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REMARKABLE
Trent Creswell ‘02

Article includes excerpts from Siskin Hospital Spirit
Magazine article by Lindsay Wyatt and press release
by Kristy Callaway with the Arts Schools Network

T

rent Creswell is an incredibly talented young
man. As a rising senior at the Center for the
Creative Arts, Trent was excelling as a student,
writer, actor, director, singer and dancer. He had
been accepted into the summer program at a physical theatre company and was preparing for a future in
theatre and the arts.
While enjoying a summer bike ride on June 16,
2008 in the North Shore area of Chattanooga, a speeding Buick hit Trent head-on, instantly changing his life
forever.

for an entire new world of exploring the meaning
behind what he views as a beautiful tragedy.
During his senior year at Center for Creative
Arts, Trent won the Creative Non-Fiction Award
from the National Foundation for Advancement in
the Arts for his autobiographical piece Auto-BikeOgraphy or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and
Love Cody Pinson, and was subsequently honored
as a Presidential Scholar of the Arts nominee.

On January 26, 2012, Trent received the Outstanding Arts School Alumnus Award of Arts Schools
Trent suffered catastrophic injuries, the worst of
Network (ASN) during the national conference in
which was to his face. His mother, Jinger Wadel,
Lake Buena Vista, FL, the nation’s largest profesdescribed it as though, “Trent was basically broken
sional membership organization of specialized arts
every way you could be broken. His face was literally
schools. Created for the purpose of fostering artistic
ripped off and the bones in his face
... I have found more and academic achievement in talented
were crushed. His jaw was broken,
young people, this honor is bestowed
strength than I know
he had a broken arm, a broken pelvis,
annually upon one former ASN memhow to harness.
four fractured vertebra, a compound
ber school student whose committibia and fibula fracture and right
ment to excellence is demonstrated
femur ... anything that could be broken, except his left
through outstanding accomplishment in the areas
arm, was broken.”
of citizenship, arts, and academics.
Trent explained, “I’m a writer, and I sort of live
Trent is currently in his sophomore year at
my life through recollections of the things that have
Sarah Lawrence College in New York studying lithappened. And my mom was keenly aware of that. So
erature, religion and art history. He plans to study
while I was in a coma, she wrote down everything I did acting and writing in Chicago next year as a visiting
and everything she felt. It’s a beautiful journal and it’s
student. In 2010, he was the recipient of the Edward
meant a lot to me in my healing.”
Albee Fellowship, from the Edward Albee Founda-

“

Trent began his therapy at Siskin Hospital and soon
surpassed the hopes of everyone by being able to walk
again. Trent’s recovery was nothing short of remarkable. He was able to regain movement and functionality thanks to his hard work and the staff at Siskin. Trent
started his senior year of high school after only missing
the first weeks. He again excelled as a student and
artist, using his accident and recovery as motivation
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tion. During this month long artist’s residency in
Montauk, he wrote the play A House Should Have
the Look of Shelter, which was presented in New
York City at the Rattlestick Playwright’s Theatre’s
Festival the following year. Trent recently received
notification that he has been awarded an Edward
Albee Fellowship for the second time and will spend
the month of July writing in Montauk, New York.

His innovative work has been performed at the Baryshnikov Center, The Neofuturists, Mary
Archie, and The Rattlestick Playwright’s Theatre. While a student at the Center for Creative
Arts, Trent wrote, directed and produced two original plays: The Package and The Death and
Afterlife of Dr. Crash-Friendly. These provocative pieces were performed at both the Center
for Creative Arts and The Chattanooga Theatre Centre; the proceeds from which benefitted
local charities such as the Craniofacial Foundation of America.
Trent also penned a new rendition of Russian Playwright Anton Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya at
Sarah Lawrence. He not only wrote and directed the work, he also played the role of Vanya. He
was a company member at Ballet Tennessee, and was a member of The Choo Choo Kids, the
traveling musical theatre troupe at the Center for Creative Arts. Also, while at CCA he was
a member of The National Honor Society and the co-editor of the school’s
creative writing magazine. Trent acted in the film Ruthie, by Northwestern
University professor Brian Cagle. He is a proud member of the Dramatist
Guild of America.
As Trent explained in his journal,
“It is not until you have to be rebuilt
that you learn that everything had to be
created in the first place. Through this
I have found more strength than I know
how to harness, more love than I have
enough time to give and gained
exponentially more than I have lost. I have
been on the spiritual journey to manhood, a ceremonial rite of passage that God thankfully threw me into before
I was ready.”

achievement

Trent’s mother
Jinger Wadel writes,
“I think St. Nicholas
deserves much credit
for his artistic start in
life! Mr. Clark had such a big influence on my kids. Houston and Trent still talk about ELC [The Early Learning Center]
and how much they loved learning about the arts! Robert Clark was so supportive as were all of their teachers.
FYI...if you have artistic children at St. Nicholas that need a
secondary school that nurtures and promotes creativity,
CCA was a perfect option for Trent, and I would highly
recommend it!”
The photo on the left is Trent and playwrite Edward Albee, and
on the right with Country Music star Billy Dean are Trent and
his brother Houston ‘99, while students at St. Nicholas School
(update
about
Houston
on page
13).
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