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Gracie Gilbert ′09

A

Entertaining Summer at HersheyPark

“sweet” summer for Gracie Gilbert, ‘09 involved hard work, six days a week, but she wouldn’t have it any other way. She 		
sang and danced her way through three and a half months in HersheyPark, Pennsylvania. Gracie joined seven cast mates 		
from across the US to perform in a country show called, “The Good Time,” doing four shows a day, working six days a week.

       The 112-year old park has a tradition of entertainment with a long list of alumni performing on cruise ships, on Broadway
and in television shows.  Gracie was cast by auditioning at the Southeastern Theatre Conference, where hundreds of students and
professionals hope to land a job each year.  RWS, A New York entertainment company, creates the shows using Broadway
choreographers and music directors, so it was thrilling for her to have a chance to work with them.
The performers endured days when the heat index exceeded 100 degrees and almost a week of uncertainty when their stage
was under water because of widespread flooding in Pennsylvania.   But they
found time to enjoy the park and check out all of the 14 roller coasters.   
Gracie is the
daughter of Gil and
Cindy (Sexton) Gilbert.  
She is back in school this
fall, enrolled in Chatt
State’s Professional
Actors’ Program, where
she most recently was
Rapunzel in “Into the
Woods.” Other roles
include Chava in “Fiddler
on the Roof” and Tiger
Lily in Signal Mountain’s
production of “Peter
Pan.”
She will be playing
the Ghost of Christmas
Past in “A Christmas
Carol,” the musical in       
December at Chatt State.

Check out Gracie’s show
on YouTube:
Search “The Good Time at
Hersheypark, Gil Gilbert”
Listen closely and you’ll hear the
nearby roller coaster speed by!
To the right: picture of Gracie (in front)
with the other cast members, (where
she’s doing a split) is from another
show at Chatt State. It was called
“That Other Woman’s Child.“
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