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AT ST. NICHOLAS
By Elizabeth Starke Rutledge

Education has always strived to prepare the
future generations by providing them with tools to
ensure success. Gone are the days where simple knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic serve students
as the basic requirements for the work force. Schools
are developing the next generation of problem solvers
as they will face a world with many unknowns. The
21st century learner needs problem-solving skills and a drive for innovation to face new unchartered territory in many fields.
A framework for 21st century learning skills includes students engaged in collaboration, communication, creativity, and critical
thinking. St. Nicholas has always strived to incorporate these skills and can continue to do so in new facets of instruction.
This past year, St. Nicholas teachers have expanded their curriculum to include an emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics). The STEM movement in the field of education calls for active learning and integration of
subject material. These two components have been hallmarks of St. Nicholas for many years with students actively engaged in
the learning process and teachers collaborating across divisions. Consequently, our math and science teachers have been eager
to incorporate STEM activities where students are faced with problems and need to collaborate, question, and investigate to
solve these problems. The teachers present problems that tap into student curiosity and encourage creativity as students
collaborate to solve the problems.
The youngest of students can solve challenging problems on their appropriate development levels. As early as Level 1,
students have been completing monthly STEM challenges based on holiday themes that incorporate math, science, and
engineering. During their fall apple unit, ELC students made apple rafts that float with apples and toothpicks to teach sink or
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float concepts. For Halloween, students made spider webs of yarn
to hold the largest amount of blocks. Level 1 students were able to
work on counting with one-to-one correspondence as they thought
critically to make revisions to their webs. As ELC students learned
about animal shelters and hibernation in science, they were faced
with the task of using base ten blocks and Unifix cubes to construct a
turkey hide out to protect the turkey with shelter. In December, students had the challenge of building the tallest shelf for the Elf on the
Shelf. The children were busy learning about measurement as they
measured shelf height and posed questions about how to create and
improve their shelves while having fun with a classic Christmas toy.
With these creative STEM challenges, young minds are exposed to
math and science concepts while actively solving problems in creative
ways through a simplified engineering process.
STEM activities can continue to grow in complexity with
math and science concepts at every level. In Lower Primary, students
made pumpkin catapults with Popsicle sticks and spoons to explore
the force of push and pull as well as potential and kinetic energy.
They were faced with the egg drop challenge to create something
that would protect an egg from being dropped from a ladder outside of their cottage. The children learned about laws of motion and
energy and had a great time watching eggs survive or crack upon
impact with the sidewalk. In Middle Primary, students culminated
their water unit with a collaborative “Saving Fred” challenge where
groups had to save the gummy worm Fred from under his boat with
lifesavers, paper clips, and plastic cups. In Upper Primary, students
studied the solar eclipse and they created sun dials with paper plates,
clay, and straws. For Valentine’s Day, students created conversation
catapults with Popsicle sticks, rubber bands, and bottle tops. They
recorded data regarding how far and high the hearts would travel.
Students have participated in wonderful learning opportunities that
prepare them with 21st century thinking skills. Fostering the love of
learning remains one of the greatest benefit of STEM, and we will
continue to strive for that love in the fields of math and science.
Winter Spring 2018 |
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Reflecting on the Fruits of the Spirit
2017-2018 School Year Theme

O

By Elizabeth Starke Rutledge

ur theme for the 2017-2018 school year, Fruits of the Spirit comes from Galatians…….”But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”

The theme guides aspects of classroom instruction, chapel, outreach, and everyday life at St. Nicholas. It serves as a
wonderful theme to explore as many of the fruits of the spirit align with our school’s mission and philosophy.

Love: We strive to instill the love of learning
Joy: We see the joy in children’s eyes when they accomplish goals
Peace: We leave chapel every morning with the phrase, “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord”
Patience: We are patient with learning because students develop in different ways
Kindness: We practice acts of kindness with a commitment to service
Goodness: We value integrity where children develop moral character of what is right and wrong
Faithfulness: We remain faithful to core Episcopal values of love, trust, and inclusion
Gentleness: We gently nurture all aspects of the whole child
Self-Control: We value independence where children develop self-control

This school year, students have participated in monthly Fruitful Fridays that focus on a specific fruit of the spirit. Students gather in fruit families consisting of mixed levels of students to collaborate on service activities that exemplify a fruit of
the spirit. In August, students wrote “Love Letters to Strangers” by attaching notes to water bottles that were donated to the
Community Kitchen. In October, students decorated “kindness rocks” that spread messages of encouragement around the
campus. Students collected decorative and holiday socks and made holiday goodie bags with socks, cards, and candy canes
that were given to the Community Kitchen and Ronald McDonald House.
In addition to Fruitful Fridays, chapels have covered a wide range of topics that connect to the fruits of the spirit
theme. The students sing a beautiful song in chapel that lists all of the fruits and often times students sing the tune while
working in their cottages throughout the day. We completed a reading challenge “We Bee-lieve in You” where students read
in class and home during the first semester. Students met reading goals which will result in the school donating a bee hive
to Heifer International. Bee pollination helps to produce fruit in regions of the world, as our school shares our many fruits
with others who are less fortunate. The theme will continue to drive aspects of our
school and we look forward to its culmination with Theme Day in April.

