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Front Cover
The St. Nicholas School campus is particularly 
beatutiful in the Spring.  This photo was taken 
during Active Play.  Students are playing on 
the grassy commons area in front of the Middle 
Primary classroom cottage.

Back Cover
St. Nicholas alum 
Caroline D’Andrea 
from the class of 2004 
recently participated 
in the art show “Talk 

Portraiture,” an exhibit at Shuptrine  
Fine Arts Studio. She is described as 
“insightful, inventive, self directed and 
disciplined.”
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This year’s theme, Journey 
into Space - Inner Space, Outer 
Space, and Shared Space, began 
in the fall with a special focus 
on our shared space, with an 
emphasis on creating the Chil-
dren’s Corner at the Community 
Kitchen.  The Corner continues 
to be an outstanding addition 

to the Day Center, serving the area’s homeless 
children.  
    The year’s Journey culminated on Tuesday, 
April 27.  Students attended the Lower Primary 
production, “CELEBRATION OF SPACE,” in 
the gym.  Immediately after the presentation, 
students toured displays in the cottages.  In the 

(continued on next page)



afternoon the students enjoyed 
a presentation on water qual-
ity by Kimberly McClurkin, 
Public Information 
Specialist for the 
City of Chattanooga.  
She leads their edu-
cational programs.  
Students also had 
enrichment 
activities within 
their own divisions. 
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Julie Feagans began her relationship 
with St. Nicholas School in 1969 as 
a student in the Early Learning 
Center when St. Nicholas was lo-

cated at Grace Episcopal Church. Her mother, 
Helen Pogue, was one of the early board mem-
bers for the school.  A natural educator,  Julie 
worked in the public schools for a number 
years before eventually coming to St. Nicholas 
to teach in 2001.  Julie was the mother of St. 
Nicholas graduates Blake ‘03 and Jack ‘07, 
who are both students at McCallie School.
 In the spring of 2006 Julie became ill 
and was diagnosed with multiple myeloma.  
She went through several treatments to fi ght 
the cancer after her diagnosis.  Even though 
she was unable to be a full-time teacher, she 
returned to assist with yearly assessments 
when she was able.  Sadly, she lost her battle 
with cancer on December 31, 2009. 
          Julie had a great impact on her students and she remains close to the hearts of those at St. Nicholas 
who knew her.  She once wrote the following about her experience teaching children, “There is nothing 

more exciting than watching a child’s realization that 
he or she is a reader. Just as exciting, though, can be 
the joy on the faces of the parents who see their child 
develop and thrive intellectually.”
 

On April 20th, Julie was honored at the Helene DiSte-
fano Foundation Luncheon [www.hdfgive.org]. Her son 
Blake and husband Mark spoke eloquently at the event, 
hosted by Deborah DiStefano; Cindy Sexton, alumni 
parent of Gracie Gilbert, served as the emcee.  The fol-
lowing tribute was included in the program and sums up 
very well the impact of Julie’s life.

 Julie Feagans grew up in Chattanooga, TN. She always knew that she was called by God to be an   
 educator of young children that she loved so much. She married and had two sons whom she adored.  
 Julie’s life centered not only on her children; but those that she taught in Kindergarten. Julie was an  
 inspiration to all of her friends, fellow moms, and casual acquaintances. She was the featured speaker  
 at the 2008 HDF luncheon when she bravely shared “her journey of being a cancer survivor” with   
 many in our community. She continues to inspire all of us with her hope and strength and leaves us   
 with a “never give up” attitude that is so contagious.

Mother, Daughter, Wife, Teacher, and Very Special Friend

COURAGEJulie Pogue Feagans

Helene DiStefano Foundation Honoree
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inspiration

Left page photos: top: Julie with her students (current classes 
of ‘10 and ‘11);   bottom: with coworkers at Grace Episcopal 
Church for Early Learning Center Promotion.  Faculty mem-
bers are left to right (Susie Haddock, Katie McCorkle, Julie 
Feagans, and Kirsten Aguirre).

Right page photos: top - Julie as a student in the Early Learn-
ing Center at Grace Episcopal Church, class of ‘69; left:  Julie 
with her parents, Hays and Evelyn Pogue;  Julie with Mrs. 
Turner and students (classes of ‘08 and ‘09) for Halloween;  
right: Julie with students from the class of ‘11 when she was 
presented with a class quilt made for her by the students with 
the help of the parents association. 
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Insert photo top: Nancy Mouron;  group photo, left to right, front row: Garrett Harvey ‘93, 
Cathy Mouron Harvey, Taylor Harvey ‘91, Cindy Mouron Grzesiak, Megan 

Grzesiak ‘05, Lizzy Mouron ‘99;  back row: (Tripp) David Mouron III ‘01, David 
Mouron Jr., David Mouron; not pictured are: Chris Mouron ‘79 and Zachary Wheeler ‘96.

