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Past, Present, and Future Day!

T

St. Nicholas Celebrates
Golden Years

he school-wide theme for this past year, From the
Past Will Come the Future, celebrated the 50 years
of St. Nicholas School’s existence. The words “From the Past
Will Come the Future” are from “Hymn of Promise,” a hymn we often
sing in chapel (see page 17).

50

Using the idea of the school’s
spanning five decades, each division
was assigned a specific time frame or
decade.

What a celebration! In classic St. Nicholas fashion, it was
well organized and carefully planned, and held together with
healthy doses of fun, creativity, and spontaneity. Positive
attitudes and teamwork carried the day. Both the adults and
the kids were worn out, but as the day ended, it was one of
the “best days ever” in the history of the school.

50 Years

Creating Masterpieces

On April 21, all divisions celebrated
the past 50 years – not only in the wonderful growth of St. Nicholas School,
but in the comparisons and contrasts
of a child’s life in the present with life
in the past. In addition, students also
contemplated the life of children in
the future.
Many parents, students and
staff attended the staging of “This
is Your Life, St. Nicholas.” A slide show filled with pictures depicting
school life at St. Nicholas began each look at each decade. As a timeline of St. Nicholas
events unfolded, students portrayed a cast of characters instrumental in the development of
St. Nicholas: The Rev. Lee Balch, Stan Burrows, Zelma Lansford
(Hammel), Bob Davis, Roger Fitch, Jan Davis, and The Rev. Michael Robinson. Each segment was punctuated by a presentation by
students who studied that particular era (the Twist, line dances, crazy
hair styles and fashion through the ages). What a fun day it was!
After the presentation, students gathered on the Commons in the
shape of a huge “50” (see back cover). A museum of decades presented each cottage’s time period, including music, fads, literature,
sports, and news. Following a picnic lunch, students participated
in a rotation of three activities:
games of the decades, a “predict
the future” time capsule activity,
and St. Nicholas Bandstand that
allowed the students to dance
their way through the decades.
(continued on page 5)

Past, Present Future School-Wide Celebration:
Top to bottom, left: Janice Robbins, “This is Your Life, St. Nicholas”; Birthday
cake; Level 7 students playing the parts of adults who began St. Nicholas
School (Cassandra McCarley, Mary Margaret Rodgers and Andrew Sharpe as
group of Grace Episcopal Church parishoners who wanted to start a preschool,
Faraaz Rizvi as Stan Burrows Jr., Hampton Clark as The Rev. Lee Balch;
Top to bottom, right: Level 6 students doing a skit (Kathryn Thomas, Sawyer
Richardson, McCall Waldrop, Garrison Brock, Kyli Erwin;
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Mr. Fallo with students who are children of alums - blowing out the
candles (Louisa Bohner, Holden Wilhoit, and Jacob Simpson).

		

Top:Middle Primary 1950’s decade; Left to right: Students doing ‘60’s and ‘70’s dances; Max Milam as The Rev. Michael Robinson, Lower
Primary students ‘80’s and ‘90’s decades; Students ‘80’s and ‘90’s with Chad Marsh as “Billy Ray Cyrus” on guitar; Hannah Casteel,
Lindsey Duncan, Zoe McCarley, and Katie Millican dressed in ‘80’s attire; “Blues Brother” Connor Quinn; Level 7 girls on the lawn;
Ashton Jenne all dressed up and showing peace sign; Sixties Music display in Upper Primary; Lauren Hoffman and Erin Maxwell
enjoying picnic on the grounds.
5

An Episcopal Education

O

students may have an excused absence for religious holidays; programs representing different religious and cultures presented by families of children within our school; guest speakers; bowing to the cross is not required; curricular attention to
diversity; music/art attention of different groups; over five decades of growing spirituality of all of its students; students learn
to understand, embrace, value differences as identify commonalities.

Our Episcopal Identity

By Mark Fallo
ur Episcopal Identity is integral to the success of St. Nicholas
School. Beyond chapel, what does this mean and how does
our Episcopal Identity manifest itself throughout the program?
The National Association of Episcopal Schools (NAES) is a national organization that provides support and resources to its member schools,
including St. Nicholas. During the 2007-2008 school year, our faculty/staff
used NAES’ Principles of Good Practice for Furthering Episcopal Identity in
Episcopal Schools to document how this applies at St. Nicholas.

Governance

What follows are the Principles of Good Practice indicators with informal
examples or descriptions of how each is fulfilled at St. Nicholas. For the sake
of brevity, the information is summarized and not comprehensive.

Mission

The school’s mission dictates a commitment to embrace and fulfill the
inclusive spirit of the Christian Gospel as conferred by its Episcopal
identity: Not specifically addressed in the mission statement, but covered
extensively in “What is an Episcopal School,” found on our website and in
publications.
The school’s mission supports the spiritual as well as the academic formation of its students: Chapel; chaplain’s leadership; some activities begin with a prayer, three R’s: respect, responsibility and the golden Rule; reinforcing chapel lessons
through the day.
The school’s religious mission respects and embodies the spirit of seeking, yearning, the searching which is at the
heart of the spiritual experience and Anglican expression of faith: encourages students to expand thinking and broaden
perspectives by exposure to language, culture, environments, etc.; age-appropriate presentation of the concept [of] searching
for spiritual experience – encouraging respect, tolerance, and sharing love with one another; pushing kids to think beyond
themselves; field trips that focus on our mission, school themes each year.

