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ST. NICHOLAS 
SCHOOL 

Well On Our Way Theme

Grandparents and Special 
Friends Visitation Day



MIND
 working for excellence; 

developing our  
self-discipline and motivation. BODY   

exercising and  
living healthily.

SPIRIT
respecting and working  

with each other; reaching out  
to our community;  

strengthening our faith.

44
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To emphasize the “body”  
component of the theme,  
students wore pedometers to  
raise awareness of how many  
steps are taken in an average 
day.   
Additionally primary divisions 
added extra laps to be walked  
before active play.  Level 7 

walked 630 miles from January to March.  That distance is equal to the 
mileage of their Williamsburg trip.  Level 6 walked to St. Augustine, a 
location that coincided with a Social Studies unit.  Students, staff, and 
parents gathered on Well on Our Way Day to learn some very basic Tai 
Jai moves.  Students also had hands-on opportunities to participate in 
several “seminars” on healthy snack making and eating.  
 On Well on Our Way Day, Lower Primary presented an out-
standing performance entitled “Mind, Body, Spirit, Voice – It Takes 
a Whole Person to Sing and Rejoice.”   The students in their clever 
costumes demonstrated it does indeed take a whole person to not only sing 
and rejoice, but to handle such a production.

5
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Why Chapel?  Why Every Day?
One of our favorite hymns to sing in chapel is The Hymn of Promise, 
which includes the line “in the bulb there is a flower.”  It’s hard to 
imagine the impact chapel has when seeing it for the first time, or just 
once on an admission tour, for instance.  In fact, a survey of parents 
who participated in the admission process indicates that these parents 
rank daily chapel program third most important when considering the 
school after secondary school preparedness and teaching ability of 
faculty.

 Yet two recent surveys of parents of graduates cite chapel and  
its messages as vital to their child’s development and continued success 
socially and emotionally.

 How does this perspective shift?  Why does chapel have such an 
impact?

 Chapel represents all that is essential to the entire program at  
St. Nicholas.  Just as we strive to do our best in the classroom and 
value inquiry and knowledge in our academic pursuits, so it is when 

striving to be 
the person God 
want us to be.  

Chapel nurtures the 
understanding that, 

as children of God, we strive for perfection, but as 
humans, we make mistakes.  We teach that God 
loves us unconditionally and supports us in our  
efforts.  We encourage students to use their brains 
and their hearts to make good choices and take 
healthy risks.  

 Chapel develops a reverence for God’s 
creation and our place in it.  We want students to 
understand that they are part of a bigger world.  
Through stories, outreach, or other initiatives we 
seek to develop an attitude of service as well as an appreciation for the many blessings that we enjoy.  We try to 
create experiences that develop an understanding that we each should be a person for others.  The approach is 

CHAPEL
By Mark Fallo, Head of School

“... inspiring students 
to seek qualities that 
unite, not divide.”

The Impact of



definitely child-focused and kid friendly, and chapel at St. Nicholas can be reverent 
and wacky and silly all at the same time.

 We intentionally seek to be a religiously diverse community, inspiring  
students to seek qualities and experiences that unite, not divide.  We hope that each 
student grows in his/her faith through the lessons and messages delivered in chapel.  
Respect, responsibility, and the golden rule are 
truly universal concepts that transcend religious 
differences.  

 Gathering for chapel each morning 
provides a time of reflection and allows us to 
ponder issues of deep meaning and purpose.  As 
adults, we know that the spiritual dimensions of 
character and values are what ultimately sustains 
and guides us.  Gathering as a school commu-
nity is a wonderful way to start each day.

 It’s been said that chapel at St. Nicholas 
“informs the day,” when in fact, the chapel  
program informs a lifetime.  It allows us to see 
that in the bulb there truly is a flower, nurtured 
and grown by chapel and its messages.     †
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preparation
From the past will come the future ... 