LEGACY
Nancy Mouron taught handwriting, social 

studies, and art in the Early Learning 
Center at St. Nicholas School from 

1969-1985.  She then taught Middle Primary social 
studies and art from 1985-1991.  She became ill, but 
she still wanted to teach children and continued to 
do so as long as possible.  Education was stressed in 
the Mouron family which is 
apparent when you see the con-
tinuing legacy of her children 
and grandchildren.  It is also 
obvious that the their belief in 
a St. Nicholas education has 
continued.
 When the Mouron’s 
moved to Chattanooga, David 
Jr. and Cathy [Harvey] were 
too old to attend St. Nicholas.  
However, Cindy [Grzesiak] 
started school in 1965 and is 
considered a graduate of the 
Early Learning Center program.  
Chris Mouron ‘79 was in 
the second Level 8 graduating 
class.  The article on page 9 
gives more information about 
Chris and his career as a profes-
sor at Rhodes College in Mem-
phis. See below for updates 
about the rest of the family.

The Mouron Family

David Mouron, a 1973 gradu-
ate of McCallie School, David 
holds a B.S. and M.S. in Chem-
istry, teaches Honors Chemistry 
and AP Physics at McCallie 
School.  He has taught in Knox-
ville, metro Atlanta, and Oak 

Ridge. He participated in the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Teacher Research Associate program and 
also was the recipient of two summer research fel-
lowships at Georgia Tech. He has been published 
in Polymer Chemistry. In 2003, David was named 
a Joseph B. Whitehead Educator of Distinction. In 
2008, he received the KEO-KIO award and in 2009 
he participated in Spallation Neutron Source to the 
Classroom in Oak Ridge. He also visited and toured 
CERN in the summer of 2009. David is a reader 
(grader) for the AP Physics exam.
Cathy Mouron Harvey holds a B.S. in Health 
and Physical Education from the University of Left to right:  Nancy Mouron with coworkers Ginny 

Young, Lora Beth Gilbreath, and Bettye Hixson. (continued on page 17)
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ALUMNI NEWS

Chris Mouron ‘79 is an associate professor 
in the Mathematics & Computer Science 
Department at Rhodes College in Memphis.   

In May, he received the Clarence Day Dean’s Award 
for Outstanding Research and/or Creative Activity, 
which includes a $6,000 honorarium.  This Award is 
given to a member of the faculty who has demonstrated 
excellence in teaching over the previous three years as 
determined by the assessments of students and col-
leagues; the effective use of imaginative and creative 
pedagogy; and motivating students to embrace a life of 
continuing study.  
 “Professor Mouron, for the breadth and depth 
of your many scholarly pursuits, and for visible proof 
that one can integrate a top-fl ight research program 
into the life of a mathematician at a liberal arts college,  
it is my pleasure to present to you as the 29th recipient,  
the Clarence Day Award for Outstanding Research and 
Creative Activity,” said Dr.  Michael R. Drompp, Dean 
of the Faculty and Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
at the awards ceremony.  
 A leading specialist in his fi eld, Dr. Mouron has 
published in the Proceedings of the American Math-
ematical Society, which is recognized among the most 
prestigious mathematics journals in the world, and 
serves as a referee for several top journals. One of his 
papers answered a central question in continuum the-
ory which had stumped the experts for over 40 years. 
In 2007, he was a featured speaker 
at the International Conference on 
Topology and Its Applications, in 
Kyoto, Japan, and for the past two 
summers in Canada and Mexico, he 
has taught other specialists about his 
pioneering techniques. He also serves on the steering 
committee of the annual Spring Topology and Dynam-
ics Conference.  
 Chris holds a B.S. degree from Lafayette Col-
lege and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from Texas Tech 
University. He came to Rhodes in 2002 after holding 
visiting positions at the University of Delaware and at 
Hendrix College.
 “Because of the large variety of courses that I 
have taught, I do not have a singular teaching philos-
ophy--these various courses have different expected 
learning outcomes, after all. One thing that I have 
discovered in all my courses is that in order for the 

EducatorDr. Chris Mouron ‘79

student to learn and grow, the professor cannot and 
should not show the student how to do everything. The 
student must discover most of the ideas for her/himself. 
This situation can be very frustrating for the student 
sometimes, but that is okay. Mathematicians are always 
frustrated. Learn-
ing to deal with 
the frustration 
and persevere 
through the dif-
fi cult material 
on one’s own is 
how you begin to 
truly transform 
yourself into a 
mathematician.”
 “Most of 
my research is in 
the area of topol-
ogy, which is 
the study of the 
“shape” of space. 
In particular, I 
have been ex-
ploring dynami-
cal systems on continua, a certain type of topological 
space.  Mathematicians such as myself who study the 
relationships between chaotic dynamics and topol-

ogy are interested in where chaos can 
and cannot occur. The use of topology 
helps to describe the “shape” of the space 
where the chaos occurs. A clear picture 
of this shape allows order to be distilled 
from seeming disorder. Much of my work 

is focused on the classifi cation of continua that admit 
or do not admit expansive homeomorphisms or positive 
entropy homeomorphisms.”
 “I live in Midtown with my wife Solly and 
my cat Simon. I am a former rugby player. I was the 
captain of the rugby team at my alma mater, Lafay-
ette College, and I founded and coached the women’s 
rugby team there. I now enjoy playing disc golf. Before 
graduate school, I taught high school mathematics and 
coached the wrestling team at Paulding County High 
School in Georgia. I have taught college mathematics 
in fi ve different states over the past 17 years, and I have 
always been able to get to campus by bike or on foot.”