From Mark Fallo:
Paul mentions some of the fruits of the Spirit like “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, and faithfulness” and many others as the fruits or the results of
having the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul lists the “fruit of
the Spirit”. “Fruit,” here, means “beneficial results,” the good things that come from
the Spirit’s indwelling. As the Holy Spirit works in our lives, our character changes.
Where we had harbored selfishness, cruelty, rebelliousness, and spite, we now
possess love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. Everything in the list reflects the character of God, and goodness is one
that relates directly to morality.
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Full Circle
Alums Speak Out

Keith McCallie ‘87
(Hooke, Level 2)

“The aspects of St. Nicholas that are exceptional to me go
beyond the program to the whole culture of love, care,
learning at your own pace and getting a little extra help
where in those areas where you’re not so strong.”
“I started at level 5 and I always felt the kids who started in Level 1
were just way ahead!”

“I remember trading food at lunch because everybody brought
their own, playing outside, field day relay races, Halloween, graduation,
school plays, singing in Chapel!
Kerrick Johnson and Keith McCallie, and Hooke

Robert K. McKenzie ’92

(Kimber, Level 6 and Christian, Level 5)

“When I was at St. Nicholas, one thing that has always stood out
in my mind was that all of my teachers really encouraged me to
learn at a pace that was comfortable for me (whether it be faster
or slower than the other children in the class). I think that the
emphasis on the pace of learning that is comfortable for the child
is very important to maximize each child’s time at the school. ”
“I think that my experience at St. Nicholas really instilled in me a love for
learning that I still have to this day. I want my kids to have that same desire to
always be learning throughout their lives.”
“The Williamsburg trip is a big event that we all looked forward to thru
our whole time at St. Nicholas. But some of the things that really stick out in my
mind were Mrs. Hampton’s cozy reading nook in Lower Primary and Mrs. McR’s
history class in Upper Primary.
“I always enjoy going to events at the school with my kids and still seeing
many of the faces that I remember from when I was a kid.”
Robert with Kimber and Christian at the 2017 St. Nicholas Fall Carnival
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*We loved the Episcopal tradition and daily
chapel. The excellent academic experience and
the preparedness for overall education was also
a major factor in the decision making. We were
drawn to the focus on individualization and the
ability of our children to move and learn at their
own pace, whether in strengths or in weaknesses.
That they would be exposed to so many teachers
and their different personalities and styles, in
addition to the fact that children as young as
Level 1 travel and don’t stay in one classroom
all day, were all huge draws.
*We decided Level 1 because it was school - real
school - as opposed to daycare. We also loved the idea of
very small groups - there was no other school in town that
offered the 8-10 class size.

“I learned how to learn, how to ask questions, how to listen and
take notes, how to figure out things for myself without being spoon fed. By
the time I left St. Nicholas, I knew my academic strengths (not math) and
had a understanding that people excel in different things and different
levels. I didn’t put pressure on myself to be great at the things where I was
not gifted and did put pressure on myself to excel in the areas I knew I
could. Looking back, I think that was pretty great for a 12 year old.”

“I was WAY more excited for my son to start St. Nicholas than he
was. He thought he was just going to make new friends and play and he did.
But I know we are giving him a fabulous gift that will last for his whole life.”

Mandy McGuire Bohner ’83

(Frances, Level 7 and Louisa ‘15)

*I left St. Nicholas prepared for the rigors of middle
and high school. Having different teachers in different classrooms was a normal occurrence, as was switching classes. I
also knew how to keep up with my own “stuff.” I know there
are those who worry how St. Nicholas graduates will do in a
more traditional setting, but the worries are unfounded.
Having come from somewhere with high expectations and
Mandy and Alex Bohner, Frances and Louisa
knowledge, and how to function in different settings on a daily
basis provided the perfect foundation on which to build. My St. Nicholas education also taught me to keep an open mind towards the
world and to respect all walks of life.
*I remember Mrs. Hampton’s reading nook, Treasure Island, which gave many a student the love of reading and the annual
French breakfast with bread and hot chocolate. Tricycle Town at Grace, Halloween, chapel, Promotion, the hymns, and mini-courses
(square-dancing to be exact) are also wonderful memories.