S             t. Nicholas truly has a unique program, one that nurtures academic, spiritual and social growth.  The many  
      aspects of our St. Nicholas culture did not develop overnight; instead, it’s been years in the making   
           and certainly continues to evolve.  
      Much is owed to the teachers who have devoted 
their professional lives to St. Nicholas, teachers like Janice 
Robbins, Linda Elkins and Linda Ireland, who have served 
our school for the past thirty years.  We would not have the 
St. Nicholas we love and enjoy today without their tireless 
and enduring dedication and commitment.
 Looking back over time, this is the story of our 
school.  Looking ahead to the future, the following ques-
tions have to be asked: 
 • How do we maintain our culture as key  
  personnel retire?  
 • How does the culture that is St. Nicholas  
  continue to grow and evolve?
 • How do we mentor the next generation of faculty  
  leaders at St. Nicholas?
At some point in the future, it will be time for retirements as these and 
other teachers pursue different interests.  Now is the time to begin the 
process of preparing for that day.  With this in mind, we are making 
changes which will enable us to address these issues and facilitate a 
smooth transition.  These changes will allow key personnel to have a 
positive impact immediately as well as for years to come.
 Janice Robbins will move to a new role, serving as the Assistant 
Head of School/Chaplain.  This role will allow her to influence the 
school as a whole, mentoring teachers as they work with students and 
parents.    She will be able to mentor all teachers, those currently on 
staff and those who will join us over the next few years.  Before Janice decides to retire, there would be no better 
way to address the issues related to maintaining the culture and ethos of St. Nicholas School, than to make her avail-
able to do so as one of her primary responsibilities.
 And who will follow Janice as the Level 7 Language Arts/Social Studies teacher?  No one is more qualified or 
ready than Adam Webb.  Over the past five years, Adam has worked closely with Janice, even assigned at times to 
her classroom, working with Janice and her students.  Please note that I intentionally avoid using the term “replace.”  
There is no replacing Janice, nor should one try.  There are things Adam’s students will do because they’re Level 
7’s and that’s what Level 7’s do, but it may look a little different, and that will be OK.  Adam is ready and excited 
for this new opportunity and will have the added benefit of two key mentors: Janice Robbins and Linda Elkins.  I 
realize that for the parents of younger chldren, it’s natural to ask, “Why now?!  Can’t the school wait just one or two 
more years?!”  It’s OK to ask and to wonder, and I know it’s a reflection on Janice’s legacy and not on Adam’s abili-
ties.  But now is the right time and Adam is the right person to make this move.  Adam holds a B.A. in English from 
the University of Tennessee and a Masters of Education, with emphasis on Educational Leadership from Covenant 
College.

An open letter to the St. Nicholas community by Mark Fallo, Head of School
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... continuing the St. Nicholas culture and ethos
  Rob Varner returns to his previous role as the Level 5 Social Studies/Technol-
ogy teacher.  Rob was excellent in this role before and his return allows us to  
address two areas.  One is to more effectively evaluate and support our technology  
use throughout the school.  A second goal is to position Rob to serve as the mentor 
and leader in Middle Primary when it comes to our culture and ethos.  Rob has served 
St. Nicholas for over twenty years and is ready to take on this key role as a leader 
among the faculty.
  Alice Revenig, a St. Nicholas alum and 
current staff member, will move into the Level 6 
Language Arts/Social Studies position.  Alice joined 
us last spring and has continued this year as a teach-
ing assistant.  This year she has primarily worked 
in Level 3 for the first half of the year, but has been 
working in various areas throughout the campus in 
the second semester.  Alice holds a B.S. in Educa-
tion from the University of Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga.  Starting out as a teaching assistant has been 
a wonderful way to prepare for her new role, for 
which she is perfectly suited.  Of course, Alice will 
have the benefit of four important mentors: Rob, 
Janice, Linda Elkins and Catherine Leckenby.
           We must be realistic in planning to care for 

the future of our school.  Change is not always easy, but inevitable.  These changes allow St. Nicholas to prepare for 
its future by remaining strong in its culture and identity.  They enable us to more effectively and strategically benefit 

from the experiences of those who have served the school for  
so long.  
 As the Hymn of Promise says, “From the Past Will 
Come the Future.”  The future is indeed bright at St. Nicholas.  
Let’s honor our past and allow our key players to mentor the 
next generation of leaders.  What a gift that will be!    †

                    

commitment

Right page, top to bottom: Past, Present, Future 50th  
Celebration; PPF Commemorative Bannner;  Lower  
Primary teachers Judy Taylor, Alice Revenig and Cathie  
Ross.    Left page, top to bottom: Janice Robbins presiding  
over Chapel;  Middle Primary teachers Shelley Kirkpatrick , 
Linda Ireland and Adam Webb with student Reed Petty.



Photos, clock-
wise top to bottom:  left to right: Jenni-
fer Stanfield, Michelle Scotchie, Stacey 
Tallent, Audra Vetzel, Trish Richard, 
Beaumont Covert, Laura Israel and 
Colene Birchfield;  Mark Fallo, Paul 
and Trish Richard, Audra Vetzel;  
Carol and Brian Quinn; Janice Rob-
bins and Mandy Bohner:  Andrew 
Kreek, Samantha and Chris Paty, 
Jennifer Kreek;  Joanna Duncan 
and Michelle Scotchie;  Kelli and  
Lou Lentine:  James and Jennifer 
Stanfield,  and Laura Lewis.