Clarence Day Award Recipient - Rhodes College Associate Professor 

“ ... The student must 
discover most of the 

ideas for her/himself. ”
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St. Nicholas Offers Enrichment 
Programs After School and Summer 

1010

The St. Nicholas extended school program and summer 
camp continue the St. Nicholas philosophy beyond the 
regular class day and into the summer months.  The 
Extended School Program or ESP begins at 12 noon 
after the dismissal of the children from the Early Learn-
ing Center.  Older children join ESP each day after 
3pm.  Summer camp commences after promotion 
ceremonies, typically the fi rst week of June.   

     ESP affords students a safe place where they 
are encouraged to look deeper into topics that spark an 
interest.  It is a structured after-school opportunity where 
the ESP staff in conjunction with teachers can address 
students’ needs in both group and individual settings.  

 ESP also provides students a recreational setting 
where classmates build friendships in a stress free and 
relaxing environment.  ESP gives children a chance to 
unwind, play with friends, complete homework assignments, 

and interact with adults who can be 
tutors, mentors, and counselors.  

  Employing qualifi ed and capable staff for ESP is 
imperative.  The staff members are mindful, supportive individu-
als who are trained to work with children.  Most importantly, they 
are people who care about the children with whom they work.  
They often offer quiet advice through their words or through 
their examples.

 While ESP provides a much needed service for working 
parents, the focus is not babysitting.  The program has clear, 
poignant objectives that are direct and purpose-fi lled.  Expe-
rienced and caring staff members are constantly encouraging 

students and building their self-esteem through a bounty of supervised 
activities.  The staff members are also role models who add to the rich offering of the 
program and they are carefully selected and screened.  These talented specialists 

create the atmosphere of excitement and distinction for the program.  

 St. Nicholas considers both the extended school 
program and the summer camp program to be central to 
our educational initiatives.  While these additional programs 
are outside of the regular classroom, they are an extension 
of the school’s mission.  ESP and summer camp complete 
the vision that St. Nicholas is a comprehensive educational 
institution. The St. Nicholas Summer Camp offers an inclusive 
environment where all children are encouraged to participate 
and learn new skills.  The balanced experience allows camp-
ers to make friends, discover new opportunities, and develop 

their emotional and social skills.  The next page has additional 
information about summer camp.



St. Nicholas Offers Enrichment 
Programs After School and Summer 

In addition to providing a program for after-school, St. Nicholas has built a reputa-
tion of hosting a summer day camp program that engages children in activities that 
keep their minds and bodies active.  Realizing that many parents want a quality and 

enriching experience for their children during the summer months, 
St. Nicholas continues its tradition of excellence by offering a substantive 
and meaningful series of summer programs for children ages 4 to 12 years. 
The summer day camp offers an inclusive environment where all children 
are encouraged to participate and learn new skills.  The balanced experi-
ence allows campers to make friends, discover new opportunities, and de-
velop their emotional and social skills.  In addition to the day camp for ages 
4-12, St. Nicholas offers a camp leadership program for ages 13-15, where 
they assist the regular staff  and learn important work skills.  A number of 
our alums come back to St. Nicholas as part of our camp leadership [see 

page 17].

 Our camp offers an exciting multi-day art and music component as a part 
of our weekly schedule.  On the days groups are not scheduled for a fi eld trip 
or swimming, the kids attend an art class and music class. Art classes provide 
campers with a variety of experiences, using fun materials including paint, 
pencil, watercolor, and craft supplies. The music component provides an 
opportunity for the campers to be creative while working with others through 
the art of improvisation. They have the chance to become comfortable shar-
ing their singing and other musical talents in a creative and spontaneous 

environment.  Additional enrichment offerings include soccer camps, softball, 
gymnastics, musical theatre, computer classes, math, science and Spanish 
classes.

         Involvement in age-appropriate 
group activities and exposure to diverse 
athletic and educational experiences 
are the foundation to the summer camp 
program. The St. Nicholas atmosphere 
of respect and trust advances the 

development of personal 
and situational skills.

And yes, the 
children are 
having fun 
too!
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enriching experience for their children during the summer months, 
St. Nicholas continues its tradition of excellence by offering a substantive 
and meaningful series of summer programs for children ages 4 to 12 years. 

page 17].

 Our camp offers an exciting multi-day art and music component as a part 
of our weekly schedule.  On the days groups are not scheduled for a fi eld trip 
or swimming, the kids attend an art class and music class. Art classes provide 
campers with a variety of experiences, using fun materials including paint, 

June 7 – August 6, 2010  www.stns.org

St. Nicholas Summer CampSt. Nicholas SummerSt. Nicholas Summer

development of personal 
and situational skills.