Thank you to alums who shared their thoughts and family photos for this two-part
article. (The first part is included in the previous issue - Summer/Fall 2017). It is wonderful to
have your children as students from the next generation of St. Nicholas kids.
Mrs. Mandy McGuire Bohner ‘83
Mrs. Mandy Morgan Colvin ‘94
Mrs. Emily Mayfield Darr ‘93		
Mr. Craig S. Fuller ‘91		
Dr. Katie vonWerssowetz Gooden ‘92
Mrs. Carie Fitch Hatmaker ‘87
Mrs. Keith McCallie ‘87

Mrs. Kate Garrett McBryar ‘95
Mr. Robert K. McKenzie ‘92
Dr. Neil Patel ‘95		
Ms. Andrea Anderson Schurr ‘87
Mr. Shalin Tejani ‘94
Mrs. Ashley Tackett Thornton ‘92
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Carie Fitch Hatmaker ‘87

Ashley Tacket Thornton ’92

“As a parent, I wanted a safe place for my child to
learn. I wanted a place where he could get 1-on-1
attention in areas that he might need extra work.
I wanted a place where he could learn at his own
pace. St. Nicholas provided all of those things when
I was there and continues to do so today.”

“I started at St. Nick in level 1. I sent Levi to St. Nick
because I appreciate the fact that it is the same school
and education as when I attended. The lasting traditions
from years ago are still present and valued today and
this is what makes St. Nick so special!!

(Levi, Level 1)

(Jax, Level 6 and Hoss, Level 1)

“As my son is an only child, I feel it is important for him to get
acclimated with other children at a young age and I wanted him to
have the full St. Nick experience.“

“We honestly didn’t consider another school. I felt so
strongly about the education, experiences and preparation
I received as a student that I pretty much insisted it was the
only place to be.”

“St. Nick provided me with a good educational foundation
that I found easy to build on.”

“Jax has thrived at STNS, just like I knew he would. He has
loved some of the opportunities he has had to do things like
wood working and gardening in addition to his core
curriculum classes. While he’s only been there a few months,
Hoss has jumped head first into L1 and is soaking up knowledge
like a sponge. We know because he gets in the car and repeats
everything he’s learned everyday!”

“My fondest memories of St. Nick was the opportunity to
go to chapel everyday, mini courses and all of the kind and caring
faculty and staff. I mostly appreciated the lifelong friendships that
were formed at St. Nick.”
Ashley and Ryan Thornton and Levi

“As parents we want to give our kids every chance at the
best life we can imagine for them. STNS is an integral part of
providing them a foundation of education, independence and
tolerance.”
“As a student at STNS you are taught to think, reason and
Vince and Carie Hatmaker with Jax and Hoss
be self sufficient. I was more prepared for middle and high school
because I knew how to think, use my time wisely and reasonably and I didn’t need someone to hold my hand through every process.”
“My mom and I were just talking about Mrs. Hampton and the books she would have us write. She would then type them up
on her typewriter and bind them into books so we could illustrate them. I still have some of mine somewhere!”

Full Circle

“As a parent whose oldest STNS student is one year away from the Williamsburg trip, we have been reminiscing and talking
about that experience as well. Jax can’t wait until it’s his turn to go!”

Full Circle
The alumni who are included in this two-part
article graduated from the Grace Episcopal
Church campus. The first St. Nicholas Level
8 class of 6th graders graduated in 1978. It
is exciting to see more alums enrolling their
own children to be a part of the school that
gave them their beginning. It has been said
that “even though the campus is new and
wonderful, the program and the best parts of
St. Nicholas remain the same special place.”
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Craig S. Fuller ’91

(Max, Level 7 - Max interviewed his dad for the article)

St. Nicholas is our choice because of the infinite learning
environment. “The autonomy they give you inside the
school is important. “
“St. Nicholas gave me the confidence to be successful at a
competitive environment like McCallie and ultimately gave me the
confidence to move forward in my career.”
Going inside the chapel is an important memory. “I remember
one time where Eric burned the hair – the hair of the headmaster
caught on fire. He was lighting candles because we were doing the
ceremony by lighting candles, and the headmaster had used too
much hairspray. And Eric accidently burned her hair. It caught on fire
and that’s one of my favorite memories.”
“I think St. Nicholas is a great choice for you. It’s a good
environment and I’m proud of what you’re accomplishing at the
school.”
Craig Fuller with Max
Winter Spring 2018 || 11

Compassion in Action
ST. NICHOLAS OUTREACH PROGRAMS

An Episcopal school has a concern for the well-being of society.

At St. Nicholas, we help children understand they do not exist apart from society but alongside a greater society. St. Nicholas
students understand the struggles and concerns of others, and they learn how their actions and responses can impact those facing
such societal issues. At St. Nicholas we foster a spirit of compassion and generosity, using our talents and resources to effect change
and build community.

An Episcopal school is founded on love.

Love for students, for their value as children of God, and for their unique gifts is the foundation of a St. Nicholas education. At
St. Nicholas, love is central in our educational program because we believe we must act out of love, teach love, model love, and
love one another.