2011 Annual Auction  
to Benefit 

St. Nicholas School 
– Round Up the Usual Suspects –
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Grandparents & 
Special Friends  

Visiting Day
–  April 21, 2011 – 

April 21 was a beautiful 
spring day and the  
St. Nicholas campus 
looked wonderful.   
Students were so excited to share  
classroom projects as well as aspects of their daily  
routine with visitors on Grandparents and Special Friends  
Visiting Day.
     Guests attended chapel and enjoyed music performed by the 
students.  Laughter and smiles abounded as visitors saw how 
St. Nicholas plays such an important role in the development of 
their grandchildren.  It was an awesome day!
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Tyler writes, “My husband’s name is 
William Andrew Arthur Jeffrey (he 
goes by Will).  He and I were  

married March 5, 2011 at St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church in downtown Chatta-
nooga.  Our reception was at the Silver 
Ballroom at the Sheraton Read House 
Hotel.  We took a 9-day honeymoon trip  
to the Turks and Caicos Islands and 
stayed at the Veranda Resort.”

 “My husband is a financial advisor for 
Northwestern Mutual here in Chattanooga 
and I am currently a full-time graduate 
student through Mississippi State’s Online 
Curriculum, earning my Masters of  
Science in Applied Meteorology.  I hope  
to secure an internship with TNEMA 
(Hamilton County Emergency Manage-
ment) or with TVA in their Environmental 
Department.  I will receive my M.S. in May 
of 2012.”

 “We are currently living in Chattanoo-
ga, in the Cummings Cove Neighborhood.”

ALUMNI NEWS

Class of 1996

Girls Preparatory School Class of 2002 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

Mississippi State Graduate Program

Class of 1987
■ Lyndsay Thurston Botts, formerly field director in Southeast Tennessee for 
U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander, has been named director of community relations for 
the Tennessee Department of Transportation. In her new job, she helps direct 
media, communications, public involvement and constituent services for the 
state transportation agency.  
 Before joining TDOT, Lyndsay worked for Sen. Alexander as an assis-
tant press secretary since 2002. Previously, Lyndsay spent several years in 
broadcast news, most recently as an anchor and reporter for the Fox affiliate in 
Chattanooga.  She is a 1987 graduate of St. Nicholas School, a 1993 gradu-
ate of Baylor School and a 1997 graduate from the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville where she received a B.S. in communications. [Reprinted from Times 
Free Press, April 10, 2011.]

■ After graduating from Baylor School, Robyn 
Snyder found a way to spend her days making 
scared children smile.  Her career includes a B.S. in 
special education, an M.S. Ed. in behavioral educa-
tion, board certification as a behavioral analyst, and 
pending certification as a certified child life special-
ist (C.C.L.S.), 
 In April 2005, Robyn finished a 15-week in-
ternship at the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medi-
cal Center and took her certification exam in May to 
become a child life specialist.  Robyn didn’t decide until recently to go into child 
life, but she’s been interested in working with children since she was at Baylor, 
where she was active with the community service program. “I volunteered at 
Rivermont Elementary School,” she says, “where they had a separate wing for 
children with disabilities. It was where I first became interested in working with 
disabled kids.” 
 She went to Brandeis University and enjoyed her first two years there but 
couldn’t shake the idea that special education was calling her. Brandeis had no 
special ed program, so she transferred to Boston University, where she received 
her B.S. degree.  
 Subsequent to graduation, Robyn spent three years working in the public 
school systems in the Boston area as a special ed teacher; the third of those 
years she also pursued and received an M.S. Ed. in behavioral education at 
Simmons College in Boston. 
 At Simmons, Robyn studied applied behavioral analysis, the science of 
human behavior, and focused on methods of working with children with condi-
tions such as autism and behavior disorders.
 After she became one of only a 100 or so board-certified behavioral ana-
lysts in the United States, she went to work with the Cambridge Public Schools 
as a behavioral specialist, a post she filled for two years, consulting with 
teachers primarily about preschool and elementary-age children with behavior 
problems. It was during this time that Robyn discovered the specialty of  child 
life and realized that she had found the role with children that suited her best of 
all: educator, friend, psychologist, and SpongeBob, all rolled up in one.

[Excerpts and photo from an article by Barbara Kennedy at Baylor School.   
Thank you to Baylor School for sharing the information.]
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Tyler Thurston Jeffrey

•	By regular mail: 
 St. Nicholas School
 7525 Min-Tom Drive   
 Chattanooga, TN  37421

• By e-mail/internet:     
 Send your news to Dexter  
 Cantelou at dcantelou@stns.org

How to share your news . . .Join your friends on Facebook
Share your fondest memories from Grace 

Church to the Min Tom Campus.  Find out what 
your friends from St. Nicholas are doing now.

Go to our alumni page on www.stns.org  
and follow the link to the  

Facebook login.