Community Life
The school’s traditions and community life demonstrate its commitment to honor, celebrate, and worship God in Christ
as the center of life and to support all people, regardless of origin, ability, or religion: community service projects and
ingatherings/drives; daily chapel – hymns, prayers, homilies, celebration of special days in the Christian year as well as other
religions; opportunities to read books that support or investigate religious theme; non-discriminatory admission policy.
Students are grounded in the school’s Episcopal identity through its community life. For example, the school’s discipline practices balance a commitment both to nurture students and to teach accountability: work directly with students,
treating each child with respect; offer students opportunity to change
behavior; involve parents when additional support needed; stress the
chance to start anew, reinforced by attending chapel at start of new day;
“Do right when out of sight” – God knows.
The faculty and staff are initially oriented and regularly supported in their understanding of and commitment to the Episcopal
identity of the school as central to its mission and to their particular
roles and work: immersion, rather than orientation: supported by chapel practices, visits from church leaders, occasional reading requirements
or meetings, yearly visit from bishop, deacon on campus; faculty-led
chapels.

Religious Diversity
The school has a fundamental commitment to be an inclusive community grounded in respect for each of its members. The religious pluralism of the school community provides a magnificent opportunity to foster the religious and spiritual formation of people from a variety of religious backgrounds:
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(continued on page 7)

The school’s governance structure calls for regular review and examination of the school’s Episcopal identity by the
board: instrumental in initiating consideration of NAES’ Principles of Good Practice as applied to Episcopal Identity.
The board, as it exercises its responsibility for strategic planning, assures that the school’s Episcopal identity remains a principal focus both of the content and implementation of any plan: focus for recent strategic planning session
and goal setting as well as in routine discussions and considerations.
The board membership includes sufficient representation of Episcopalians to assure and sustain the school’s continuing Episcopal identity. All board members, regardless of religious affiliation, share the responsibility to support
and articulate the school’s Episcopal mission: from the Bylaws: A minimum of one-third of the voting members shall be
Episcopalians with every effort made to strive for a majority within each member class & St. Nicholas School, as an independent Episcopal school, is in communion with the Bishop of the Diocese of East Tennessee as it relates to religious worship,
education, doctrine, and discipline.
At times of leadership transition, the board emphasizes the centrality of the school’s Episcopal identity as it seeks a
new leader: essential when looking for a new Head of School; included in profile of school prepared for candidates.

Leadership Of The Head Of School
The head of school is the primary ambassador of and advocate for Episcopal identity and, as spiritual leader of the
school, shares this ministry with the rector, chaplain, and other key leaders: shares his knowledge with student and
teacher applicants: communicates and demonstrates spiritual leadership through the decisions he makes concerning
students and faculty, demonstrated by chapel presentations, faculty presentations, parent presentations/interactions; leads
a weekly chapel, participates in special chapels; participates in
TAES; supports the work of NAES; collaborates with the Chaplain; addresses questions of faith, spirituality with Chaplain.

Chaplaincy
Chaplains, lay or ordained, are custodians, models and teachers of the school’s Episcopal identity, and encourage and support the head of school’s ministry: The Rev. Janice Robbins,
as a Deacon in the Episcopal Church, serves as Chaplain, shares
her knowledge with student and teacher applicants: communicates and demonstrates spiritual leadership through the decisions
she makes concerning students and faculty, demonstrated by
chapel presentations, faculty presentations, parent presentations/
interactions; directs the chapel program, leads a weekly chapel,
participates in special chapels; supports the work of NAES; collaborates with the Head of School; addresses questions of faith,
spirituality with the Head of School.
The ministry of the chaplaincy lay or ordained, is itself a
vital manifestation of the school’s Episcopal identity: Chaplain explains Episcopal Identity: models, teaches, lives the
vision; organizes chapel guild, acolytes; directs the chapel program.

Leadership of Other Key Administrative Leaders

The admission officer, division heads, development officers,
and other key leaders in the school community are also
responsible for understanding, communicating, and supporting the school’s Episcopal identity. In particular, admission staffs are knowledgeable about and committed to the school’s Episcopal identity when representing the school to
prospective families: Episcopal Identity explained on the website, at admission events, and in school materials; administrators attend chapel regularly; Admission, Development and other administrators understand, support and further develop
Episcopal Identity.
(continued on page 9)
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From the Past Will Come the Future

An Episcopal Education
Worship

Grandparents & Special Friends
Visiting Day – April 29, 2009
April 29 was a beautiful spring day and the St. Nicholas campus looked
wonderful. Students were so excited to share classroom projects as well
as aspects of their daily routine with visitors on Grandparents and Special
Friends Visiting Day.
Guests attended chapel and enjoyed music performed by the students.
Laughter and smiles abounded as visitors saw how St. Nicholas plays such
an important role in the development of their grandchildren.
It was an awesome day!