And yes, the 
children are 
having fun 
too!
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COURAGEDeborah Bley Hampton
Former St. Nicholas Admission Director and Alumni Parent 

Debbi Bley Hampton was an incredibly talented writer, poet, and musician. As a youth, she 
was urged to consider training for the opera, as that pure and clear voice of hers had all the 
makings for a successful career as a vocalist. But she chose nursing instead, and as anyone 
knew who saw her in action, she was an extraordinary healer. Before moving to Chattanooga, 

she served as a Registered Nurse in the Baltimore, Maryland area.  
 After she and husband David moved to Chattanooga and enrolled their daughter Hollin at St. Nicholas, 
she was led to her work as the school’s admission director for the next seven years. This work, and her diagno-
sis at the age of 42 with breast cancer, took her into a 
new direction. She became the fi rst Executive Direc-
tor of the local chapter of Y-Me, the women’s breast 
cancer advocacy organization, and this was followed 
by fi ve years as the Director of Development for 
Partnership for Families and Children, the largest 
non-profi t provider of social services in Chattanooga. 
Everyone who worked with Debbi knew that she was 
extraordinary. She found a way to achieve excellence 
in everything she did.
          But it was not enough for Debbi to simply 
be excellent. Her advocacy work for women with 
breast cancer was much more than a job; it became 
a mission. She was tapped to serve as an advocate 
reviewer for the Department of Defense on breast 
cancer research. She absorbed information about the 
various treatment protocols for breast cancer until 
she was an expert among experts. 
 Debbi was a member of the Baha’i faith. She began writing materials for Brilliant Star, the Baha’i chil-
dren’s magazine, and became fi rst its assistant editor and then the editor. It provided an outlet for the writing 
she always had done; her poetry sprung from her love of words and the magic of transforming her heart’s song 
into verses. She wrote music; she wrote poetry; and together, with Mary K. Radpour, a series of new-age fairy 
tales which promoted world citizenship for children. She formed a musical group known as Bridges with her 
second husband Steve Hampton and they toured all over the US, eventually even making a trip to the Ukraine. 
She undertook many initiatives in service of improving race relations, in supporting the equality of women 
and men, and in promoting the oneness of religion.
 Debbi’s talents all came together with the publication of her book: Slapped Awake: Living with Breast 
Cancer; a Journey in Poetry and Prose [slappedawake.com]. Not only did her book join her love of words 
and poetry with her remarkable grasp of the intricacies of chemotherapy and breast cancer treatment, it also 
took her into the matters of the heart into which cancer had thrown her. Debbi’s life was a process of making 
every day’s choice a noble one, one in which she faced pain courageously.  Debbi had profound confi dence 
that, just as the baby in the womb is developing eyes and ears and muscles for its exciting journey through this 
life, so is this life a womb for the life to come, in which the patience, long-suffering, compassion, generosity 
and commitment to love and justice become our competencies in that world.

From Memorial Service Tribute by Mary K. Radpour

Left to right:  Debbi Bley Hampton, 
Hollin Bley Blaylock ‘96, Steve Hampton



Susan Pala received her DVM from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, College of Veterinary 

Medicine last year and completed her master’s 
in public health from UTK in December.  Susan 
is shown above with classmates Dr. Holly Peters  
on the left and Dr. Marisa Shulman on the right. 
During the summer she did an internship with 
the United States Department of Agriculture, 
Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health. 

 She recently joined Plainview Veterinary 
Clinic in Plainview, Minnesota, where she works 
with both large and small animals. 

Once she has the experience of working in 
private practice, she says she’s considering a 
job in veterinary public health with the USDA or 
CDC where she can study disease outbreaks, 
especially zoonotic diseases that can pass be-
tween animals and people.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Dr. Susan Lee Pala
Class of 1995

Girls Preparatory School Class of 2001
Carlton 2005

University of Tennessee Veterinary Medicine 2009

In the Spotlight

• By e-mail/internet:     
 Send your news to Dexter Cantelou 
 at dcantelou@stns.org
• By regular mail: 
 St. Nicholas School
 7525 Min-Tom Drive  
 Chattanooga, TN  37421

How to share your news . . .Join your friends on Facebook
Share your fondest memories from Grace Church 

to the Min Tom Campus.  Find out what your 
friends from St. Nicholas are doing now.

Go to www.stnsalums.org or 
www.stnicholasalums.org 

     which will take you to the Facebook login.   

Class of 1981
■ Mary Helen Bailey 
Bondurant and her husband 
Tom welcomed a daughter 
Olivia on August 9, 2008. They 
live in Memphis where Mary Helen works for International Paper.

Class of 1988
■ Lela Moore and her mom 
Jean Moore recently visited St. 
Nicholas when Lela was in town 
to run in the ½ marathon. Lela 
currently lives in Brooklyn, NY. 
She has her MA in Journalism 
from NYU and she works for the 
New York TImes Company.