Class of 1988

■ Leigh Ann 
Lunsford Jones 
[pictured right as 
she works with  
the Early Learning  
Center students] 
visited  
St. Nicholas as 
part of the  
Creative  
Discovery  
Museum.
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After graduating from McCallie School,   
Shalin attended Washington 
  University in St. Louis.  He majored  

in Finance and Marketing and minored in  
Spanish, finishing his degree in three years. 
He worked for CBL as a financial analyst for 
3 years.  

 He completed his MBA at Emory in one 
year in 2007 and is now the CFO at Hamilton 
Plastics. He worked at CBL from 2003 - 2006. 

He started the 
company North-
shore Realty 
Investments and 
is still partner in 
that company as 
well.

      Shalin is  
married to Niti 
Shah Tejani.  He 
and his family live 
in Chattanooga.  
Niyam Shalin  

Tejani was born October 29, 2010. He 
weighed 5 lbs., 15 oz. and was 18 inches 
long.  Shalin and Niti shared this adorable 
photo of Niyam. Congratulations to the Tejani 
family. 

Class of 1994

McCallie School Class of 2000 
Washington University, St. Louis 2003
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Shalin TejaniThe stacks of notebooks surrounding Ashleigh Dawkins Pipes for much of last 
summer and this past fall have been placed in the hands of children 7,000 
miles from her home in Jacksonville, N.C.

 Married to Maj. Ben Pipes, who recently served with the Marine Corps’ 
NATO Training Mission in Afghanistan, Ashleigh collected the notebooks for 
school children in Afghanistan. Her inspiration came from Three Cups of Tea: 
One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace ... One School at a Time, a New York 
Times bestselling book by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin. “The novel 
describes poverty and ignorance as the root causes of terrorism,” says Pipes, 
adding that General David Petraeus similarly stated that the ‘decisive terrain in 

Afghanistan is the human terrain’ 
and wrote about compassion for 
the Afghan people in his July 4 
letter to the troops of the NATO 
International Security Assistance 
Force.

             The mother of a two-
year-old, Katie, and an adjunct 
instructor at Coastal Carolina 
Community College, Pipes says 
she was interested in establish-
ing a connection to her husband’s 
deployment and decided to collect 
and mail 179 notebooks. “That’s 

one notebook for each day he was there. As I collected the notebooks, I mailed 
them to the chaplain’s office at Camp Eggers in Kabul. Volunteers then sorted 
the donations and distributed them to needy schools. The numbers eventually 
climbed to 600 notebooks and 1000 pencils.

 Ashleigh says that she is still accepting donations but is not actively 
seeking them for now. “Ben returned in December, so I’m focused on encourag-
ing other spouses to try similar projects and on helping them get started.”

[Excerpts and photo from an article by Barbara Kennedy at Baylor School.   
Thank you to Baylor School for sharing the information.]

Ashleigh Dawkins Pipes ‘88 
Supplies for Afghan Students
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Sarah Mastey grabs the ball after the draw in 
a game against Missouri Baptist University. 
The game was Centre’s first-ever women’s 

lacrosse home game. 

 Sarah started playing the game in eighth 
grade. “We have such great team chemistry,  
especially for a first-year team,” says Sarah, who 
was named Synapse Sports Rookie of the Week 
among all Division III players in March. The team 
launched its inaugural season with a 6-0 record. 

 Sarah was also named SCAC Offensive 
Co-Player-of-the-Year and she was named to the 
2011 All-SCAC Women’s Lacrosse First Team.

 Thank you to Centre College for sharing the 
magazine cover and story with St. NIcholas.   
Congratulations Sarah!

Sarah Mastey
Class of 2003

Girls Preparatory School Class of 2010 
Centre College

Class of 1990
■ Will Haisten and family welcomed 
Crue King Haisten to the world March 
8, 2011!  Grandmother Debbie Haisten 
writes, “He is so precious....such a 
blessing....and right now he looks so 
much like his biggest brother William.  
Sister Sims and big brother Elliott are 
excited about Crue joining their family!”  
Congratulations to the Haisten’s [photo 
to the right].

Class of 1992
■ Congratulations to Dara Davis 
Bechtol and her husband Matt on the 
birth of their daughter Tallulah Marie 
Bechtol, born March 16, 2011. She 
weighed 7lbs., 9oz. [photo to the right].

