where the love of learning takes root

Your child
isn’t average.
Neither is
a St. Nicholas education.

Our curriculum meets all the national standards. Our students,
however, tend to exceed them. That’s because we don’t believe in
settling for average. Our teachers structure the curriculum to allow
each student to achieve his or her own personal best. The way
St. Nicholas students learn at every level lays a lasting foundation
for knowledge, self-motivation, independent thinking, and
self-expression. That could explain why, in six decades,
we’ve yet to meet an average individual.
This may not look like any
other school you’ve ever
visited – certainly not like
any other school in
Chattanooga. The fact is,
the way we learn works.
Our students are bright,
eager to learn, and
genuinely excited to
be in school.

We didn’t invent the love of
learning in children.
We just know how to nurture and grow it.

Children don’t have to wind up hating school or dreading homework. In fact, our students’parents often tell us how
much their children look forward to school. (One even says her children complain that school breaks are too long!)
Here, children are considered individually and treated with kindness and respect. Our approach to learning allows
us to support students where they need it and guide them further when they’re ready for more. We believe all children
come into this world loving to learn. At St. Nicholas, we make sure they stay that way. Every day our students show us
that children who love learning know their strengths, aren’t afraid of a challenge, and continue to thrive.

In the Early Learning Center, “Conversation” begins every
day. At first glance it may look like it’s just a group of
children sitting on the floor in a circle. What’s actually
happening, though, is the cultivation of important social
and communication skills that will help your child both
in and out of school. By taking turns listening to each
other, children develop self-control and respect for
others. And by sharing, they also refine their abilities to
formulate and present ideas and become confident
speaking in front of groups.
At this age, lessons are often incorporated into physical

“My daughter came home one day talking about the
difference between solids, liquids, and gasses. When I was
in preschool, we just learned to color inside the lines.”
– St. Nicholas parent

movement and play. Not only is this an extremely effective
way to teach preschoolers the basics they’ll need to
succeed in upper levels, but also it’s where the love of
learning actually begins taking root.

are inquiry-based and child-led, which means our children
have the freedom to question, explore and create their
ideas in a supportive, stimulating and literacy rich
environment.

Even the youngest children at St. Nicholas change classes
with each subject. Since our teachers are able to work in
their areas of expertise, our students can dig deeper than
would be possible with a teacher who must teach all subjects.

Personal responsibility is one of the most important lessons
at St. Nicholas. Starting in the Early Learning Center,
children learn to be responsible for getting their work done.
Rather than sitting passively and listening to a teacher
lecture, our students are expected to participate in their
own learning process. This is why so many middle and
high school teachers tell us that St. Nicholas graduates
are the most self-motivated students they’ve ever known.

The Reggio- Inspired PK3 class is the perfect foundation for
students at St. Nicholas School. Reggio-Inspired classrooms

And it’s why so many of our graduates credit St. Nicholas
for their ongoing academic success.
Our approach to evaluating students’ progress is unique.
Instead of traditional number or letter scores, teachers
provide regular reports to students and their parents.
Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled twice a semester,
and informal meetings are regularly available.
We also don’t have traditional grade levels. The way our
classes are structured allows children to work at their own
academic level while remaining in the peer group most
appropriate for their social and emotional development.

There’s a lot more to learn
than what’s on a standardized test.

While students at St. Nicholas learn all the basic facts and figures, we don’t stop there.
Our program’s emphasis is on teaching them to be great thinkers. They learn to formulate and
express ideas. They learn how to be responsible for their work. And they learn the power of their own
inner motivation. All of this is designed to keep their love of learning healthy and strong. Why is that so
important? Because children who love to learn will. In fact, you won’t be able to stop them.

All children have an innate love of learning. However,
they don’t all learn the same way or at the same speed.
At St. Nicholas, we use a method called “differentiated
learning,” which means offering children the opportunity
to learn in various styles. Our students complete their
assignments at work stations and desks, on computers,
independently, in small groups, and as a class. This variety
of experiences allows them to discover their own strengths
and identify areas that need more work. Along the way,
they gain a respect for their own and others’ views and
styles of learning. And they continue to love learning.

Our students are expected to complete their assignments –
just like they are at more traditional schools. But because
we individualize certain key subjects, children who find the
work easy and finish quickly will get a new challenge. Those
who don’t will get extra support.

All St. Nicholas Primary School students have individual
plan books for their core subjects. Every week teachers
fill in each child’s weekly assignments. When students
come into class, they are responsible for getting their
plans and starting to work.

When children work independently, it’s much easier for
the teacher to see when one is ready to move forward or
another is falling behind. When teachers approach
students as individuals, your child’s abilities and needs
will never be overlooked in a crowd.

It’s important to note that differentiated learning is not
one-on-one instruction. Most students will thrive here, but
there are some children for whom St. Nicholas will not be
appropriate.

Although traditional testing is not our main focus for
evaluating student progress, standardized tests will be
required throughout your child’s education. We make
sure all of our students are well prepared and confident
with traditional and standardized testing techniques.

