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Jamaica Servant     Leadership Trip

Photo Descriptions: p. 10: (group of Jamaica Trippers getting ready to depart from 
Baylor School).  p. 11:  Top right (Olivia reading to Mrs. Joseph in the nursing home); 
top left (Shanice, a 5 year-old girl from Walkers who has a special relationship with 
Salik); bottom left (two of Olivia’s friends, Shanice and Dejanay- who live in Ferry, a 
squatter’s community in Kingston).

  t. Nicholas alums Olivia Taylor and Salik Sohani from the class of 2007 were honored to be part of the     
     10-student Jamaica Leadership Trippers at Baylor School.  Each year students are selected through an  
   application process for the annual spring break service award 
trip. Students work in the squatter community of Ferry, the 
Home for the Aged, and a Trench Town school and Walker’s 
Orphanage, both located in Kingston.  Participants are 
selected based on their submission of a written essay 
and an interview about how they view service.  
 The Jamaica Education Fund was formed to raise 
money for the trip and for supplies for families, and 
toward providing an education for children in Jamaica. 
Each of the ten student Leadership Trippers brings ten 
school backpacks stuffed with school supplies. 
    During the annual St. Nicholas alumni 
chapel and reception, Olivia and Salik shared  
reflections of the trip and how it changed their 
lives and world view.  They “pushed themselves 
emotionally, physically and mentally.”  It was 
wonderful to “catch” a bit of their enthusiasm 
and to see the experience through their eyes. 
        When considering how they are inspired to 
change society after their work in Jamaica, Olivia and Salik both said they had learned so much about thankful-
ness, and about how they want to make a difference in the world.  Olivia said too many people are overlooked, 
and yet “the people we met in Jamaica were the happiest, most thankful people when help was offered.”  Salik 
said he had been ignorant of “how many material things we have” and he is now more aware of how others   
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live – in small homes – in some cases dirt floors and unstable  
structures (made of scraps of metal and wood). They basically have 
no belongings.  Many people don’t even have access to filtered, 

clean water.    
Olivia said it was hard 
to come back home 
and “fit in” with friends 
who didn’t experience 
or understand what 
she had seen. Salik said 
his biggest lesson is to 
appreciate his family 
and not complain, and 
to remember how  
fortunate he has  
always been.
        Salik said many of the children don’t know their birthdates. Olivia 
said one of her most memorable moments was holding Poppa, a 
7-year old  boy with severe mental disabilities who could only speak 
one word, “yea.” When Poppa was given a birthday cake for the first 
time, he didn’t know how to eat it.  They also told the story about 
Roy, a single dad who is raising three girls in a three room house on 
the meager salary of a taxi driver.  Olivia and Salik shared memories 
about the kids from Walker’s Orphanage, and said that so many of the 
children don’t know why their parents left them.  Five year-old Shanice 
has been there since she was a few months old and has never known 
parents.  Some of these children were literally pulled out of the  
garbage as babies. Most of the kids 
there can’t read or write.  
        The experience at the home for 
the aged was also a special time for 
Olivia and Salik. Students were  
allowed to go to the Anglican Church 
with them and sang wonderful 
hymns. Olivia said, “Mrs. Joseph, age 
83, lives at the home. She loves to 
recite verses from her Bible, and she 
loves to be read to.” 
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