Class of 1995
■ He has earned degrees in archaeol-
ogy, art history, and ancient civilization, 
but Matt Prater says a kinship with 
Indiana Jones is the real impetus behind his 
recent global odyssey.
 In a cleverly crafted travel blog documenting his adventures, Prater 
writes, “Ever since I was a kid, I’ve wanted to be Indiana Jones. To explore 
impenetrable jungles, remote temples, exotic bazaars. To experience the 
unfamiliar customs of faraway cultures. I even hate snakes.”
 According to his blog, Prater was working in the marketing field after 

college and nurturing a passion for travel 
photography when he decided to “satisfy 
my wanderlust…and not with a two-week 
vacation.” His goal is to travel to six conti-
nents and 40 countries with only a backpack 
for about a year-and-a-half, following in the 
footsteps of the great explorers David Living-
stone, Marco Polo, and James Cook.
 In addition to stunning photography, 
Prater’s blog (aptly named Wanderlust) is 

a descriptive and enjoyable account of his adventures. Whether it’s an 
encounter with “billions of ants crawling over every square inch of dirt” in 
Zimbabwe, snorkeling in Bali, dining on blow-fish in Cape Town, embarking 
on a zip-line canopy tour through the ancient Tsitsikamma forest, or bungee 
jumping “at a vertigo-inducing 708 feet” above a rugged gorge in South 
Africa, Prater seems to be pushing himself to limits that would make Dr. 
Jones proud.
 “After a terrifying experience at Vic Falls, I vowed never to bungee 
jump again, but I couldn’t resist the challenge of the world’s highest jump,” 
he writes. “Maybe jumping out of a plane in Namibia has made me a bit 
more courageous, or maybe I’m just dedicated to the gung-ho philosophy 
I have set for myself on this world trip. I am traveling the world because I 
want to get the most out of my time on this planet. I want to live without re-
grets. I quit my stable job to go on this trip – surely I can find the courage to 
jump off a bridge! I’ve done it once, and even though I didn’t like it the first 
time, most things in life deserve a second chance.”

[Excerpts and photo from an article by Barbara Kennedy at Baylor School.   
Thank you to Baylor School for sharing the information.]

Photo compliments of  
Matt Bechtol Photography
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Ben graduated from NYU in May and we 
received a wonderful note from his dad 
sharing the excitement of the day, “Ben 

graduated from this great university, as he was 
determined to do, and had taken advantage 
of opportunities to study in Big Sur and in the 
Experimental Theatre Wing in Amsterdam. And 
two days after 
graduation he flew 
to Vietnam with 18 
others on an NYU-
scale field trip. He 
had written one of 
his senior papers 
on ‘Child Trafficking 
in Vietnam.’”

 Ben shared 
the photo above 
from his latest fea-
ture film, We Are The Hartmans, an independent 
comedy about a small town’s fight to stay alive. 
Shown with Ben are costars Jennifer  Restivo and 
Richard Chamberlain.

Class of 1993

McCallie School Class of 1999 
New York University, Tisch School of the Arts 2011

15

Ben Curtis

Photos courtesy of Derek Storm

Class of 1999
■ Jack Harrison graduated in May 2011 from Georgetown University with 
a MA in Communication, Culture and Technology. Jack writes that he is a 
policy analyst at the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force where he re-
cently co-authored the book Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National 
Transgender Discrimination Survey.  He lives with his partner of five years, 
Jason Resendez, in Washington, D.C.

Class of 2000
■ Marshall Bright graduated from the University of Pennsylvania.

Class of 2004 
■ Caroline D’Andrea competed in the recent 4th annual Palate 2 Palette, 
an evening fundraiser for the Craniofacial Foundation of America. The event 
featured a gallery stroll through the Southside in addition to a Youth Gallery 
for student art from 16 area high schools.

■ Katie Jones graduated from Notre Dame High School where she was 
chosen as a Senior Superlative “Most Witty.”  Katie was Football Cheerlead-
er Captain, a basketball cheerleader and editor of the yearbook. She par-
ticipated in several community service projects and was active in Christian 
leadership. Katie will attend the University of Alabama College of Nursing.

■ Grant Humphreys was part of a group of student leaders from 
McCallie School who traveled to a remote village in northern Nicaragua for 
their annual Winterim trip.  They went to help dig a well, providing easier 
and closer access to clean water for several hundred people.  Hear Grant 
talk about the experience on the McCallie YouTube page at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=nSQpoqS0ZBo

■  While a senior at Baylor Katherine Rodgers was the starting goal 
keeper for the Lady Raiders team, whiich finished 17-0-2 in 2010 and won 
the Division II-AA state championship. She was the last line of defense for 
a team that allowed only five goals all season and recorded 15 shutouts.  
Katherine recently signed a letter of intent to continue her soccer career at 
Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas. 

Class of 2005 
■  James Barth and Ryan Forsthoffer are two of twenty-six juniors 
who were welcomed May 20 as members of the McCallie Chapter of the 
National Honor Society. The induction ceremony took place in the Chapel 
on campus.  McCallie students who have earned a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.1 or higher and have collected activity points for participation 
in afternoon activities and organizations are eligible for induction into NHS. 
Faculty members help select the inductees based on character, leadership 
and service. 