OUTREACH 2017-2018
• American Heart Association 		
Jump Rope for Heart
• Angel Trees / Salvation Army
• Blood Drive (for Adults)
• Coat Drive
• Food Pantry Collection
for St. Martin’s
• Hurricane Relief Collection 			
(Silver Bowl in Chapel)
• Socks Drive for Community 			
Kitchen
• Water for Community Kitchen
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S

t. Nicholas offers an exciting multi-day art and music component to our 		
weekly schedule. On the days that groups are not scheduled for a field trip or
swimming, children attend ART AND MUSIC CLASS.

Summer
Camp

ART provides campers with a variety of fun materials including paint, pencil, watercolor, and

craft supplies. Over the course of the summer, groups are encouraged to explore their own
creativity and make many masterpieces using
a variety of fun materials.

MUSIC

The
component provides
opportunities for campers to be
creative while working with others
through the art of improvisation.
They have the chance to become comfortable sharing their singing
and other musical talents in a creative and spontaneous
environment. Campers also have the opportunity to experiment
with various musical instruments during camp.

SUMME

R CAMP

May 29

-July 27

NOW
ENROLL
ING

!

SWIMMING All campers have the opportunity

for time in the campus outdoor pool. Swimming
lessons are also offered during camp (see details below). A lifeguard is always on
duty when campers are in the pool. St. Nicholas offers swim lessons for campers
of all ages and ability. Lessons are two-week sessions that last 30 minutes each day
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Students are grouped by age and ability.
Classes affected by the weather are rescheduled whenever possible.

GARDENING

Growing a summer garden with your friends is a lot of fun!
Children learn the basics of growing summer vegetables, herbs and flowers in the
St. Nicholas school gardens. Garden activities include caring for greenhouse plants,
watering, weeding, making flower seed balls, learning with live Monarch caterpillars and
tasting garden goodies, like fresh tomato salsa. Everyone gets their hands dirty and enjoys
a spray from the water hose when the gardening is done! Campers harvest fresh food from the
St. Nicholas school garden for summer camp taste testing or send it to the Community Kitchen
to feed the hungry. Between digging in the dirt, and growing food for others, it’s an enriching
experience all around.

St. Nicholas Summer Camp 2018 runs
May 29 through July 27. The
camp features a day and
enrichment camp for boys
and girls ages 4-12, and a
camp leadership program
for ages 13-15.
Camp hours are 7am-6pm.

Where the love of learning takes root.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Haley Fazio ‘03
Local Artist

“St. Nicholas was such an amazing school. I am still friends
with many of my classmates from there. I wouldn’t have
gone anywhere else! Such a wonderful environment to
grow up in, and so many wonderful memories. I am so
thankful to have such a wonderful and caring mom and dad
that provided the opportunity for me to learn at such an
amazing school. They have supported me since day one and
if anyone knows my dad, Greg, he has always taught me to
smile and never give up and my mom has instilled unlimited
amounts of confidence.“
“After graduating from St. Nicholas, I started at Baylor School
and ended up at GPS (Girls Preparatory School) for tennis opportunities.
I ended up winning two state championships, one outside of GPS and
one with GPS. Baylor and GPS were both great schools, very different,
but great. I have always loved paint, and I did a lot of that at GPS and
Baylor, I loved both teachers there, where I had great experiences.”
“I went to Alabama University first, then transferred to the
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga to be closer to home. I graduated
with a BS in Psychology and a minor in Art. “
“Now I work at a local gallery called Carley Jewels. Carley Mcgee
Boehm, the owner, is a world renowned jewelry designer that graduated
from GIA. She has won many AGTA certified awards and is a wonderful
mentor. We specialize in fine art and jewelry design – made from the
best stones in the world. Along side jewelry design I do all of the social media, photography, and marketing for her company.
I sometimes assist in helping with her husband’s, Edward Boehm’s, company RareSource as well – one of the absolute best
gemologists in the world. In 2019 we will be opening a new storefront in the innovation district, so we are thrilled about that!“
With Carley Jewels, “I designed a showcase in 2017 that was featured at ‘Spectrum’ at the Hunter Art Museum. The showcase also featured jewelry from Oscar Heyman, Buddha Mama, Arunashi, and Victor Velyan. We are the first gallery in Chattanooga
to carry these wonderful designers. Photos from the showcase
are shown to the left.“
“Future plans are just to keep chugging along at this
thing called art, and hopefully see where that takes me! Along
with some gemology and jewelry
design.“

Haley’s art may be purchased
through Instagram: fazioflow
Email: fazioflow@gmail.com
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Ryan Birchfield ‘11

Named National Merit Commended Scholar at STEM School Highlands Ranch

Ryan is a senior at STEM School Highlands Ranch, Colorado. He was
named a National Merit Commended Scholar. Ryan has been on the
Honor Roll all four years of HS. He currently has a full schedule of AP
courses. Ryan played Varsity Golf for the last three years, and has also
participated in Varsity Basketball and Varsity Lacrosse.
Ryan is competing in The Cyber Patriot competition this year, and so far,
his team has done extremely well, landing in the top 10% in the country. There
are several more rounds through April. Cyber Patriot is the premier high school
defensive cyber security competition hosted by the Air Force Association with
over 2717 high school teams across the world.

