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Join your friends on Facebook

ALUMNI NEWS

Share your fondest memories from Grace Church to
the Min-Tom Campus. Find out what your friends
from St. Nicholas are doing now.

Jon Meacham ‘81
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham and Grammy
Award-winning Tim McGraw will be on a book tour this summer.
Join them as they explore American history through music. During
their joint book tour, Meacham and McGraw will give an intimate,
behind-the-scenes look at what went into creating the book “Songs
of America,” and their friendship as they combine their individual
perspectives as writer and artist to create a unique view of the role
music has played in uniting and shaping our nation. More information
and tour dates can be found online at www.songsofamericabook.com
The author of the New York Times bestsellers Thomas
Jefferson: The Art of Power, American Lion: Andrew Jackson in
the White House, Franklin and Winston, Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of
George Herbert Walker Bush, and The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels,
he is a distinguished visiting professor at Vanderbilt University, a contributing writer for
The New York Times Book Review, and a fellow of the Society of American Historians.
Meacham was selected by the Bush family to be the official biographer for George
H. W. Bush. He was asked to give the eulogies for President Bush and Barbara Bush
when they both passed away in 2018.
Meacham lives in Nashville and in Sewanee with his wife and children.

1988
■ Lela Moore was selected as a GPS Notable Alumni
from the Class of 1994. The Notable Alumnae Awards are
given to GPS graduates from each reunion class who are
considered to be the most outstanding in their classes,

including leaders in their communities, directors of
organizations or businesses, elected officials, high-ranking
military officers, and those who have made a significant
difference in the lives of others.

■ Congratulations to Rachelle Wade Haddock for her win
in the North Georgia Dancing with the Stars Competition!
■

Tawambi Settles is working at Baylor School as Director
of Inclusivity, Associate Dean of Students, and social studies
instructor.

Hannah
Messinger ‘99
Nashville based food writer, stylist, and photographer,
Hannah Messinger, now hosts Pantry Raid, an advice
podcast devoted to helping people make more and waste
less while becoming more confident and creative in the
kitchen. People write in to share what odds and ends they
have on hand in the pantries and Messinger tells them what
to cook for dinner. Messinger has been working professionally
in food media since 2012. Her work has appeared in Food &
Wine, The Tennessean, Better Homes & Gardens, Huffington
Post, and more. Pantry Raid podcast can be found at http://
www.hmmessinger.com/pantry-raid
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Go to www.stns.org/alumni or to
the homepage Facebook icon.

1994
■ Lauryn Peterson has completed her work as a
Dance and Movement Therapist. It has been a long
road of three years of school-related work, then
training outside of school. Since the closest program
is in Atlanta, she had to travel there, and even pay
for her supervisor to travel with her to observe her.

1995
■ Congratulations to Kristen Schmits Gavilanes.
She and her husband Ernesto have added a new son
to their family, Michael Angelo Gavilanes.

1996
■ Eric Peterson is working as an independent
photographer.

2000
■ Reed Hayes graduated from Sloan with his MBA
in 2017. During his time at Sloan, he co-founded
Rendever, a successful virtual reality company that
targets issues with
isolation, depression,
and cognition within
the older communities.
Reed went on to lead
an innovation team for
the Walt Disney
Company. He won
Best of Disney 2018
awards in both
Artificial Intelligence
and Automation.
Currently Reed is the
Assistant Vice President of Digital Strategy and
Incubation where he is leading efforts around intelligent
automation and other AI/ML based use-cases.

How to share your news . . .
• By e-mail/internet: Send your news to Kathy
Daugherty at kdaugherty@stns.org

• By regular mail: St. Nicholas School
7525 Min-Tom Drive . Chattanooga, TN 37421

Laura Higbee ‘04
Laura Higbee was
thrilled this past November
to find out that she passed
the July 2018 Washington,
D.C. bar exam.
Laura is the 2018-19
law clerk at the Commission on Human Rights,
which is D.C.’s “state”
anti-discrimination agency.
“We primarily handle
employment discrimination
claims, but we also get housing, education, and public
accommodations claims.” Higbee says. “I help three
administrative law judges by drafting memoranda and
decisions in our cases. I want to focus on employment
law for my career, so this is a great fit.” Thanks to
Laura for sharing these great family photos.

Reed is leading the efforts around intelligent
automation and how to leverage technologies such as
chatbots, computer vision, natural language processing/
understanding, deep-learning, and multi-objective optimization to spearhead Unum’s digital transformation.

2001
■ Catherine Garvey married Francis Simpson.
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