■ Congratulations to Tawambi 
Settles who married Melanie Eliza-
beth Brooks on July 11, 2009.

■ Lindsey Ward Erickson is 
shown here with her husband Kirk 
and daughters Evangeline and Kyrie. 
Lindsey and Kirk Erickson live in 
Hixson with daughters Evangeline 
(4years) and Kyrie (10 months).  
They attend Northshore Fellowship 
where they are active members.  
Lindsey enjoys being a stay-at-home 
mom with hobbies of reading and 
cooking.  Kirk is an underwriting 
director with Cigna Healthcare when 
he is not shepherding little girls. 
Lindsey is a 1994 graduate of Girls Preparatory School and the Univer-
sity of IL, Urbana.  She is the daughter of St. Nicholas teacher Linda 

Ireland.  

Class of 1992
■ May is a big month for Katie 
vonWerssowetz. Shown to left, 
she and her fi ancé Chris Gooden 
will be married on May 15 at the 
Chattanooga Golf and Country 
Club. Chris is from Knoxville, 
Tennessee and he works as an 

exercise physiologist.  Katie also plans to receive her medical degree in 
May from James H. Quillen College of Medicine. 

Class of 1993
■ Ben Curtis was recently cast in the new NBC TV hospital drama 
“Mercy.” He will also play the lead in the upcoming independent feature 
fi lm “Do It for Hartman.”

Class of 1995
■ Congratulations to Neil Patel for his marriage to Jennifer King on 
August 2, 2008
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ALUMNI NEWS
Class of 1996
■ Tyler Thurston works for a gen-
eral contractor in Chattanooga while 
pursuing a master’s degree in broad-
cast meteorology.

Class of 1999
■ Carly Russell graduated in 
December from Auburn University with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration in Marketing with 
a minor in Psychology.

■ Haleigh Sherbak is pursuing her 
master’s in the human development 
counseling program at Vanderbilt. She graduated with honors from the Univer-
sity of Georgia with a bachelor’s in psychology and Spanish. At UGA, Haleigh 
was president of her sorority Kappa Alpha Theta.

Class of 2000
■ Mat Hartje is a junior at Carnegie 
Melon. He is studying Computer Science 
and works on the college computer sci-
ence website.

Class of 2003
■ Douglas Basnight is a recipient of 
the Argonaut Creative Writing Award at 
McCallie School.

■ Rebecca Hartje is involved in the 
Baylor drama plays and had a lead role in 
Rabbit Hole and You Can’t Take it with You.  

■ Rebecca Hartje and Leah Schul-
son were selected as members of the 
prestigious Round Table for 2009-2010 at Baylor School. The students are all 
selected through an application process by virtue of their achievements in the 
classroom. Since its founding in 1942, this prestigious literary discussion group 
has emphasized independent thought and lively debate. To be selected is 
among the school’s highest honors.

■ Leah Schulson has qualifi ed for the National Merit Scholarship Program at 
Baylor School by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test as a junior. She is among the 16,000 highest scorers nationwide of the 
1.5 million students who took the test.

■ GPS seniors Maria Stratienko and Shyama Appareddy represented GPS 
at the 36th annual National High School Model United Nations Conference in 
New York City on March 17-21. Over 3,000 national and international delegates 
attended the conference. Maria served on the Security Council and won Sec-
ond Place as Best Security Council representatives.    

Class of 2004
■ Archer Brock was one of four girls out of 600 students statewide who 
scored in the top 50 on the FEMAT I test in the Por2Serve Math Competition at 
the University of Tennessee. As a GPS junior she was one of 24 GPS partici-
pants; three other girls were within three points of the cut-off score. Ten winners 
of the test qualify for a four-year tuition scholarship at UTK.  Archer is also one 
of six juniors and seniors who were tapped for induction into the Duffy Jarnagin 
chapter of the National Honor Society.

Sisters Holly Turnbo ‘02 (left) and Chelsea 
Turnbo Hardin ‘99 (right) stopped 
by the She Expo and visited with 

St. Nicholas staff members.

Alex will graduate from New York 
University in May, 2010. He 

will receive a B.A. in English with a 
minor in Business. Last summer,  he 
enjoyed working as an editorial intern 
at American Songwriter Magazine in 
Nashville. Now a contributor for the 
magazine as well as for a British pub-
lication, he hopes to continue writing 
upon graduating. 

 You can read some of his 
articles at: http://www.americansong-
writer.com/author/alex-shoaf/ 

 

In the Spotlight

Alex Shoaf
Class of 2000

Baylor School Class of 2006

New York University
Class of 2010

Julia Tiller ‘03 recently spent the 
morning at St. Nicholas visiting 
with her former teachers (shown 

with Mrs. Linda Elkins). 

Class of 1980
Alumni Reunion
Saturday, July 24, 2010

12:00-6:00pm
Place to be announced

Contact Beverly Rhoden 
[benefi tbev@gmail.com]
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ALUMNI NEWS

Class of 2004 
■ Laura Higbee received the Smith Book 
Award and was inducted into the Duffy 
Jarnagin chapter of the National Honor 
Society  at GPS.