Ryan has been accepted to several of his top choice schools so far,
including the University of Rochester. He’s very excited! He’s deciding between
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute and
University of Rochester
at the moment, though
he was also admitted to
the Colorado School of
Mines. He plans to study
some combination of
Physics and Engineering,
with some Computer
Science, while in college.

K

Kyle Birchfield ‘13
Valor Christian High School Discovery Mission Program

Kyle is a sophomore at Valor Christian High School. He is a member of the Valor Boys Swim + Dive Team, the National
Honor Society, the Valor Ambassadors, and also helped to start an intramural club at his school. Since moving to
Colorado he has picked up snowboarding (photo below).
Valor Discovery (the mission program at Kyle’s high school) gives students opportunities for immersion into mission work
around the world. Kyle will travel to Haiti for the second time in March (he traveled with the team last year as well), with the Valor
Discovery Team, and is very excited for the opportunity to serve. He has a passion for helping those suffering around the world. He
discovered a love for the people of Haiti and enjoys sharing his faith, while also helping the kids and families.
As part of the Haiti mission, Kyle’s team worked on a house for a widow
who was kicked out of her home for accepting Christ. They gave goats to the
community, handed out backpacks filled with essentials to the community, worked
on building/painting homes, played with the orphans, among many other things.
They partnered with “Hope Rising Haiti” on this trip.
He is hoping to travel to Rwanda next year, but is open to serving in any
capacity. Kyle says “I enjoy working with kids and adults through our mission work,
and I have seen
the joy that we

Also Ryan competed in the Spartan Race that was
held in Breckenridge last year….he and his Dad, Steve, both
finished and did really well!

“We just can’t thank the faculty and
staff at St. Nicholas enough for the
amazing foundation given to Ryan
and Kyle!”
- - Colene Birchfield

Top, left to right: Matchwits
Quizbowl Competition;
Ryan’s class picture; Ryan
on the golf course; Ryan and
his dad in the Spartan Race;
Ryan and brother Kyle with
their mom Colene. Thank
you to Colene for sharing
the information and photos.
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bring to the kids of a
third world country.
Seeing the suffering
and poverty through
our work gives me a
different perspective
of other cultures and
makes me want to
continue to learn.”
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Join your friends on Facebook

ALUMNI NEWS

Share your fondest memories from Grace Church to
the Min-Tom Campus. Find out what your friends
from St. Nicholas are doing now.

Cynthia (Owings) Groseclose ‘86
Chef . Food Stylist
Recipe Developer . Creative
By Cynthia Owings Groseclose ‘86, Food Stylist

“When I look at food images, I’m always
thinking, would I want to eat that?
Because that’s the whole measure of
food styling, making food look delicious
... I love to make something beautiful,
and then see it captured in photography.”
At a weekday lunch she just concocted for friends,
Cynthia Groseclose is sitting cross-legged on the floor. We
are, too, on folded Mexican blankets around a low table
dressed with gauzy linens, a bottle of Vinho Verde, and
stems of lavender in a glass.
It’s a beach picnic moved indoors because of rain,
and Cynthia’s menu brings on the sunshine. She’s made
sienna-hued salads of spicy chickpeas, butternut squash,
and a red curry and agave vinaigrette. There’s a roasted
carrot and harissa hummus, soft naan bread, and fresh
yogurt in an aqua-blue crock.
In this scene of whites, blues and sun-gold, Cynthia,
a self-described “sea person,” is barefoot. A tiny charm in
the shape of California hangs from a chain at her neck. It’s
an easygoing afternoon. As a cooler to the spice, we sip
sparkling water blended with dark cherries, basil, and lime.
The flavors are bright, and the conversation flows
for hours...
Cynthia Groseclose lives (best) in the salt air—whether she’s at her home in South Carolina, working in
Manhattan, or on frequent stays on the sunny California coast. Her food styling has been featured in national
advertising campaigns, James Beard Award-nominated cookbooks, and regional and national editorial
publications. Recent clients include Food & Wine, Cooking Light, Le Creuset, Caribou Coffee and Garden & Gun.
Growing up, Cynthia spent many a Chattanooga afternoon in her family’s kitchens. Her grandmother’s
creamed corn and fried chicken were just the beginning. After college, Cynthia earned a Diplôme de Cuisine at
Le Cordon Bleu in Paris, and worked in Manhattan kitchens before moving to an Atlantic-facing home in
Charleston—and to a focus on food styling.
Cynthia loves surfing with her family, and she’s a brand ambassador for the California-based women’s surf
and lifestyle brand, Carve Designs.
For more information, check out the blog site: http://www.cynthiagroseclose.com, and her upcoming
website www.cynthiagroseclosewellness.com where she will share recipes/healthy lifestyle inspiration.
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Go to www.stns.org/alumni or to
the homepage Facebook icon.