Our campus is also somewhat less than traditional.
Classes are held in free-standing cottages, ideally suited
to our integrated curriculum. You’ll also find a chapel/fine
arts center, an extensive library, dining hall, gymnasium,
playgrounds, trails and gardens, and a swimming pool.

There are just
more opportunities
at St. Nicholas to
learn things beyond
the basic curriculum.

Don’t expect neat little rows of desks...
Do expect children who love going to school.

Materials are presented in different
styles. You see who works better on
the floor, who needs blocks, and
who can figure it out in her head.

At first glance, you may be surprised. Classes at St. Nicholas are livelier than those at other schools. On
closer inspection, though, you’ll see there’s a lot more method here than initially meets the eye. Beneath
the surface at St. Nicholas School, you’ll find an extraordinary academic program that is very carefully and
consciously planned to lay the groundwork for a lifelong love of learning.

By the time our students reach the Upper Primary levels,
they’re quite familiar with the concept and practice of
personal responsibility. They’re exceptional planners with
highly developed abilities to prioritize.

We use the interdisciplinary approach in our curriculum.
Science and mathematics are paired, as are language
arts and social studies. Foreign language, music, art, and
physical education are woven throughout the curriculum.

As an Episcopal school, St. Nicholas fosters an atmosphere
where a student’s “work” or “calling” is to learn. This is no
short-term experience. It’s a lifelong vocation – one that
often grows to encompass service to others.

At this age, we prepare students to succeed after
St. Nicholas. They start taking the kinds of tests they’ll
encounter in middle and high school and learn about the
grading systems used in more traditional settings.

At this point, we continue to emphasize intellectual curiosity
and academic accountability. Students are responsible
for their own work. Teachers serve as mentors, guides, and
resources to help students, rather than being the “purveyors
of knowledge.”

Research and presentation skills are also integral to our
curriculum. All classes meet weekly with the librarian to
learn about resources and develop research skills. By
Upper Primary, they create and deliver sophisticated
multimedia presentations with outstanding poise.

In Upper Primary, expectations increase. Students are
challenged to be more independent, expand their
critical-thinking and problem-solving skills, push their
math and science abilities, and develop greater sophistication
in self-expression.

Each year in May, all Level 7 students write essays
on their St. Nicholas experiences, which they share as
Chapel Talks. These firsthand accounts reveal more of
St. Nicholas than any brochure. Prospective parents are
welcome to attend.

St. Nicholas nurtures our children
through its ethical culture, a culture
that’s defining value is respect.

We’ve even redefined
the three R’s.

Is nothing sacred?

Actually, there are a few things we do consider quite sacred. First would be treating
your child, along with every member of our community, with Respect. That’s the first of our
three R’s. The other two are Responsibility and the golden Rule. St. Nicholas was founded
in the Episcopal tradition that not only accepts but also honors differences in belief.
Our three R’s are the foundation of our community’s values and culture. And you’ll find
that they permeate every aspect of life at St. Nicholas, both in class and out.

Our school family begins every day with chapel. St. Nicholas
was founded by Grace Episcopal Church, so services
follow the Episcopal liturgy. However, key to the Episcopal
tradition is an atmosphere of inclusiveness where all
religions, creeds, and faiths are not only accepted
but also honored. Our chapel program is a model for
open-mindedness, tolerance, and acceptance of difference.
This is a time when we thank God in song, prayer, and
community. Children leave chapel with a sincere and
deep respect for God, themselves, and each other.

At St. Nicholas, we learn about significant holy days from
other religions with stories and other age-appropriate
activities. Often, students share their family traditions
with the entire school in special chapel services.

An Episcopal school is founded on love – for students,
for their value as children of God, and for their unique
gifts. Here, we believe we must act out of love, teach
love, model love, and love one another.

Learning itself involves a leap of faith. At St. Nicholas,
we make sure our students feel safe taking that leap.
Our environment is designed to recognize and support
each child – intellectually, socially, emotionally, and morally.

One of our goals is to help students understand that
they are members of a greater community. In chapel
we share stories that help them develop an awareness
of their place in society and how their action or inaction
can affect our world.

Our mission is to provide children the opportunity to
discover themselves and reveal their distinguishing
character. The St. Nicholas philosophy is based on
fostering independent thinking and intellectual curiosity
for each student.

By educating the whole child, we foster a high degree
of independence, confidence, creativity, and a love of
learning that stays with our students the rest of their
lives. These are the qualities that define students of
St. Nicholas.

St. Nicholas kids aren’t just good
students, they’re good people.

Success after St. Nicholas
isn’t 100 percent
guaranteed.

(It’s more like 99 percent.)

Our graduates are well prepared, independent, and highly motivated. In fact, their
high school teachers tell us they’re some of the best prepared students they’ve ever
taught. Ninety-nine percent get into the secondary school of their choice and then
go on to college. And despite the fact that we don’t use traditional testing and
grading methods, an impressive number of Chattanooga’s national Merit Scholars
got their start at St. Nicholas. If you want to know why we learn the way we do,
just get to know our students.