(continued from page7)

Worship is one of the most universal and
effective expressions of Episcopal identity and community life, and is both held regularly and required for all faculty
and students: daily chapel attended by all faculty/students; form/content follows liturgy in Book of Common Prayer;
hymns mix of traditional/other; experience an expression of core values of school, i.e. Episcopal identity, teachers refer
back to chapel to reiterate lessons/messages.
The use of Episcopal liturgies on regularly scheduled or special occasions (for example, Opening Day, Founders
Day, Lessons and Carols, Blessing of the Animals, Baccalaureate and Graduation) highlights the school’s Episcopal
identity: daily chapel’s opening/closing sentence, reverence (bow) to cross, altar; advent traditions, seasonal songs, colors, etc.; Book of Common Prayer; Lord’s Prayer and birthday
prayer, etc.; adapted liturgy at events such as Promotion,
Graduation.
The use of prayer, including explicitly Christian language
when appropriate, in the life of the school, including major
public occasions, is an important expression of Episcopal
identity: Lord’s Prayer, closing prayer, birthday, snack/lunch
blessing, sometimes singing prayers, Saints of God; blessings
before lunch daily; hymns sung everyday as well as secular
music with relevant spiritual component; major concerts, etc.,
parent meetings opened with prayer; Birthday prayer from
Book of Common Prayer; opening day prayers/liturgy, also
used during year; Opening and Closing sentences in chapel;
Opening and Closing prayers in chapel. The school’s worship
services are sensitive to the diversity of religious identities represented by the students and faculty while remaining faithful
to Christian foundations and Episcopal practice and tradition:
chapel speakers, guests, music, presentations, extensions; non-Christian students not required to kneel for birthday prayer
or bow to the cross; guest presenters or presentations in chapel and/or in class educate students about different religious
practices; gift to graduates reflects religious faith of student.

Academic Life
The religious studies curriculum of Episcopal schools is as fully rigorous as any other academic course. If other
courses are graded, religious studies courses are graded as well: do not have a “religious studies” course per se; do
have consistent messages in chapel, reinforced throughout the day.
Whether the content is provided through interdisciplinary study or religious studies classes, students in Episcopal
schools, from the middle school years on, study Christian foundations; are introduced to sacred texts of other faith
traditions; learn about other world faith traditions; study ethics and engage in moral reasoning; and explore the role
of religion in American history and contemporary life: St. Nicholas does not have a middle school, but content may be
included in chapel in a limited or introductory way; included in classes where appropriate.
Religion classes, when offered in Episcopal elementary programs, are developmentally appropriate and stress
commonalities rather than differences between individuals and cultures: included in classes where appropriate, with
units of study inclusive of other religions and traditions; seek to stress commonalities; seek to understand, embrace, and
appreciate differences – not limited to religious topics.

Outreach Program
Community service, service learning and other forms of outreach are tangible expressions of the school’s Episcopal identity and are mandatory for all students beginning in the middle school years. Forms of outreach are also
desirable for younger students, provided they are developmentally appropriate: school themes designed to encourage
students to think of ways to enhance their community; outreach at all levels is included – both for students and for families
– with opportunities for giving self in physical service, as well as gifts and money; ingatherings of food and other items;
money collected (donated or earned by students to fund school-wide initiatives.
The school’s commitment to make financial aid a major priority within its operating budget expresses its Episcopal identity. In so doing, it fulfills its mission to sustain a diverse and inclusive community: the school offers financial
assistance, making St. Nicholas more affordable for those students who could not otherwise attend.
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ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI FEATURE ...

Alec Jordan ‘02
Scholarship, Leadership, Service and Character

A

lec received a Certificate of Achievement each year of high school for maintaining an
average of 3.75 or more. He took gifted, advanced, and AP classes throughout his
academic career, beginning in pre-kindergarten.
He scored Maxima Cum Laude on the National Latin Exams I, II, and III and took a
fourth year of Latin in his senior year. Alec is a National Merit Scholarship Qualifier. He was
a state level Duke TIP finalist in both math and verbal sections.
He is a member of the National Honor Society of Secondary School, Cliff Hale Chapter.
Selection is based on scholarship, leadership, service, and character. He received the
Presbyterian College Academic Achievement Award 2008 PC Fellow award for outstanding
scholarship through his junior year.

Alec Jordan
Class of 2002
Dalton High School, Class of 2009
Attending Vanderbilt University

Alec received several writing awards: Top Ten Winner in the 7th-8th grade category
of the Creative Communications Young Poets Contest, Fall 2004; the third highest score in
Dalton Middle School on the Essay portion of the CRCT standardized test for eighth graders;
United States Achievement Academy National English Merit Award winner in 2004-05; and
the district tenth grade winner of young Georgia Authors’ writing competition for poetry.