How to share your news . . .
• By e-mail/internet: Send your news to Kathy
Daugherty at kdaugherty@stns.org

• By regular mail: St. Nicholas School
7525 Min-Tom Drive . Chattanooga, TN 37421

1996

■

After five years as regional director for TDEC’s Environmental
Field Office in Chattanooga, Tyler Thurston Jeffrey ‘96 is now
project manager with Volkert, Inc. in Chattanooga. Founded in 1925,
Volkert, Inc., is an employee-owned, full-service consulting and
engineering firm, specializing in providing transportation and infrastructure engineering services to federal, state, and municipal governments
and private industry clients.

1999

■

Wes Giglio ‘99 and his wife Katherine welcomed a baby boy,
John Wesley “Jack” Giglio Jr. on May 1, 2017.

2000 and 2004

■

Marshall Bright ‘00 and Olivia Harrison ‘04 were recently featured
in the Girls Preparatory School alumni magazine. Excerpts from the
story are shown below.
After pursuing a path in non-profit communication in Pennsylvania,
Marshall Bright ‘00 decided to take a leap into the publishing world.
She says she always loved writing; as a student she served as the
editor of the GPS school newspaper, The Spectrum. Having loved that
experience, she decided to go in a more creative expansive direction
with her work. Also in her free time, she had pursued a passion for
cooking as a creative outlet. That interest helped her land an internship
at America’s Test Kitchen in Boston. With some experience under her
belt, Marshall moved to New York City, working any connections she
had to explore food and writing internships and positions. From overseeing a podcast to interning at Saveur Magazine, she believes her
experience eventually led her to her job as a food writer at Refinery29,
a women-focused lifestyle website.
“Bright said she took a risk moving to New York without many
contacts. That has driven her to met with other people looking to break
into what is a very competitive, driven industry in a bustling city – and
it’s how she reconnected with Olivia Harrison ‘04.
– A SHARED LOVE OF WORDS –
Olivia Harrison ‘04 is a trending lifestyle writer at Refinery29. “She
		

studied pop culture in college and knew she wanted to pursue writing
about lifestyle topics. After taking an internship with Bust magazine,
Harrison was interested when her mother mentioned Bright was also in
New York – Harrison and Bright’s families often overlapped – and Bright
sent her a message.” After introducing Harrison to an open position
at Refinery29, Bright and Harrison ended up working as writers in the
same department, side by side.
“Harrison likes that she connected with someone else from
Chattanooga and can share stories. She appreciates the friendship
and support she has received from Bright. ‘Marshall has shown me
that whenever you get into your industry, it’s important to pay it forward
to those who come after you.’ Harrison says, “I wouldn’t have this job
without her. It turns out that we’re very compatible and great friends
and colleagues. It’s important to lend a helping hand.”

2012

■

Olivia Combs ‘12 was part of the GPS Kazakhstan delegation
to attend the local model United Nations conference, where she was
awarded Honorable Mention.

Sasha Hitachi-Kizziah ‘14
Sasha Hitachi-Kizziah delighted the school community
by playing her instrument during chapel in January. She is
shown in the photo above with her St. Nicholas teachers Kara
Miscio and Carey Shinbaum.
Sasha is currently a student at the Chattanooga State
Collegiate High School. She began playing the piano around
the age of two, and began studying with a teacher at the age
of four. At seven, she learned the recorder playing with her
school’s music teacher, Carey Shinbaum, principal oboe of
the Huntsville Symphony. After months of playing the recorder
sideways in hopes for a flute, she got one for her ninth birthday.
Sasha studied flute with Dr. Heather Small from the age of nine
to twelve, and then began taking lessons with Kristen Holritz
in January of 2016. She also studies music theory with CSO
Conductor Kayoko Dan.
In 2014, Sasha auditioned for the CSOYO and became
first chair flute for the philharmonic. Since then, she has been
playing in the symphony orchestra for three years, and is
currently serving as principal flute.
Sasha has performed in master classes with Dr. Mary
Karen Clardy, Angela Jones-Reus, Robyn Bollinger, Emmanuel
Pahud, and participated in a flute clinic with Patricia George.
She attended the 2016 Sewanee Summer Music Festival with
Patricia George, and also performed concertos with the
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera in 2016.
Other accomplishments include winning the Atlanta
Flute Club Junior Artist Competition, performing at the 2013
Mid-South Flute Festival showcase/masterclass in Murfreesboro, TN, and a winners recital at the 2017 Atlanta Flute Club
Convention.
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McCallie School
Honors Lists
Congratulations to our St. Nicholas graduates
who have been recognized for their academic
achievements at McCallie School

