
I

8 9

Sewanee, Cincinnati, etc).  I told the groups the story of the 
homeowner with whom we were working and took them to the 
worksite.  Once at the worksite, I demonstrated how to do the 
specific aspect of rebuilding pertaining to that day and led the 
group in the construction.

 I feel so fortunate that I was able to have such a unique 
and rewarding experience.  I was able to live and work with the 
other Crew Chiefs that I otherwise never would have been able 
to meet, learn valuable skills and work towards a common goal 

with people from all over the 
country. 

         My favorite part of the 
experience was that each 
of the Crew Chiefs was 
assigned to a house and 
supervised the total rebuild 

process for that house.  I was lucky enough to be with a won-
derful homeowner who was a man in his seventies.  Although 
he did not have much to offer monetarily, he was one of the 
most generous and hospitable people I have come across. He 
would constantly give the volunteers and me papaya from his 
garden and never failed to express gratitude. 

 After eight months, I moved back to Chattanooga at the 
end of March.  Upon my return home, I began working at  
St. Nicholas as a substitute and aide.  I am looking forward to 
working at St. Nicholas this fall.

St. Nicholas School is proud to add Alice 
Revenig to the full time faculty this fall. 
Read further to learn about the exciting 
recent experiences Alice has gained by 
serving others. In her own words … 
 
     By Alice Revenig 
 
          feel very lucky that I have been     
          given so many opportunities in  
          my life.  My education was started 
at St. Nicholas and was followed by GPS 
and an Early Childhood Education degree 
from UTC.  Throughout my time at St. 
Nicholas I not only learned about the 
world around me but also was inspired 
with the idea that we are all capable of 
making a change with hard work and 
passion.  We learned to embrace the 
differences of others while using our own 
talents to help where we can.  The idea 

that by helping and loving others, you don’t lose anything but 
are taking part in a mutually beneficial process was instilled 
in us. 

  The views gained from my time at St. Nicholas remained 
with me, and upon graduating from UTC in May of 2009 I  
became interested in devoting a period of time to service 
work before beginning my career.  My mom told me about 
Episcopal Community Services (ECS) in New Orleans. ECS 
works with homeowners who owned their homes pre–  
Hurricane Katrina and would otherwise be unable to make 
their homes livable.  Many of the homeowners were victims of 
contractor fraud and several still lived in their FEMA trailers.  
In August of 2009 I moved down to New Orleans and began 
working with ECS as a “Crew Chief”. 

  With a lack of prior experience in any sort of construction 
work, I spent three weeks being trained in the different stages 
of rebuilding a house.  After training, my job really began.  
Each Monday I was assigned volunteer groups from various 
places (Oregon, New Jersey, Hawaii, Canada, New York, 

“Crew Chief” with Episcopal Community Services in New Orleans
SERVICEAlice Revenig ‘98

Photos, page 8- top: Alice with homeowner; bottom: home prior 
to renovations;  Page 9- top: group of crew chiefs; bottom: Alice 
spraying paint on the ceiling.
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“... we are all capable 
of making a change 
with hard work and 
passion.”