He was named to Who’s Who in American High Schools. He is a member of the Latin and Philosophy Clubs, National Honor
Society, National Latin Honor Society, and former Chess Club member.
Alec began swimming competitively year-round at age seven (USA Swimming, Chattanooga area summer swim league, and
middle and high school teams). Highlights of his 10-year swimming career included qualifying for numerous GRSPA State competitions and winning bronze medals in the 50 freestyle and 50 butterfly in the summer of 2005. He received three summer team high
point awards and runner-up high point award for the Chattanooga Area Swim League Championship in the 13-14 age group. He has
qualified for Dalton High School State Swim Team for the last three years. Alec was the only freshman his first year and helped Dalton High School take fourth place in Georgia. He served as captain of the high school swim team during his junior year. Alec decided
to dedicate more time to his rigorous studies and expanded into other activities for his senior year.
		 He has received United Way Outstanding Youth Volunteer Awards each of the last three
years for his work as a volunteer assistant swim coach for the local special Olympics swim team. He
coached at team practices and went with the team to Emory University for Georgia Special Olympics
as coach and chaperone of the group of young men he coached and supervised. Alec plans to continue his volunteer work into college.

Thank you to Alec’s parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Jordan, for
providing the information in
this article.

He is lifeguard certified and worked as lifeguard at Dalton Parks and Recreation Department’s two public pools and part-time
special needs camp counselor for the summer of 2006. During the summer 2007, Alec taught children’s swim lessons through the
Swim America Program. During the summer of 2008, he was a counselor for Dalton Parks and Recreation Department’s Camp Sunshine, a day camp for special needs children, ages 8 to 18.
Alec plays guitar and piano. He reads music, but has the ability to play by ear as well. He is an active member of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church youth group and community service activities.

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009, three former St. Nicholas
students – Meg Howick Torrence ‘93, Hope Howick ‘90 and
Michal Howick ‘ 97 – were so excited to talk with one of
their most favorite teachers, Janice Robbins (also a deacon
of the Church of the Good Shepherd on Lookout Mountain). Smiles for all!
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Sincerely,
Suzie Howick, alumni parent

Congratulations

Jon Meacham ‘81
Pulitzer Prize Winner
Newsweek Editor, and St. Nicholas alum
To get the full story, “Jon Meacham: A Career of Balance,” check out the
July/August issue of Chattanooga Magazine (chattmag.com). In the story
Jon speaks about his Chattanooga beginnings and attending St. Nicholas
School. He also shares how important his early teachers were to his successful career. You can also read more about Jon on his website (jonmeacham.com).

ALUMNI FEATURE ...
(photo and story begins on
the back cover)

J.R. Fitch ‘91

friend of a friend, the opportunity came up to be a financial advisor trainee with A.G. Edwards in Chattanooga. “I have always
had an entrepreneurial spirit and loved looking at something new to learn and explore so I began to pray about this. I wasn’t sure
that I would enjoy the world of stocks and bonds. I just never thought it would fit.” But it did. God had a plan for J.R. Fitch and
stepping out on faith is what He asked J.R. to do.
In August of 2005, J.R. Fitch married Autumn Wiggins, a former Miss Hamilton County and finalist at the Miss Tennessee Pageant in 2004. “Our families are close. After Autumn and I had dated for two and a half years our parents and family
members had gotten to know each other very well and enjoyed spending time together.” Within five months of the wedding,
however, everything changed. “My father in-law was taken from us very tragically as a result of an industrial accident. In the
days that followed, as I walked through the very difficult process of advising my mother-in-law with regard to her finances, my
entire perspective on this business began to change. I started to see that I wasn’t just managing people’s finances. This isn’t a cut
and dried position. It isn’t just another job. These are people with needs. I guess you could say it brought my job as a financial
advisor to a personal level. This is a level that I haven’t left.”
Very quickly his focus changed, from a business perspective to a ministry perspective. “In most cases I am not just a
financial advisor, but a counselor and a friend in some sense.” With the market so risky over the last couple of years, trust has
become so much more important. “Someone at church once came up to me and, whatever it was that they had been asked, he
told me his response was ‘If a Fitch says it, I believe it.’ I am proud of that reputation, but it also comes with a high level of
responsibility.” J.R. continues. “I want to be trustworthy. That is most important.” With his experience, knowledge and compassion, he is able to really make this not just a job, but a ministry. With his success as a financial advisor continuing to grow, in
March of 2008 J.R. Fitch was promoted to Branch Manager at what became, through a merger, Wells Fargo Advisors in Dalton,
Georgia, and in February of 2009 was promoted to Senior Vice President. Mentioning committees and boards he has been a
part of, he is most passionate about the Christian radio station J-103. “I have been on their advisory board for about a year and a
half now. Being a part of that family and the work they are doing in Chattanooga and the surrounding areas is invaluable.”
Wachovia Securities is now Wells Fargo Advisors. This is the third merger or buy out and through it all J.R. has grown
and prospered in business, his faith and personal life. “I know I was placed here as a financial advisor for a purpose. However,
on the weekends and in my spare time you will still find me elbow deep in a car engine.”
11
											– – Rachel Noble

Join your friends on Facebook

How to share your news . . .
• By e-mail/internet: 			

Share your fondest memories from Grace Church
to the Min Tom Campus. Find out what your friends
from St. Nicholas are doing now.

ALUMNI NEWS

Send your news to Dexter Cantelou
at dcantelou@stns.org

Class of 1998

St. Nicholas School
7525 Min-Tom Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37421

Class of 1999

■ Megan Bookout is now Mrs. Megan Bookout
Bergmann and lives in Nashville.