Class of 2005
■ Brian Mu and fi ve other McCallie 
students participated in the All-East/All-
State Band and Orchestra. The All-East groups performed in Gatlinburg on 
February 6 and Nashville on April 17. Congratulations to Brian!

■ Cole Wood was given an honorable mention for his entry of best sports 
story in the McCallie School newspaper The Tornado. The newspaper won 
3rd place for Best Overall Newspaper and received a ranking of “All-Ten-
nessee” from the THSPA.

Class of 2007
■ Ashton Reynolds (shown at left), has 
been accepted into Ridgeland High School’s 
Honors Academy for the 2010-11 school year. 
Ashton is the daughter of St. Nicholas staff 
member Sally Williams.

■ Olivia Taylor was the only middle school 
student at Baylor who was chosen to be a part 
of the Junior Varsity Fencing Team and was 
also the only girl on the team. Olivia is the 
daughter of St. Nicholas faculty member Judy 
Taylor.

Class of 2008
■ Anjali Chandra received the Margaret Whelend Cate Award at GPS. 
She also scored in the top 3% for the Duke TIPS program nationwide and 
will be honored at both the State level and the Grand Recognition Ceremo-
ny at Duke University.

Class of 2009
■ Baylor students Cassie McCarley, Brianna Kyzer, and Lily Haskins 
recently acted in the Middle School play while many more St. Nicholas 
graduates helped backstage. 

Courtney Edens ‘06
Lauren Glenn ‘05
Emma Kirkpatrick ‘09

Nia Sanders ‘08
Hannah Thel ‘08

Aliza Williams ‘07

Archer Brock ‘04
Eleanor Brock ‘07
Kathryn Bryant ‘05
Savannah-Raye Camp ‘08
Caroline Humphreys ‘07
Lexie Kyriakidis ‘09
Megan Mastey ‘05
Hannah Mills ‘08

Anina Mu ‘08
Carly Perry ‘09

Julia Revenig ‘04
Grace Sanford ‘08

Rye Sanford ‘09
Maggie Swafford ‘09

Mariko Thel ‘05

Honors List 
(All A’s and B’s)  

           GPS Student Leadership
12th Grade: 

Sarah Mastey ’03 – Honor Council President
McKenzie Stokes ’03 – Treasurer

11th Grade
Laura Higbee ‘04– Honor Council Representative

10th Grade
Megan Mastey ’05 – Treasurer 
Mariko Thel ‘05– Student Council Representative

9th Grade
Amy Krecker ’06 – Robin Hood Leadership

8th Grade
Eleanor Brock ’07 – Treasurer
Caroline Humphreys ‘07 - Student Council 
  Representative
Aliza Williams ’07 – Secretary 

7th Grade 
Anjali Chandra ’08 - Honor Council Representative
Ragan Foley ’08 – Treasurer
April Forsthoffer ’08 – Vice President
Hannah Thel ’08 - Student Council Representative

Headmaster’s List 
(All A’s)  

Distinguished List  
         (All A’s and A-)  
 

Anna Baldree ‘09
Anjali Chandra ‘08
Ragan Foley ‘08
April Forsthoffer ‘08

Laura Higbee ‘04
Megan Rohn ‘07
Ayushi Sinha ‘09

Girls Preparatory School
2009-2010 Honors

1st  Semester

Of the 12 girls who were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society at 
GPS, fi ve of them are St. Nicholas alums (class of ‘08).  They are (left to right) 

Hannah Thel, Nia Sanders, Ragan Foley, April Forsthoffer, and Anjali Chandra.

GPS Honor Council
Three of the eleven students who are on the 
Honor Council are St. Nicholas School alums:  
 Anjali Chandra ‘08
 Laura Higbee ‘04
 Sarah Mastey ‘03

Terpsichord dancers at GPS 
this year included several 

St. Nicholas alums:  

‘04:  Archer Brock, 
Laura Higbee and 

Mary Catherine Weathers.

‘05:  Lauren Glenn and 
Meghan Powers
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ALUMNI NEWS

Class of 2009
■ London Elrod plays baseball at McCallie School.  
We received the following update from his mom Jamie 
Elrod on London and McCallie, along with a photo of new 
baby Crew.  “From the academics, athletics and social 
aspects, London is absolutely loving his experience at 
McCallie.  After the fi rst semester, he has made all A’s ( I 
think he has a 4.13 GPA or something like that)  He was 
also named to the Faculty Recognition List.  I mention the 
above not to brag but I want you to know we truly feel St. 
Nicholas prepared him for the middle school adjustment 
and 5th grade assisted and encouraged him to rise to 
the challenge to be able to thrive in his new environment.  
Kudos St. Nicholas!”  

■ Gracie Gilbert made the Honor Roll at Normal Park 
School twice this year so far.   She was named Student of the Month in De-
cember for the Character Trait of Perseverance. Her mom Cindy Sexton writes, 
“St. Nicholas really prepared her for middle school and she is thriving.“ 
■ One of three GPS participants in the independent school zone bee in Feb-
ruary, Ayushi Sinha made it to the top 20 out of the 63 entries.