■  On Saturday, January 30th, fifteen acts battled it out on the GPS Frier-
son stage for a grand prize of five hundred dollars! Five middle school and 
ten high school acts competed against each other facing the criticism of 
McCallie judges Hank Bramblet and Rob Lyons along with GPS judge Katy 
Berotti. Chloe Brookshire and Meghan Powers finished among the top 
five acts and performed songs by Kings of Leon and Lady Antebellum with 
their group, Christian’s Mom’s Lasagna. 

■  Ed Carroll was inducted into Keo-Kio at McCallie School. Keo-Kio has 
the threefold purpose of serving McCallie, supporting new activities, and 
honoring worthy students by induction.
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St. Nicholas Graduates 
Make the Grade  

at McCallie School 
2010-11 Honors 

3rd Quarter 

Headmaster’s List*

Congratulations to our St. Nicholas  
graduates who have been recognized  

for their academic achievements  
at McCallie School 

* Headmaster’s List - students must earn all 
“A’s” for the semester.

** Honor Roll -  must earn an overall 3.5 aver-
age or better with no grade lower than a B-.

*** Faculty Recognition List - recognizes 
students who faculty member think deserve 
special recognition for their academic  
efforts during the semester.

Honor Roll**

Faculty Recognition List***
John Arnold ‘04 
Bruce Baldree ‘05
Ed Carroll ‘05
Collin Cochran ‘04 
Calvin McCarthy ‘08 
J.P. Millet ‘05 

 Shawn Paik ‘06
Daniel Paré ‘06

Colin Rankine ‘06
Ian Rankine ‘04
Cole Wood ‘05

Bruce Baldree ‘05 
Collin Cochran ‘04
Conner Fallo ‘07
Jack Feagans ‘07
Grant Humphreys ‘04
Martin Krecker ‘04
Calvin McCarthy ‘08

Connor McElheney ‘04
J.P. Millet ‘05
Brian Mu ‘05

Shawn Paik ‘06
Daniel Paré ‘06

Lynah Sherrill ‘07

John Arnold ‘04
Jamie Hayes ‘06
Ian Rankine ‘04

Class of 2005 

■  Ryan Forsthoffer was part of the McCallie swimming team. The swimming 
and diving team wrapped up the 2010-2011 season with a fourth place finish at 
the State Meet in Knoxville. After finishing the first day in ninth place, the Blue 
Tornado team fought back on day two to climb all the way to fourth place.  The 
200 free relay earned Automatic All-American honors, and Ryan was one of three 
who was named Consideration All Americans in the 400 free relay. The team also 
had 24 out of 32 individual swims with lifetime best times. 

■  Megan Mastey attended Girls State, a one-week leadership and citizenship-
training program for young women. According to the American Legion Auxiliary, 
the Tennessee program is “nationally recognized as one of the top Girls State 
programs in the nation” where young women are provided with “the opportunity 
to form and run a mock government by meeting, living, and working with other 
young female leaders from across the state.” 

Class of 2006

■ Emily Horton was part of a group of Baylor students who volunteered to help 
with the Lose The Training Wheels camp last summer. The camp helps children 
with disabilities master bike riding while gaining important independent behaviors 
along the way. The local camp was organized by Heather Ott, a Baylor coach and 
English instructor.

Class of 2008

■ The GPS middle school swim team won their 2nd consecutive middle school 
championship.  At the meet, April Forsthoffer set two middle school records by 
swimming the 50 Free in 24.78 and the 100 Free in 53.91. The team was well 
represented by other former St. Nicholas students including: 

Nicole Bloom ‘08
Maggie Crump ‘08
Anina Mu ‘08

■ Baylor eighth grader Lily Haskins has been honored by the National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English (NCTE) with a Certificate of Recognition for the 2011 
Young Writer’s Program. She is among 380 students in the U.S. who were 
nominated for the award. Of that number, 111 received Certificates of Recogni-
tion. Lily was among only seven students in the state to receive the honor. Each 
student submitted two pieces of writing, which were read by two judges. Papers 
were judged on content, purpose, audience, tone, word choice, organization, 
development, and style.  The school-based writing program was established in 
1985 to stimulate and recognize student’s writing talents and to emphasize the 
importance of writing skills among eighth-grade students. Students currently in 
the eighth-grade who are nominated by their schools may participate in the pro-
gram. She won in the prose category. 