Class of 1988

■ Haleigh Sherbak is pursuing her master’s in
the human development counseling program at
Vanderbilt. Haleigh graduated with honors from the
University of Georgia with a bachelor’s in psychology and Spanish. At UGA, Haleigh was president of
her sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta.

■

Rachelle Wade Haddock shared a photo of her son,
Christopher “Grady” Haddock, Jr., who was born on January
22. Rachelle is married to Dr. Chris Haddock. Chris is a family
physician with Erlanger South and Rachelle is a gallery manager at Shuptrine Fine Art Group. They live in Ringgold and
both graduated from the University of Georgia.

Albernie Ferguson
Class of 1999

■ Lela Moore Ryan shared photos from a recent marathon
she ran. Lela writes, “ Hi and greetings from New York. You
Grady Haddock
had asked earlier if I could send you some photos from the Country Music Marathon in Nashville. I’m happy to report that I completed the full 26.2 in just over
5 hours in 90-degree heat and 67% humidity (heat index
of 102 degrees F!). It was a fun but very challenging race!
That said, I would do it again in a heartbeat. In the past
year I’ve raised over $5,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society through my involvement with Team in Training,
another achievement I’m pretty proud of.”
Class of 1991

Baylor School Class of 2005
Rhodes College Class of 2009

■ Congratulations to Aria Radpour who was married in
November 2009 to Scott Gilchrist.

A

fter graduation from
Rhodes College on May
16, 2009, with a BA in mathematics, Albernie is currently working
for Target as an Executive Team
Leader in Guest Experience and
Softlines in the Atlanta area.
While attending Rhodes,
she was a student worker in the
health center; student worker in
the Bonner center for faith and
service; Redhotz Dance Team
vice president and member;
residence life resident assistant
and head resident assistant;
student representative for big
deihl weekend activities committee. She was also a member of
Rhodes College diplomats, statistics student tutor; and student
liason for the communication and
collaboration committee. She
writes, “On the side, I volunteered at various elementary
schools as a tutor and worked
at Mercer Health and Benefits
as an actuarial intern. Busy
much?... You might say? Yes!!!”

Class of 1992

Lela Moore ‘88 at the Country
Music Marathon in Nashville.
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■ Erin Davis Oliver teaches Biology at Girls Preparatory
School. Erin is responsible for establishing a partnership
with Erlanger Hospital during the last school year in which
her students are allowed to shadow different specialty
areas of the hospital each week during their double period
lab. “Erlanger, being a teaching hospital, is accustomed to
having medical students observe personnel and intern in
various areas; however, GPS was the first high school to
have students visit on a weekly basis.”

Class of 1993
Cory Stott is pastor of Trinity Presbyterian
Church in Meridian, MS. He graduated with
honors from the University of Tennessee with
degrees in music and religious studies. He
received his master’s of divinity degree from
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga.

■ Eleanor Bright was chosen by her classmates
to reprise her chapel talk at the GPS commenceMandie Macaluso ‘02
ment this year. “Her sister Marshall Bright ‘00 was
also the choice of her class to repeat her chapel talk, a unique bit of history for
a unique class.”

■ Mandie Macaluso was listed as “future humanitarian” in the GPS article
highlighting her accomplishments. She is going to attend Clemson University this spring. Mandie is a member of the National Honor Society and was a
four-year member of the GPS track team. She was twice a class officer and a
community service representative for four years. She has been a leader in the
spring carnival for Big Brothers Big Sisters, Habitat
for Humanity, and projects by the Spanish Club.
She is considering engineering as a career choice
and perhaps work in the Peace Corps at some
future date. Mandie said, “I want whatever I do not
just to benefit me but to impact someone else.”
Class of 2003

■ Frankie Booker graduated from North Whitfield
High School and will be attending Shorter College
in Rome, GA. He will be majoring in history and
secondary education.
■

Sarah Mastey was selected to the Tennessee
State lacrosse team for the National Lacrosse
Tournament. She was the season’s high scorer
with 36 goals. She is a student at Girls Preparatory
School.

■ Leah Schulson was inducted into the Cum Laude Society in May at Baylor
School. She also won the Latin Award.

Chase Brookshire
Class of 2002
McCallie School
Class of 2009

C

hase Brookshire was on the Honor Roll
at McCallie as a senior this spring. He
will be attending Belmont College.
Chase has played baseball for many
years and the left-handed pitcher was
recently signed to play baseball at Belmont.
“Chase is an outstanding left-handed pitcher
that will make an immediate impact on our
program,” Head Coach Dave Jarvis said. “At
Belmont, we are committed to signing the
best players in Tennessee, and Chase fits
that mold. Furthermore, Chase’s excellent
academic record and strong family support
will make the transition to Belmont natural.”
You can see the article about Chase
on the Belmont website at http://belmontbruins.cstv.com/sports/m-basebl/specrel/072809aaa.html

Class of 2004

■ The McCallie School debate team of John Arnold and Austen Smith
claimed a state title at the Tennessee High School Speech and Drama League
State Tournament in Nashville. The sophomores were undefeated in eight
matches. Of McCallie’s five Public Forum teams, four advanced to the quarterfinals and two were semifinalists. The debate topic concerned the pros and
cons of the Employee Free Choice Act.