St. Nicholas Graduates 
Make the Grade

at McCallie School
1st  Semester

Headmaster’s List*

Congratulations to our St. Nicholas 
graduates who have been recognized 
for their academic achievements at 

McCallie School – January 2010

* Headmaster’s List - students must 
earn all “A’s” for the semester.
** Honor Roll -  must earn an overall 
3.5 average or better with no grade 
lower than a B-.
*** Faculty Recognition List - 
recognizes students who faculty 
members think deserve special 
recognition for their academic 
efforts during the semester.

Honor Roll**

Faculty Recognition List***
Noah Ankar ‘08 
John Arnold ‘04
Bruce Baldree ‘05
Ed Carroll ‘05 
Hampton Clark ‘09
Houston Clements ‘06
London Elrod ‘09 
Blake Feagans ‘03
Jack Feagans ‘07
Ryan Forsthoffer ‘05

Marc Gerep ‘09
Luke Hamilton ‘08

 Martin Krecker ‘04
Connor McElheney ‘04

Max Milam ‘09
Shawn Paik ‘06

Bond Ragsdale ‘09
Faraaz Rizvi ‘08

Evan Speicher ‘05
Ford Yates ‘09

Bruce Baldree ‘05
Greg Basnight ‘06
Bowen Brown ‘06
Collin Cochran ‘04
Conner Fallo ‘07
Ryan Forsthoffer ‘04
Martin Krecker ‘04
Tyler Mastey ‘08
Calvin McCarthy ‘08
Connor McElheney ‘04

J.P. Millet ‘05
Brian Mu ‘05

Shawn Paik ‘06
Daniel Paré ‘06
Nihar Patel ‘03

Colton Petty ‘07
Faraaz Rizvi ‘08

Lynah Sherrill ‘07
Evan Speicher ‘05

Noah Ankar ‘08
John Arnold ‘04
Hampton Clark ‘09
London Elrod ‘09
Luke Hamilton ‘08

James Hayes ‘06
Conner McCarthy ‘09

Bond Ragsdale ‘09
Ford Yates ‘09

Classes of 1998-2002
Reunion at Big River Grille – December 2009

Top pictures, left to right; Nicole Eigelsbach ‘01, Mrs. Julie Thornburg, 
Eric Peterson ‘96;  Dillon Martin ‘02, Chris Huffman ‘01’;  

bottom picture, left to right: Mrs. Thornburg, Cady Jones ‘01, Allie Conn ‘02, 
Meghan O’Dea ‘00, Ford Charman ‘02, Susan Pyle ‘01 

Classes of 1998-2002Classes of 1998-2002Classes of 1998-2002Classes of 1998-2002
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(continued from page 8)

Tennessee, Chattanooga. She taught gymnastics 
for Signal School of PE from 1977-1986 and was 
the PE teacher at Dawnville Elementary School 
from 1986-1991.  Cathy has taught movement at 
St. Nicholas from 1992 to the present.  Cathy has 
two children, Taylor and Garrett Harvey. 
Cindy Mouron Grzesiak attended the St. Nicholas 
Kindergarten in 1965. She holds a B.S. in Interior 
Design and worked as a designer with Franklin & 
Associates and TWH Architects from 1987-1992. 
Cindy also worked in architecture for 5 years in 
Austin, TX. She also worked at St. Nicholas from 
1991-2002 in the roles of Art and Early Learning 
Center teaching assistant and continues today as a 
substitute teacher.
GRANDCHILDREN (all St. Nicholas graduates)

Taylor Harvey ‘91 graduated from Girls Prepara-
tory School in 1997. She holds a B.A. in English 
from the University of Tennessee, Chattanooga and 
a MA in Instructional Leadership from Tennessee 
Tech. She has taught special education English 
at Ridgeland High School and Lakeview Fort 
Oglethorpe.  
Garrett Harvey ‘93 graduated from McCallie 
School in 1999. He received a football scholarship 
to the University of Tennessee, Chattanooga and 
majored in Math Education. Presently he works for 
Jeff Harvey Heating & Cooling in Chattanooga. 
Zachary Wheeler ‘96 is the son of Cindy 
Grzesiak. He graduated from McCallie School in 
2002. He is also a graduate of Virginia Tech with 
a B.S. in Civil Engineering. He now works at 
Westest Engineering in Denver, Colorado.
Lizzy Mouron ‘00 graduated from Girls Prepara-
tory School in 2006. She is a student at the 
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga and 
is pursuing a B.S. in Chemical Engineering.
Tripp Mouron ‘02 graduated from McCallie 
School in 2008. He is working on a B.A. in 
Chinese & International Business at the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville. Tripp will be going to 
school in China for a year starting in September.
Megan Grzesiak ‘05 is an outstanding student at 
Girls Preparatory School and will graduate in 2012.