■ St. Nicholas School 
alum Grace Sanford is 
one of ten eighth grad-
ers who were inducted 
into the National Honor 
Society at GPS in 
March. Members are 
chosen not just for 
scholarship, but for 
service, character, 
and leadership. The induction was led by Nia Sanders, president. Four mem-
bers spoke on each qualitiy listed above: Anne Miller Welborn on service,  Ellie 
Haskins on character, Anjali Chandra on scholarship, and April Forsthoffer on 
leadership. Vice president of the society is Hannah Thel.

 Emma Rowell ‘10
Hannah Thel ‘08
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Class of 2009

■ Athey Crump is one of three 7th graders at McCallie School who teamed up to raise 
funds for the Emily’s Power for a Cure Foundation. They had their hair cut in a “buzz” to 
raise up to $7500. To date, the three students have raised over $9,000 for the foundation.

■ Baylor student Grace Jolley was selected as a winner in the 2011 Young Southern 
Writers Contest sponsored by the Arts and Education Council and the English depart-
ment at UTC. She won in the poetry category. 

■ Cassie McCarley made all A’s last quar-
ter and was in Baylor’s production of “Alice in 
Wonderland.” 

■ Congratulations to Ayushi Sinha, who 
won the GPS Geography Bee.  Seventh 
grader Ayushi beat out 7 eighth graders 
for the geography title. In the Champion-
ship Round, she and Aurelia Williams each 
answered two questions correctly and each 
missed two questions, leading to the dramat-
ic fifth and final question: “Piccadilly Circus, a 
popular tourist attraction and gathering spot, 
is in which European city?” Ayushi correctly 
answered “London” to win the Bee. Other 
contestants were Charli Baker, Savannah 
Camp ‘08, Ragan Foley ‘08, Alex George, 
Najia Humayun, and Anina Mu ‘08.

 The Geography Bee is sponsored each 
year by the National Geographic Society to 
increase geographic awareness in the United 
States. It is open to all 4th-8th graders.   

          Ayushi’s performance 
on the National Geographic 
qualifying test placed her in the 
top 100 geography students in 
Tennessee. She can compete 
again next year. Below are four 
questions posed to the middle 
school girls to test geography 
knowldege. [answers at bottom 
of page].
 

Class of 2010

■ Congratulations to Middle School Model United 
Nations team member Shaan Desai. He was one 
of five students at Baylor School who earned two 
awards at the YMCA Middle School Model UN meet 
in Murfreesboro in November.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Honors List 
(All A’s and B’s)  

Headmaster’s List 
(All A’s)  

Distinguished List  
         (All A’s and A-)  
 

Girls Preparatory 
Upper School

2010-11 Honors 
3rd Quarter

Laura Higbee ‘04

Lauren Glenn ‘05
Olivia Harrison ‘04
Megan Mastey ‘05

Anne Marie Bautista ‘05
Archer Brock ‘04

Caroline D’Andrea ‘04
Aliza Williams ‘07

The following St. Nicholas School 
alums who attend Baylor School  

qualified for chairs in 
 

Congratulations to the following 
students who qualified as part of 

the Junior String Orchestra 

Elise Askonas ‘07 
Lily Haskins’08 

Jordan McGuffee ‘07 
Soha Noorani  ‘07 
Shams Sohani ‘07

East Tennessee Band 
and Orchestra  

Director’s Events

Congratulations to  
St. Nicholas  

Graduates who submitted 
writing that was published in 

the McCallie School  
“Argonaut” 

 
Conner Fallo ‘07 [poem], 
 “The Slant of Light, That  

Falls on Snow” 

Calvin McCarthy ‘07 [poems] 
“The World Without Us” and  

“Her Masterpiece”

Cole Wood ‘05 is a member  
of the editorial staff. 

McCallie School  
“Argonaut”

1. “Africa’s highest peak is part of a national park in Tanzania.  
 Name this mountain.” 
2. “Tet is an important holiday celebrating the new year in what  
 country west of the Gulf of Tonkin?” 
3. “Santa Ana is a major coffee-producing city that shares its name  
 with a nearby volcanic peak in which Central American country?” 
4. “The site of an ancient lighthouse on the island of Pharos attracts  
 visitors to Alexandria, a port city in which African country?” 

GEOGRAPHY BEE ANSWERS:   
1. Mount Kilimanjaro;   2. Vietnam;   
3. El Salvador;  4.  Egypt
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Leadership Profi le

Ed Jacobs, president and founder of Ed Jacobs & Associates Inc. and 
financial representative for Northwestern Mutual Financial Network, 
is the 2011 Mel Bedwell Small Business Person of the Year. The 
Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce recognized his excellence 
in business and community involvement at their Business Develop-
ment Month kickoff luncheon in May. 