Class of 1994

■ Lauren Worley recently married Tanner
Daniel Knauth. Lauren received her master’s
degree in communication with a concentration
in conflict resolution and reconciliation from
Abilene Christian University.

Class of 2002

Frankie Booker ‘03

■

Daly Smith ‘97 with Mandy McGuire Bohner
‘83 (St. Nicholas Art Director) during a
recent visit to the St. Nicholas campus.

Class of 1997

■

In the Spotlight

■ Katy Bridger teaches in Los Angeles for Teach
for America.

• By regular mail:

Go to www.stnsalums.org or
www.stnicholasalums.org
which will take you to the Facebook login.

In the Spotlight

ALUMNI NEWS

Daly Smith visited St. Nicholas recently. Daly graduated from McCallie School in 2003
and he is currently a senior at Morehouse College.

■ Laura Higbee will be attending Youth Leadership Chattanooga during the
2009-10 academic year. She will be staying with a French host family for 3
weeks in June 2009.
Class of 2005

■ Megan Mastey was voted sophomore class treasurer at GPS for the 20092010 school year.
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ALUMNI NEWS

St. Nicholas Graduates
Make the Grade
at McCallie School
Congratulations to our St. Nicholas
graduates who have been recognized
for their academic achievements at
McCallie School – May 2009

Graduating Seniors Visit St. Nicholas
Every May, an invitation is extended to all graduating seniors who are St.
Nicholas alumni to visit the campus and spend the morning with their alumni
class reminiscing about their years at St. Nicholas.

ALUMNI NEWS

Girls Preparatory School
2008-09 Honors

Class of 2002
Reunion

Headmaster’s List
(All A’s)

Members of the Class of 2002 attended the reunion and were recognized during the morning chapel service. They enjoyed a special chapel that
included singing a favorite, “The Kindergarten Wall.” Afterwards, these former
students were treated to a breakfast reception, which included the opportunity to visit with former teachers and a tour of the campus by current Level 7
students.

Chloe Brookshire ‘ 05
Anjali Chandra ‘08
Ragan Foley ‘08
April Forsthoffer ‘08
Lauren Glenn ‘05
Laura Higbee ‘04
Megan Mastey ‘05

Headmaster’s List
John Arnold ‘04
Bruce Baldree ‘05
Bowen Brown ‘06
Hayden Brown ‘08
Houston Clements ‘06
Garrett Glenn ‘08

Luke Hamilton ‘08
James Hayes ‘06
Tyler Mastey ‘08
Daniel Paré ‘06
Nihar Patel ‘03

Distinguished List

(All A’s and A-)
Megan Mastey ‘05
Chloe Brookshire ‘ 05
Megan McElheney ‘02
Eleanor Brock ‘07
Anina Mu ‘08
Savannah-Raye Camp ‘08
Lauren Glenn ‘05

Honor Roll**
Martin Krecker ‘04
Noah Ankar ‘08
J.P. Millet ‘05
Chase Brookshire ‘02
Brian Mu ‘05
Ed Carroll ‘05
Colton Petty ‘07
Ford Charman ‘02
Justin Powers ‘07
Collin Cochran ‘04
Will Snipes ‘02
Conner Fallo ‘07
Ethan Speicher ‘02
Hardy Farrow ‘02
Evan Speicher ‘05
Ryan Forsthoffer ‘05
Cole Wood ‘05
Grant Humphreys ‘04

Faculty Recognition List***
John Arnold ‘04
Bruce Baldree ‘05
Ford Charman ‘02
Collin Cochran ‘04
Max Crabtree ‘02
Conner Fallo ‘07
Hardy Farrow ‘02
Blake Feagans ‘03

2009 Grads are Off to College ...

Left to right, bottom row: Hailey Bryant, Allie Conn, Carver Lee, Ella Marie Sullivan,
Caroline Scales, Max Crabtree, Will Snipes, Hardy Farrow; top row: Natalie Brackett,
Trent Creswell, Miles Magallanes, Dillon Martin, Clay Hall, Casey Brock, Alec Jordan.

Ryan Forsthoffer ‘05
Grant Humphreys ‘04
Martin Krecker ‘04
Calvin McCarthy ‘07
Nihar Patel ‘03
Alex Sanford ‘05
Lynah Sherrill ‘07

* Headmaster’s List - students must earn
all “A’s” for the semester.
** Honor Roll - must earn an overall 3.5
average or better with no grade lower
than a B-.
*** Faculty Recognition List recognizes students who faculty members
think deserve special recognition for their
academic efforts during the semester.
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Megan McElheney ‘02
Megan Rohn ‘07
Nia Sanders ‘08
Grace Sanford ‘08
Hannah Thel ‘09
Aliza Williams ‘07

St. Nicholas Class of
2002 in Alumni Chapel.

Casey Brock and Caroline
Scales on the Extended School
Program playground slide.