1st Semester 2017-2018

Baylor FIRST® LEGO® League
Team Advances to SuperRegionals
The Baylor FIRST® LEGO® League Team was one of only 36 teams to
advance to the FIRST® LEGO® League TVA SuperRegionals after competition
in the TVA Chattanooga
Regional Qualifier earlier in
December.
The qualifying team,
pictured left, includes four
St. Nicholas graduates:
(sitting on the floor) sixth
grader Michael Iqbal ‘17;
(second row) seventh grader
Ally Creswell and eighth
graders Shayan
Bajestani ‘15 and Colby
Hawk ‘15; (third row) sixth
graders Jack Champion and
Redding Batt and eighth
grader Joshua Lefkoff
‘15; and (top right) sixth
grader Crawford Higdon.
The team is coached by
faculty members Dr. Mary
Loveless and Dr. Vince
Betro.

Headmaster’s List*
Garrison Brock ‘11
Ian Brunetz ‘15
Jackson Ermenc ‘17
Aiden Foley ‘11
Jacob Gossett /13
Tate Holsonback ‘17
Luke Jacobs ‘16
Will Kline ‘16
Will Manning ‘17
Andrew Negus ‘15

Mitchell Negus ‘12
Riley Parker ‘13
Rahul Patel ‘15
Samuel Pierce ‘17
Michael Quinn ‘12
Patrick Ramey ‘11
Ross Stitts ‘11
Carter Wendt ‘16
Alex Williams ‘14

Honor Roll**
John Arrowsmith ‘14
Teddy Arrowsmith ‘16
Brandon Brown ‘12
Jacob Cornell ‘17
Joshua Cornell ‘15
David deOlloqui ‘17
Rex Ealy ‘14
Riley Flynn ‘16
Harrison Gilliland ‘15
Zach Israel ‘16
Kielen Kniegge ‘15

Cal Poston ‘17
Mac Poston ‘12
Sid Puttagunta ‘17
Brock Ragsdale ‘15
Bruce Renner ‘11
Jared Richard ‘11
Grant Scoggins ‘17
Abinav Siddamreddy ‘14
Holden Wilhoit ‘14
Reagan Yates ‘14
Jack Young ‘13

Faculty Recognition List***
Nic Ankar ‘13
Ian Brunetz ‘15
Ian Campbell /12
Jacob Cornell ‘17
Joshua Cornell ‘15
Aiden Foley ‘11
Riley Flynn ‘16
Jacob Gossett ‘13
Luke Jacobs ‘16
Will Kline ‘17
Will Manning ‘17

Andrew Negus ‘15
Mitchell Negus ‘12
Rahul Patel ‘15
Cal Poston ‘17
Michael Quinn ‘12
Patrick Ramey ‘11
Grant Scoggins ‘17
Ross Stitts ‘11
Alex Williams ‘14
Jack Young ‘13

* Headmaster’s List - students must earn all “A’s” for the
semester.
** Honor Roll - must earn an overall 3.5 average or better
with no grade lower than a B-.
*** Faculty Recognition List - recognizes students who
faculty members think deserve special recognition for
their academic efforts during the semester.
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This is the second
year in a row that the Baylor
team has advanced to the
SuperRegionals. “The team
improved in every area from last year’s competition” said Betro. The SuperRegional competition was January 13 at Chattanooga State Community College.
While the team did not advance past this event, it is impressive to have made it
this far in the competition.
“Congratulations to all these students,” said Loveless. “Our robot, design,
project, and core values were all very solid in our qualifier. Now we have a bit of
time to make them even more amazing.”

Cl ass of 2013

■

Emma Prostko ‘13 was
inducted into the French Honor
Society at Girls Preparatory
School. Among the requirements
are a student’s demonstration
of interest, participation, and
leadership in French activities,
current enrollment in a Level II
French class or higher, and ability
to maintain an A minus average
or higher in French throughout
their academic career while also
maintaining a B minus average or
higher in all other subjects prior
to selection. Emma will serve
as an officer (secretary) of La
Société Honoraire de Français
(SHF). (Emma is on the right in
the photo.)

Cl ass of 2014

■

Rosa Anderson-Barrera ‘14 is a member of the Baylor School Cross Country
team. The Baylor girls’ cross country team has been recognized by the TSSAA as a
recipient of the Distinguished Scholastic Achievement Award. This marks the third
consecutive year the Red Raiders have received the honor. This year’s squad posted a
remarkable team grade point average of 3.84 during the fall 2017 season. In addition,
92% of the team earned further recognition as recipients of the Student-Athlete Award
of Merit, given for maintaining a GPA of 3.5 or higher while in the competitive season.