 Staying power, growth 
in number of employees, 
increase in sales or unit 
volume, innovativeness of 
product or services offered, 
response to adversity, and 
evidence of contribution by 
the nominee to aid commu-
nity-oriented projects form 
the basis for this award.  “No 
one will carry this honor with greater distinction than Ed Jacobs,” said 
nominator Steve Scoggins, president of Check Into Cash Inc.  Andy 
Figlestahler, partner in Ed Jacobs & Associates, agreed. “Ed Jacobs has 
built a very successful small business with integrity in Cleveland while 
keeping his focus on his customers, his community and his family.” 

 Ed takes an outside-the-box approach with clients in designing 
and implementing employee benefits programs, tailoring “value-based” 
approaches to the needs of each client’s employees.  “Ed is passionate 
about providing solutions to this problem,” Figlestahler said. “These 
solutions are best discovered through experience, knowledge (of the in-

dustry) and hard work.”  Jacobs also makes significant contributions through service to the community, accord-
ing to Mayor Tom Rowland.  “Ed is extremely active in the community and is not a taker but a contributor,” 
Rowland said. “I feel he follows the tradition set by my late friend, Mel Bedwell.”

Trustee Ed Jacobs Named Small  
Businessperson of the Year

Excerpts from the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, Cleveland, Tennessee

In addition to Ed’s service on the St. NIcholas 
School Board of Trustees, industry-related 
board memberships include Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of Tennessee, John Deere Healthcare 
and Cigna Health Care. He has also held 
memberships on the boards of United Way 
of Bradley County, Cleveland Country Club, 
MainStreet Cleveland and Cleveland/Bradley 
Chamber of Commerce.  He is a member of 
the Alexis De Tocqueville Society and past 
president of the Sertoma Club, which twice 
named him Sertoman of the Year, and Cleve-
land Country Club.  

In addition, his service includes the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, Cleveland/Bradley 
Chamber of Commerce, Cleveland State 
Community College, Junior Achievement of 
the Ocoee Region, Junior Auxiliary, Lee Uni-
versity, MainStreet Cleveland and Museum 
Center at 5ive Points.  He also supports 
Bradley Central High School sports, Bradley 
County Sports for Youth and Michigan Avenue 
Elementary School.  Jacobs contributes to 
the efforts of the March of Dimes, Multiple 
Sclerosis and Great Strides Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation.

Trustee Curtis Baggett 
Named Advisory Board 
Member of the Year by  
the Salvation Army
Thank you to the Chattanooga Salvation Army for  
sharing this photo.  Salvation Army officials surprised 
Curtis with the award in his office at McCallie School.  
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Leadership Profi le

St. Nicholas Board of Trustees  
Welcomes Three New Members

Robert Childers 
The Rev. Robert T. J. Childers is rector of Church of the Good Shepherd, Lookout 
Mtn. Childers is a lifelong Episcopalian who was born and raised in Selma, AL. He 
graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1978 and the University of Alabama School 
of Law in 1981. After practicing law in Montgomery for seven years, Childers left the 
practice of law to enter seminary at General Theological Seminary in New York City. 

  He was ordained to the priesthood in 1991 and served parishes in Tuscaloosa, 
Mentone, and Anniston in the Diocese of Alabama before being called to Good Shep-
herd in 2008. He is married to the former Terry Kahlmus from Meridian, MS, who is 
also a recovering attorney. They have two children, Rob and Liz, both of whom are 
graduates of Sewanee: The University of the South.

Ted Arrowsmith
Ted Arrowsmith and his wife Amy are the parents of four past or current 
St. Nicholas students: George ‘10, Mary Margaret ‘11, John - Level 6, and 
Teddy - Level 3.

 He has been a practicing Medical Oncologist in Chattanooga for 
ten years and currently serves as the President of Chattanooga Oncology 
& Hematology Associates and Secretary of the Medical Staff at Memorial 
Hospital.  He received a B.A. in English from Williams College and and a 
M.D. and Masters in Public Health from Vanderbilt University.  Ted and his 
family love the outdoors and like to spend as much time as possible hiking, 
mountain biking, rock climbing, and kayaking.

 Ted is a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church where he has 
served as a youth advisor.

Mitch Patel
Mitch Patel is a current parent to St. Nicholas students Ishani (Level 7), 
Aleyna (Level 3) and Arjun (Level 1). His wife is Parul Patel, who will be a 
Level 3 parent representative this year.

 Mitch is President & CEO of Vision Hospitality Group, Inc., a Chat-
tanooga based hotel management and development company. He holds a 
Master’s and Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Tennessee. He currently serves on the board of the Chattanooga Chamber of 
Commerce and the national Franchise Advisory Council at the Marriott. He 
was previously on the boards of the Chattanooga Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau and the Creative Discovery Museum for Children. When he is not 
spending time with his family he enjoys sports, art and architecture.
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