Victoria Addison
Natalie Brackett
Eleanor Bright
Casey Brock
Chase Brookshire
Hailey Bryant
Leanne Camp
Ford Charman
Allie Conn
Max Crabtree
Trent Creswell
Hardy Farrow
Clay Hall
Alex Hughes
Alec Jordan
Carver Lee
Amanda Macaluso
Miles Magallanes
Dillon Martin
Megan McElheney
Scott Peterson
Richard Powell
Caroline Scales
Julia Simon
Will Snipes
Ethan Speicher
Chloe Spitalny
Ella Marie Sullivan
Drew Taylor
Holly Turnbo
Graeme Webb

Earlham College
Washington University
Hampshire College
Univ. of TN-Chattanooga
Belmont University
Univ. of Georgia
Univ. of TN-Chattanooga
Wake Forest
University of Virgina
University of TN-Knoxville
DePaul University, Chicago
George Washington University
Georgia Tech
Univ. of Georgia
Vanderbilt University
Eckerd College
Clemson University
Abilene Christian University
Montana State University
University of TN-Knoxville
Chattanooga State
King College
Georgia Southern University
University of Alabama
Vanderbilt University
Berry College
Connecticut College
University of TN-Knoxville
Vanderbilt University
Dalton State College
Appalachian State University

St. Nicholas Class of 2002
during Alumni Chapel
and Reception:
Top left: visit on the
Extended School Program
new playground; right: Ella
Marie Sullivan and Natalie
Brackett on the
playground slide;
Below: getting in a day of play
and fun before going off to
college.

Honors List
(All A’s and B’s)
Catherine Antalis ‘06 Caroline Humphreys ‘07
Maddie Logan ‘08
Anne Marie Bautista ‘05
Hannah Mills ‘08
Nicole Blohm ‘08
Meghan Powers ‘05
Archer Brock ‘04
Julia Revenig ‘ 04
Allie Conn ‘02
Caroline D’Andrea ‘04 Analisa Stratienko ‘08
Mariko Thel ‘05
Courtney Edens ‘06
Alexandra Traylor ‘06
Naomi Gerep ‘03
Megan Grzesiak ‘05

GPS Commencement Awards
Allie Conn ‘02 - Honor Council President
Mandie Macaluso ‘02 - Barbara Johnson
		
Prickett Award
Chloe Spitalny ‘02 - Patsy Williams Scott
		
Service Award

7th Grade Officers for 2009-2010
Anjali Chandra ‘08 - Honor Council
			
President
Ragan Foley ‘08 - Treasurer
April Forsthoffer ‘08 - Class Vice President
Hannah Thel ‘08 - Student Council
			
Representative

GPS Class Day Awards
Anjali Chandra ‘08 - Margaret Wheland 		
Cate Award
April Forsthoffer ‘08 - Science Award
Laura Higbee ‘04 - College Book Award
Anina Mu ‘08 - Activities Award
Nia Sanders ‘08 - English Award
McKenzie Stokes ‘03 - Palmer Griffin Award
Hannah Thel ‘08 - Math Award
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Class of
2009

Left to right:
Row 1: Gracie Gilbert, Cassandra
McCarley, Julia Duncan, Rye Sanford, Creagh Goings, Grace Jolley,
Ayushi SInha, Lexie Kyriakidis,
Carly Perry, Emma Kirkpatrick.
Row 2: Mary Margaret Rodgers,
Ford Yates, Abrar Sajeel, Marc
Gerep, Will Snead, Hampton Clark,
Will Moore, Andrew Sharpe, Henry
Moore, Anna Baldree.
Row 3: Conner McCarthy, Rob
Moore, Faraaz Rizvi, Noah
Thornburg, Charlie Driver, Cooper
Morrison, London Elrod, Bond
Ragsdale, Athey Crump, Max
Milam.

Where Did They Go From Here?
With promotion ceremonies in the past, some of you may want to know where our St. Nicholas graduates will continue their education for the
2009-2010 school year. Here is a list of graduates along with the schools they are attending.
Anna Baldree
Hampton Clark
Athey Crump
Charlie Driver
Julia Duncan
London Elrod
Marc Gerep
Gracie Gilbert
Creagh Goings
Grace Jolley

Girls Preparatory School
McCallie School
McCallie School
Boyd-Buchanan School
Baylor School
McCallie School
McCallie School
Normal Park
Moved to Birmingham, AL
Baylor School

Emma Kirkpatrick		
Lexie Kyriakidis		
Cassandra McCarley
Conner McCarthy		
Max Milam		
Henry Moore		
Rob Moore		
Will Moore		
Cooper Morrison		
Carly Perry		

Girls Preparatory School
Girls Preparatory School
Baylor School
McCallie School
McCallie School
Baylor School
Baylor School
Baylor School
McCallie School
Girls Preparatory School

Bond Ragsdale
Faraaz Rizvi
Mary Margaret Rodgers
Abrar Sajeel
Rye Sanford
Andrew Sharpe
Ayushi Sinha
Will Snead
Noah Thornburg
Ford Yates		

n
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Grad ies
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McCallie School
McCallie School
Baylor School
McCallie School
Girls Preparatory School
McCallie School
Girls Preparatory School
Baylor School
McCallie School
McCallie School

Celebrating a Year Well-Done!
2009 Graduation & Promotion Ceremonies

Hymn of Promise
In the bulb there is a flower;
In the seed an apple tree;
In cocoons a hidden promise;
Butterflies will soon be free.
In the cold and snow of winter
There’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season,
Something God along can see.
		Natalie Sleeth
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A Gift of Peace