■

McCallie School student Ishmael Sanford ‘14 auditioned for National Association for Music Education. He was competing against all high school violinists in East
Tennessee. Those who are accepted (the audition score makes them eligible, scored on

Girls Preparatory
School
Congratulations to our St. Nicholas
graduates who have been recognized
for their academic achievements at GPS

1st Semester 2017-2018
Head of School List*
Olivia Combs ‘12
Ella Harris ‘17
Brianna House ‘12
Jadyn Matthews ‘13

sight reading, prepared piece, and
scales) go to All East and perform

in an orchestra made up of
students from all over the east
Tennessee Area. This is the
first time they have ever played
together. The top 12 first violins
from the All East Orchestra go
to All State. At All State, there is
another audition for Chair position
in the All State Orchestra. That
will happen in April. Ishmael got
9th position in All East. That puts
him in 2nd violin in All State. He
will be one of 6 chair positions in
2nd violin. There are 1st and 2nd
violins. There are 6 chairs in each
section. (Ishmael is on front left in
the photo.)

Ava Scotchie ‘15
Olivia Scotchie ‘15
Audrey Zmaj‘17

Distinguished List**
Mary Margaret Arrowsmith ‘11
Louisa Bohner ‘15
Gracie Pritchett ‘17
Julia Combs ‘15
Claire Scotchie ‘17
Sara Kate Elrod ‘17
Astha Sinha ‘14
Iris Love ‘15
Kate Thel ‘11
Erin Maxwell ‘13
Isabelle Torrence ‘13
Ruchi Patel ‘12

Honors List***

Cl ass of 2015 and 2017

■

Girls Preparatory School students Julia Combs ‘15 and Ella Harris ‘17 were
two of six selected to participate with Head of School Dr. Autumn Graves and Past
Board Chair, Dr. Chris Smith, in a livestreamed Town Hall event for a certain group of
dedicated supporters of GPS to preview and learn about their Strategic Plan.
“You were selected and recommended for this honor by your Division Heads and
Deans of Students because you have continuously shown commitment, excitement,
and love for your school and are believed to offer valuable insight and perspective. As
a member of this student panel, you will represent the GPS student body in creating
the future of our school. Congrats to you!”

Bella Durst ‘17
Kate Farris ‘17
Lyla Murfee Jones ‘11
Emily Kreek ‘15
Alex Kutchins ‘14
Molly Milam ‘12
Isabel Milan ‘14

Taylor Miller ‘17
Katie Millican ‘13
Isabel Ponce ‘17
Annie Sanford ‘14
Lily Shire‘11
Daphne Thomas ‘11
Alison WIlliams ‘14

* Head of School List - students must earn all A’s”
** Distinguished List - must earn no grade lower
than A- for the semester.
*** Honors List - must earn no grade lower than
a B- for the semester.

Cecilia Rodriguez ‘12 and
Maxime Werk ‘13

Baylor’s Vervé Members at TAD Festival
Cecilia Rodriguez ‘12 and Maxime Werk ‘13, members of Baylor’s Vervé
dance troupe, attended the Tennessee Association of Dance Festival at
MTSU in September. The Baylor dancers were featured in the festival’s
student choreography project and earned high praise for their performance
of Beauty of the Bodies, a piece choregraphed by Rodriguez that addressed
positive body image. The students also opened the festival’s dance connections showcase, performing Bing, Bang, Beat, a jazz piece choreographed
by Baylor dance instructor Cathy Pettway that was reprised at the annual
Vervé concert Jan. 31 – Feb. 3 in Roddy Theater.
(Article from Baylor School)

Maxime is front row left, and Cecilia is back row left.
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2018 Auction & Gala ... Celebrating 60 Years!

Visit with Alumni Friends
and Former Teachers

Featuring Live Music By

4.14.18
6:30-11:00

CALLING ALL ALUMNI
21 AND OVER!

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

VIP Event for Alumni Sponsors; and
Diamond Level and above Sponsors, at
6:00pm on the night of the Auction
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel.

Wendy Elrod and Natasha Durst,
Auction Co-Chairs

Value Added:
• Tickets to Auction & Preview Party
• Tickets to Alumni Event
• Advertising in Catalog
and on website.

ONLINE AUCTION MARCH 19–APRIL 9!
biddingforgood.com/stnicholas

24 |

Connections is published by St. Nicholas School.
Mark Fallo, Head of School; Elizabeth Rutledge, Assistant Head of
School; Wendy Elrod, Board of Trustees Chair; Cori Hasden,
Admission Director; Kathy Daugherty, Executive Assistant /
Website / Development-Publications.
© by St. Winter
Nicholas
School.
Member: NAES, NAIS, TAIS, SAIS
Connections
Spring
2018

Scan from
mobile device to
access stns.org

