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Olivia Combs ‘12

Recipient of the Duffy-Jarnigan Scholarship for 2017-18

Olivia Combs received this year’s Duffy-Jarnagin Scholarship, awarded annually to a rising junior. The scholarship was established in
memory of two of the school’s co-founders, Tommie Payne Duffy and Eula Lea Jarnagin. Award criteria state that the girl “should be highly
respected by her class” and have qualities of integrity and loyalty. Scholarship and service to the school also play a part in the award
decision. Olivia also had the highest GPA for her sophomore year.
Olivia was selected as a member of the National Honor Society, a membership that is based
on scholarship, leadership, service, and character. She was chosen by her sophomore classmates and
teachers to receive the Sophomore Bowl. This award is one of two sophomore awards given and its
recipient is “most nearly the ideal GPS student.”
Olivia was chosen as one of four GPS students to participate in the first Chattanooga as Text
(“CAT”) program, a three-week intensive program that includes students from other local schools,
the focus of which is to work together to solve community problems.
She has competed regularly in the Southeastern High School Model UN Conference as a team
member of the GPS Model UN team. High school students run the conference and are expected to
research their countries’ positions, deliver speeches, and write thorough resolutions to solve their
committee’s issues.

Olivia plays violin in the GPS honors orchestra. She is a class representative for the school’s
service organization, Partnerships in Community (PIC), and is a GPS ambassador. She participated in
the Erlanger VolunTEEN Program, an eight-week service learning opportunity for students ages 15-18.
She is an active participant in school drama and musical productions. She is a member of the GPS
Tango string quartet which performs at events for the school, the community, and for private events.
In the spring Science Fair, Olivia placed in the top ten at the Tennessee Math Teachers Association math contest at UTC. In the regional
Science Fair, she won the Ricoh Sustainable Development Award.
Olivia was also an attorney that helped lead one of the two GPS Mock Trial teams that advanced to the local high school finals, a
first for the GPS Mock Trial program.

									
			

Larkin Brown ‘12

2017 World Rowing Regional Championship

Congrats to GPS junior Larkin Brown on winning the US Rowing Youth Regional Challenge,

competing during the 2017 World Rowing Championships with world class athletes and the
best youth rowers in the country! Brown’s team, the Southeast Youth Women’s 8+, defeated all
the other regions from across the nation.
“It was really cool to race at a higher level,” Brown says of the experience. “It gave me
a newfound confidence in my abilities.” Brown was placed on a team with girls she had never
rowed with before, in the sixth seat in the boat, where she usually doesn’t sit. “We had only
two days to practice, and I’m so glad I went. This experience made me realize I definitely want
to keep rowing competitively.”
More than 900 athletes applied, representing the six US Rowing regions in four boat
classes. GPS’s Larkin Brown was one of those selected and the only Bruiser to compete.
“Larkin is one of the best athletes I have ever coached,” says GPS Head Rowing Coach
David Hall. “She is coachable and has a desire to succeed that is evident every day at practice,
working to push her limits each training session to be sure progress is made; she continues to
grow as an athlete. Her determination has given her great opportunities and I look forward to
watching her compete with world-class athletes in the near and distant future.”
(Article from Girls Preparatory School)
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