L

evel 7 students became especially interested in Peace Poles
after participating in the Paper Clip Project and visiting
the Children’s Holocaust Museum in Whitwell, TN. They felt the
symbol of the Peace Pole and its words remind us always to work
for Peace, because through Peace anything is possible.
“May Peace Prevail on Earth” is inscribed on the St. Nicholas
Peace Pole in 12 languages: English, Cherokee, Spanish, Greek,
Hebrew, Japanese, Hindi, Urdu, Swahili, German, Chinese, Arabic.
The St. Nicholas Peace Pole which is now planted on the
green was given to the school by the Level 7 Class of 2009. The
Peace Pole Project started in Japan in 1955 by Masahisa Goi, who
decided to dedicate his life to spreading the message, “May Peace
Prevail on Earth,” in response to the bombings on Hiroshima.
Peace Poles are handcrafted monuments erected
the world over as spread the message “May
Peace Prevail on Earth” in a different language,
one on each side.

Leadership Profile

Mary-Bacon Williams
Named Recipient
of the 2009 Stanyarne
Burrows Jr. Award
Mary-Bacon Williams has been named the recipient of the
Stanyarne Burrows Award. The award was established
when the school moved from Grace Church to its present location and is given annually to honor an individual
whose actions reflect and enhance the unique Episcopal
identity of St. Nicholas School.

begins in the heart and mind of each individual.
Just as war begins with thoughts of war, Peace

Mary-Bacon is a member of Grace Church and
served on the St. Nicholas board from 1999 to 2008.
During her tenure on the board, Mary-Bacon consistently
focused on the mission and purpose of St. Nicholas as an
Episcopal school in any discussion or decision. It was this
perspective that led her to initiate a project that focused
specifically on the ways that the Episcopal identity at St.
Nicholas manifests itself throughout the program. (Please
see the result of this work on pages 6, 7, and 9).

begins with thoughts of Peace. The Peace Pole
reminds us to keep Peace ever-present in our
thoughts. As we learn to honor one another, our
environment, plants, animals and all creation on
Earth, the vision of global Peace will gradually
become a natural way of life, a true culture of
Peace.

Mary-Bacon is married to Don Williams and has
two children – James and Megan (SNS ’96). Mary-Bacon was very humbled to be recognized and shared the
following, “When I was first asked to serve by Mel Cooper and Ed Shanks, I couldn’t imagine what I had to offer and was a
bit overwhelmed by the thought of what I was holding in my hands, along with all the other Trustees, the future of St. Nicholas
School. I sure hope I have done something that has strengthened or helped the school, because Heaven knows I am the one who
has come away enriched. I will always count those fleeting years of service to St. Nicholas as among the best.”

The creators of Peace Poles believe Peace

St. Nicholas Board of Trustees Welcomes
New Board Member Carolyn Brock
Carolyn Brock grew up in the Boston, MA, area. She received her undergraduate B.S.
degree in Finance from Clemson University and her M.B.A. from the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga. Carolyn previously worked as a financial analyst at the Bank
of America in Albuquerque, NM. While in Albuquerque, Carolyn served on the Board
of Directors of the Junior League of Albuquerque and was a member of the Albuquerque
Community Foundation Future Fund group.
After moving to Chattanooga in 2003 Carolyn joined the Junior League of Chattanooga and, among other community activities, became active with St. Nicholas School.
Carolyn was elected to the T.C. Thompson Foundation Board this year. Carolyn lives
in Lookout Mountain, TN, with her husband, Ben and two sons, Garrison (Level 6) and
Pierce (Level 1).
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J.R. Fitch ‘91

ALUMNI FEATURE ...

G

rowing up as a country boy in Hamilton County, banking and finances were the farthest choices from the mind
of J.R. Fitch when he began looking at careers. “Elbow deep in a
car engine is where you would most likely find me,” he says with a
smile. Not too far away from the country but feeling a world away,
J.R. Fitch is now Senior Vice President and Branch Manager at
Wells Fargo Advisors in Dalton, Georgia. His parents still own the
horse farm in east Brainerd where J.R. grew up. “They still have 31
horses, working on the farm and working on a hot rod is where I
love to be.” I began to wonder how this self-confessed country boy,
who thought he wanted a career in television media, got into investing and finances.

“My father is a partner at Hazlett, Lewis and Bieter, PLLC
in Chattanooga, so finances weren’t that foreign to me. It just never
crossed my mind to get
Cover photo and story provided by
involved.” Then In 2004, J.R.
Rachel Noble, owner and publisher of
found himself looking for a
Chattanooga Christian Family Magazine
You can see the entire story by
career change, and through a
downloading the magazine at
www.ChattanoogaChristianFamily.com

(continued on page 11)

50 Years of
Creating
Masterpieces

Connections is published by St. Nicholas School. Mark Fallo, Head of School;
Carol Quinn, Board of Trustees Chair; Dexter Cantelou, Director of Development;
Barbara Dawkins, Director of Admission & Public Relations; Kathy Daugherty,
Executive Assistant / Website / Development-Publications.
© by St. Nicholas School. Member: NAES, NAIS, TAIS, SACS, ESHA.

Learn how your child can cultivate a
love of learning that lasts a lifetime.

