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     rowing up as a country boy in Hamilton County,  bank-     
	 				ing	and	finances	were	the	farthest	choices	from	the	mind	
of J.R. Fitch when he began looking at careers. “Elbow deep in a 
car	engine	is	where	you	would	most	likely	find	me,”	he	says	with	a	
smile. Not too far away from the country but feeling a world away, 
J.R. Fitch is now Senior Vice President and Branch Manager at 
Wells Fargo Advisors in Dalton, Georgia. His parents still own the 
horse farm in east Brainerd where J.R. grew up. “They still have 31 
horses, working on the farm and working on a hot rod is where I 
love	to	be.”	I	began	to	wonder	how	this	self-confessed	country	boy,	
who thought he wanted a career in television media, got into invest-
ing	and	finances.		
 “My father is a partner at Hazlett, Lewis and Bieter, PLLC 
in	Chattanooga,	so	finances	weren’t	that	foreign	to	me.	It	just	never	

crossed my mind to get in-
volved.”	Then	In	2004,	J.R.	
found himself looking for a 
career change, and through a 
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friend	of	a	friend,	the	opportunity	came	up	to	be	a	financial	advisor	trainee	with	A.G.	Edwards	in	Chattanooga.	“I	have	always	
had	an	entrepreneurial	spirit	and	loved	looking	at	something	new	to	learn	and	explore	so	I	began	to	pray	about	this.	I	wasn’t	sure	
that	I	would	enjoy	the	world	of	stocks	and	bonds.	I	just	never	thought	it	would	fit.”		But	it	did.	God	had	a	plan	for	J.R.	Fitch	and	
stepping out on faith is what He asked J.R. to do.  

	 In	August	of	2005,	J.R.	Fitch	married	Autumn	Wiggins,	a	former	Miss	Hamilton	County	and	finalist	at	the	Miss	Ten-
nessee	Pageant	in	2004.	“Our	families	are	close.	After	Autumn	and	I	had	dated	for	two	and	a	half	years	our	parents	and	family	
members	had	gotten	to	know	each	other	very	well	and	enjoyed	spending	time	together.”	Within	five	months	of	the	wedding,	
however, everything changed. “My father in-law was taken from us very tragically as a result of an industrial accident. In the 
days	that	followed,	as	I	walked	through	the	very	difficult	process	of	advising	my	mother-in-law	with	regard	to	her	finances,	my	
entire	perspective	on	this	business	began	to	change.	I	started	to	see	that	I	wasn’t	just	managing	people’s	finances.		This	isn’t	a	cut	
and	dried	position.	It	isn’t	just	another	job.	These	are	people	with	needs.	I	guess	you	could	say	it	brought	my	job	as	a	financial	
advisor	to	a	personal	level.	This	is	a	level	that	I	haven’t	left.”	

		 Very	quickly	his	focus	changed,	from	a	business	perspective	to	a	ministry	perspective.	“In	most	cases	I	am	not	just	a	
financial	advisor,	but	a	counselor	and	a	friend	in	some	sense.”		With	the	market	so	risky	over	the	last	couple	of	years,	trust	has	
become so much more important.  “Someone at church once came up to me and, whatever it was that they had been asked, he 
told	me	his	response	was	‘If	a	Fitch	says	it,	I	believe	it.’	I	am	proud	of	that	reputation,	but	it	also	comes	with	a	high	level	of	
responsibility.”	J.R.	continues.	“I	want	to	be	trustworthy.	That	is	most	important.”	With	his	experience,	knowledge	and	compas-
sion,	he	is	able	to	really	make	this	not	just	a	job,	but	a	ministry.		With	his	success	as	a	financial	advisor	continuing	to	grow,	in	
March	of	2008	J.R.	Fitch	was	promoted	to	Branch	Manager	at	what	became,	through	a	merger,	Wells	Fargo	Advisors	in	Dalton,	
Georgia,	and	in	February	of	2009	was	promoted	to	Senior	Vice	President.			Mentioning	committees	and	boards	he	has	been	a	
part	of,	he	is	most	passionate	about	the	Christian	radio	station	J-103.	“I	have	been	on	their	advisory	board	for	about	a	year	and	a	
half	now.	Being	a	part	of	that	family	and	the	work	they	are	doing	in	Chattanooga	and	the	surrounding	areas	is	invaluable.”			

 Wachovia Securities is now Wells Fargo Advisors. This is the third merger or buy out and through it all J.R. has grown 
and	prospered	in	business,	his	faith	and	personal	life.	“I	know	I	was	placed	here	as	a	financial	advisor	for	a	purpose.	However,	
on	the	weekends	and	in	my	spare	time	you	will	still	find	me	elbow	deep	in	a	car	engine.”	
           – – Rachel Noble  
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Congratulations  
Jon Meacham ‘81

Pulitzer Prize Winner  
Newsweek Editor, and St. Nicholas alum

To	get	the	full	story,	“Jon	Meacham:	A	Career	of	Balance,”	check	out	
the July/August issue of Chattanooga Magazine (chattmag.com).  In the 
story Jon speaks about his Chattanooga beginnings and attending St. 
Nicholas School.  He also shares how important his early teachers were 
to his successful career. You can also read more about Jon on his website 
(jonmeacham.com).
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