We love talking about how exceptional our students are.
But, admittedly, we’re biased. Before you make any decisions,
we suggest you speak with the admission directors and
faculty at the middle schools you’d like your child to attend.

Our graduates go on to make great contributions to our
global community. They serve all over the world as doctors,
international educators, and volunteers with the Peace
Corps and Habitat for Humanity, to name just a few.

“You can always spot the St. Nicholas students. Not only
are they unusually self-disciplined and self-motivated, but,
even more distinctively, they’re also independent thinkers
and creative problem solvers.” – middle school educator

One year after graduation from St. Nicholas, Michael
Schulson ’01 was selected for a Jeopardy Tournament for
10 to 12-year olds. With his $36,000 winnings, Michael
created a local charitable foundation.

We don’t rely solely on traditional testing methods, but that
hasn’t seemed to be a problem for our graduates. They
make the transition to more traditional environments exceptionally well. In fact, several have gone on to score perfect
1600s on their Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT).

Jon Meacham ’81 is a Pulitzer Prize winning author, former
Newsweek editor, and Livingood History Award winner.
About his first job interview, he said, “[The editor] never had a
chance. I used the speaking skills I learned at St. Nicholas,
and was willing to stay in his office until I got the job.”

In middle and high school, St. Nicholas graduates participate
in student congress, debate teams, government fellowships,
youth councils, international studies, and have great success
in team and individual athletics.

“My five children enjoyed high school and college, but their
hearts remain at St. Nicholas. Nothing is more valuable
than learning to learn. This is a precious gift the school
has given them.“ – St. Nicholas parent

Founded in 1958

St. Nicholas School is an independent Episcopal day school for children, grades preschool through five. We began as a
neighborhood preschool program at Grace Episcopal Church. Our programs expanded significantly in the early 1970s
with the establishment of the Early Learning Center and with the addition of elementary grades. The first class of sixth
graders graduated in 1978, and the school became separately incorporated in 1981.

Religious Affiliation

St. Nicholas is founded on the principles of the Episcopal Church. The Episcopal educational tradition emphasizes love
and respect for all humans, moral integrity, spiritual growth, compassion, and responsibility. Because we wish to be
broadly inclusive of the community we serve, we value and respect differences. Most important, St. Nicholas looks for the
values and ideals that unite people as opposed to those that divide. We welcome students, faculty, and staff from all
religious and cultural backgrounds.

Mission

St. Nicholas School nurtures each individual’s intellectual, social, and spiritual growth in order to develop independence,
a love of learning, and a commitment to service.

Students

St. Nicholas enrolls students from a variety of racial, religious, cultural, and socio-economic backgrounds.
Our teacher-to- student ratios are 1:11 for younger students and 1:18 in the higher levels.

Campus and Facilities

The campus is located on 24 picturesque acres in the East Brainerd area of Chattanooga. Facilities include classroom
cottages, a gymnasium, a dining facility and a chapel/fine arts center. Buildings also feature shelter rooms for storms
and other emergencies. Students enjoy walking trails, an extensive garden program, a swimming pool and multiple
playgrounds.

Academics

Our comprehensive curriculum ensures that the St. Nicholas educational program is unparalleled in content and
approach. In all areas, St. Nicholas students meet or surpass national standards and benchmarks. Core subjects include
language arts, social studies, math, and science taught daily in small classroom settings that encourage investigation,
inquiry, and collaboration. Interdisciplinary studies are also central to the course of study. Language arts is coordinated
with social studies, and science education is blended with mathematics. Foreign language, music, physical education,
and art are woven throughout the curriculum while technology is integrated across all disciplines.

Summer Camp

Summer at St. Nicholas Camp is an incredibly fun time for kids ages 4-12, with a leadership program for ages 13-15. Camp
group activities begin at 8:30 a.m. but parents have the option of dropping children off as early as 7 a.m. and picking
them up as late as 6 p.m. The regular schedule includes art, music, swimming and gardening and we also offer optional
enrichment classes such as cooking, music, arts and crafts, and sports instruction, to name a few. Most weeks include a
field trip. Enrollment is often limited and dictated by the grade a child is entering. There is an additional fee for each
enrichment class. For more information on our Summer Camp, please visit our website. Online registration is available
beginning in January each year.

Financial Assistance

Families who feel they need assistance in funding a St. Nicholas education are encouraged to apply for financial aid.
All decisions relative to financial aid are made independent of the admission process and will not impact in any way a
child’s possibility for admission. The St. Nicholas financial assistance program is open to students of any race, gender,
color, and national or ethnic origin. Application forms for financial aid can be obtained through the St. Nicholas
business office or on the school website. The deadline for filing a financial aid application for consideration in the first
round of allocations is in early February.

7525 Min Tom Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37421
www.stns.org
(423) 899-1999

