Classroom
Connections
Interdisciplinary Learning in the Cottages
Elizabeth Rutledge, Assistant Head of School
St. Nicholas School prides itself as a place where the love of learning takes root.
Learning can be defined as the acquisition of knowledge or skills. For example, a student
learns how to add, interpret data, comprehend a text, or write a paragraph. Often times,
these skills may be taught in isolation with a few lessons in their respective subject areas.
However, teaching a skill in isolation lacks the depth that many students desire. Students
want the opportunity to explore topics beyond one lesson in one subject area.
The integrated curriculum at St. Nicholas provides opportunities for students to
extend their learning in various subject areas and engage deeply in learning. St. Nicholas
emphasizes an integrated curriculum where core academic and related arts teachers
collaborate to develop engaging units of study. The integrated curriculum enables
students to see the connected nature of learning across disciplines, rather than learning
in isolation, which helps to instill the love of learning.
One can simply walk into the cottages on
campus to witness the love of learning in action
with students engaged in interdisciplinary units.
Lower Primary and Upper Primary teachers
developed interdisciplinary units that covered
topics across different curricular disciplines.
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Students used their reading, writing, and math
skills to explore different aspects in science and social
studies units. The integrated curriculum of interdisciplinary
units fostered the collaboration of teachers and students in
engaging learning environments.
Immersing oneself in subjects allows the passion for
learning to ignite. Upper Primary students immersed themselves
in a study of Greece. In language arts, they practiced their
reading skills by exploring the genre of Greek mythology
where students read myths and made artwork to illustrate
them. In addition, students brought some dramatic flair to
the myths by acting them out with Readers’ Theatre. Novel
studies focused on books that had elements of mythology
like The Lightning Thief. Word study focused on words we use
today that have a base word related to mythology. Students were
engaged in the writing process as they researched and wrote
reports about a Greek god or goddess. They enjoyed learning
about all the gods and goddesses when students shared their oral
presentations in creative ways with costumes and props.
Upper Primary students learned about the role of mythology
in the sky by studying stars and constellations in science. They
completed a research project to gather information about a specific
star and created papier maché models of the stars. Also, the
students had a STEM challenge to create a solar space station.

Counterclockwise Page 4, top: STEM
apple study in Lower Primary, bottom
pictures water purification study with
primary levels.
Page 5: More apple study
measurements, Greek mythology
study in Upper Primary.
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The Creative Discovery Museum STARLAB came to school
so students could see the stars and constellations up
close. To culminate the unit, Upper Primary students
embraced the Greek culture by celebrating with food and
fun. They enjoyed a presentation by the Moore
family (a St. Nicholas family from Greece that
owns the Epicurean Restaurant). They also had
a cooking lesson to make stuffed zucchini and
participated in a cottage Olympics with track and
field relays.
Lower Primary teachers created an
exploration course where students explore a
theme through a variety of learning activities. The
theme incorporates a study of science and social
studies topics, with math and language arts skills.
Furthermore, exploration time allows students to
work on 21st century thinking skills of communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity.
They began the school year with an interdisciplinary
unit on apples. The students graphed
favorite kinds of apples and researched
facts about apples. They learned about the
life of Johnny Appleseed in social studies
and the seasons and life cycle of an apple
tree in science. The children enjoyed a
delicious treat when they prepared
homemade applesauce.
The exploration time focuses on
team building where the students learn to
communicate and collaborate in positive
ways. The students gathered in a large circle
and had to pass an apple under their chin
around the circle. They participated in team relays
to roll an apple without their hands. The classic
Dr. Seuss book Ten Apples on Top inspired teachers
to stack apples on the students’ heads. A STEM apple
tower challenge required students to stack 10 apples
with toothpicks and playdough.
Overall, the integration of interdisciplinary
units have resulted in classrooms filled with children
working, growing, laughing, and learning.

St. Nicholas School . . .
where the love of learning takes root.
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Annual Report of Giving 2017-2018
Every gift to St. Nicholas counts ...
Whether the gift is large or small, your gift illustrates your confidence in our educational program and
mission. The St. Nicholas community of donors – alumni, parents, parents of alumni, grandparents, trustees,
faculty, staff and friends – all help enhance our school. Thank you for your generosity.

CASH / CREDIT
CARD GIFTS
The majority of gifts to
St. Nicholas are in the form
of cash, check or credit card.
Credit cards accepted include
Visa, MasterCard, Discover
and American Express. Gifts
can also be made online at
www.stns.org.

STOCK GIFTS
By giving appreciated
long-term stock directly to
St. Nicholas, you may receive
a charitable income tax
deduction for the full value
of the stock.

MATCHING GIFTS
More than 1,000 companies match donations made by their employees and retirees to independent schools. The value of
an individual’s gift can be doubled – even tripled – through corporate matching gifts. Since matching gifts must be initiated
by the donor, please inquire whether your employer has such a program.

PLANNED GIFTS AND BEQUESTS

Legacy Society

The St. Nicholas
was established to acknowledge alumni, parents and friends who have included
St. Nicholas School as a beneficiary in their estate plans. Testamentary designations can be by amount or as a percentage
of the estate value.
St. Nicholas School is a 501(c)3 non-profit. Therefore, all gifts are tax deductible.
You can make a pledge and pay in one sum or in multiple payments. Our fiscal year
ends on June 30th each year.
For more information, or to make a gift, please see the website: stns.org, or contact
St. Nicholas at (423) 899-1999.

We have made every effort to accurately compile our lists of donors. If you are omitted or listed
incorrectly, please contact the Development Office and accept our sincere apologies.
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