LEGACY
The Mouron Family

Photos, beginning 
at top left to right, 
clockwise: Conner 
McCarthy ‘09 and 
in the background is 

Calvin McCarthy ‘07; Maddie Logan ‘08; Mandy Morgan ‘94 with 
swimmers; Shandia Deloach ‘95 doing face painting; Jack 
Harrison‘99 tying shoe for camper; Clay Hall ‘02, bowling fi eld 
trip; Conner McCarthy ‘09 helping with art class.  

St. Nicholas Summer Camp
– Alums Come Back to Help –

St. Nicholas Summer CampSt. Nicholas Summer CampSt. Nicholas Summer CampSt. Nicholas Summer Camp
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Grandparents & Special Friends Visiting Day
             –  April 29, 2010 – 
April 29 was a beautiful spring day and the St. Nicholas 
campus looked wonderful.  Students were so excited 
to share classroom projects as well as aspects of their 
daily routine with visitors on Grandparents and Special 
Friends Visiting Day.

 Guests attended chapel and enjoyed music performed 
by the students.  Laughter and smiles abounded as visi-
tors saw how St. Nicholas plays such an important role 
in the development of their grandchildren.  It was an 
awesome day!
in the development of their grandchildren.  It was an in the development of their grandchildren.  It was an 
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T   he annual auction to benefi t St. Nicholas School was 
held on Saturday, February 20th. This year’s theme 
based on the whimsical Dr. Seuss, “Oh, The Places 
We’ll Go!” book provided a colorful backdrop for an 

entertaining evening at the new Residence Inn and Conference 
Center at Hamilton Place.

 With enthusiastic 
participation and generous 
support, this year’s auction 
will make another signifi cant 
contribution to St. Nicholas. 
Proceeds raised from ticket 
sales, sponsorships, and the 
auction will benefi t essential 
components of the school’s 
budget including faculty 
salaries and professional 
development, academic 
programs, and property 
improvements, providing an 
extra margin of excellence 
for our student’s direct 
and immediate benefi t.

Parents Association Annual Auction to Benefit St. Nicholas School

Parents Association 
Raises $65,000 from the Annual Auction 

to benefi t St. Nicholas School

Photos, clockwise top left to right: Jennifer Kreek, Jabo and Beaumont Covert; Amy 
Snetman and Serina Desai;  Derek Taylor, Geoff Rodgers, and Kevin Leckenby; Parul 
Patel and Nichelle Patel; Trish Richard; Jim Kirkpatrick and Manvesh Sinha.
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Alumni Feature ...    
Insightful, Inventive, Self Directed and Disciplined

Caroline’s involvement with the arts began 
in her early years at St. Nicholas where the 
curriculum placed a premium on fostering 
creativity and individuality. Her teachers 
noticed that she approached art with a 
natural curiosity and strong sense of 
confi dence. During her middle school years 
and high school years Caroline benefi ted 
from her experience in the arts at Girls 
Preparatory School where as a senior high 
student she has studied with Mary Carrith-
ers during the past two and a half years, 
in a program culminating in an Advanced 
Placement course designed for students to 
earn credit on the college level.

 It was during her freshman year at GPS that 
Caroline’s talent and passion for art began to be evident in her handling of tonal shading to 
create a sense of dimension in her subject matter and in 

her creative approach 
to all her assignments 
in class. The following 
year she developed an 
affi nity for the techniqe 
called reductive 
charcoal drawing, 
which involves side 
lighting the subject and 
erasing certain areas to 
achieve smooth transi-
tions of value from light 
to charcoal gray, leaving the remaining black charcoal surface for 
the darkest values. The portraits on display in this exhibit have been completed using this 
technique.

 Advanced Placement Art instructor Carrithers describes Caroline as an “insightful, 
inventive, self directed and disciplined” art student. “Her success in art,” she adds, “is a 
result of her enthusiasm for and sensitivity to visual expression, her systematic sequen-
tial development of visual communication skills and craftsmanship, and her willingness to 
entertain new approaches and participate in critiques.”

Art:  top to bottom:  Self 
portrait;  Audrey Hepburn 
in Breakfast at Tiffany’s; 
Caroline’s Grandfather – 
Robert W. Summar

EXHIBITIONS:   Two charcoal 
portraits by Caroline D’Andrea were 
included in “Talk Portraiture,” an 
exhibit at Shuptrine Fine Art that 
opened in February and contin-
ued until March 31. She was a 
guest artist in a show that included 
professional portraiture by artists 
Mia Bergeron, Dale Crawford, Tom 
Root, and others. Caroline’s work 
was also shown in 2009 for display 
in a juried show entitled Palate 2 
Palatte, sponsored by the Craniofa-
cial Foundation of America, and as 
a GPS art student her drawings and 
oil paintings have also been shown 
in exhibitions of GPS work on the 
GPS campus and at the downtown 
gallery of the Association of Visual 
Artists.

Caroline D’Andrea ‘04

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

7525 Min Tom Drive
Chattanooga, TN  37421-1835
www.stns.org


