
St. Nicholas School CONNECTIONS

VIVA VERDE – LIVE GREEN!

The school’s theme this past year was Viva Verde, which is 
Spanish for “Live Green.”  The faculty did a tremendous job 

incorporating this theme into the curriculum, especially in the arts 
and sciences.

The Viva Verde theme was highlighted  
in the various arts programs.  Students sang 
songs such as This Pretty Planet throughout 
the year.  The theme was celebrated at the 
holiday concerts, Grandparents Day chapel 

Set the Stage for the Arts
Auction Raises $60,000+
In February, the Parents Asso-

ciation hosted a Set the Stage 
fundraiser.  The theme of the 
evening centered on the Broadway 
theater district.  The evening was 
full of drama and flair and included 
delicious food as well as both a live 
and silent auction.  Shelley Kirkpat-

rick headed the auction 
committee with help 
from Tracy Knight, 
Kelly Maxwell, Amy 
Snetman, Joyce Lister, 
Trish Richard, and Jenn 
Wilhoit.  Shelley said of 

the event, “I am thrilled 
with the success of the evening.  Thank you so much 
to all the parents for their contributions of time and 

Semi-Annual News / Spring 2008

St. Nicholas is preparing to celebrate its 50th anniversary this 
coming school year.  It has been 50 years since the school 
was originally founded at Grace Church.  Alumni, current and 

past parents, and faculty will be able to come together next year for a 
grand celebration of our 
school.  Look for 
updates about the events 
related to the anniversary. 
 

From the Past Will Come the Future ...

(continued on page 3)
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of Excellence
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The First Early Learning Center 
Promotion at Grace Church 
First Row: Robert Black, Tom 
Rhyne,  John Cooper, Mike Hill, 
David Jones, Jack Curtis, Glenn 
Patterson, Tom Nicholson; Second Row: Patty Henry, 
Dolly Ruth Grant, Beverly Kaiser, Janis Miles, Sharon Ann Ledbetter, Mary Harper, Deborah Smith.

Above: the Nave of Grace Church 1983; Below: logo 
representing St. Nicholas School’s 50th Anniversary. 

Fern Shire, Trish Richard and 
Shelley Kirkpatrick.
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St. Nicholas students, faculty, staff and parents 
gathered around the grass commons area to 

celebrate the unfurling of the green.
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Where the love of learning takes root . . .

            Reading, Reading, Reading

The children at St. Nicholas have been 
busy reading.  SSR (Silent Sustained 
Reading) provides the students a chance 

to read while at school, but at the rate they are 
finishing books, they are reading many othe-

times of the day.  Lower, Middle, and 
Upper Primaries all received special 
rewards from their teachers for their hard 
work.  The children also must pass an 
accelerated reader (AR) test to receive 

credit for each book.  Look at how many books they have read!

These readers were 
all rewarded with 
special recognitions.  
Lower Primary had 
an ice cream sun-
dae party, Middle 
Primary had a fun 
field trip to Heri-
tage Park complete 
with ice cream from 
Brewster’s, and Upper Primary hit the skating 
rink on a rewarding field trip.  Upper Primary 
also planted a “Reading Tree” in front of their 
cot- tage.

(continued from page 1)

talent.  We really appreciated the generous donations 
from the community.”

       As a result of the auction, the Parents Associ-
ation raised over $60,000 for the performing arts 
programs at the school.  The school has already 
purchased a brand new set of risers that can be 
reconfigured to provide staging for talent sharing, 
holiday concerts and promotion.   The remaining 
money is to be used to purchase instruments and 
other music/drama equipment.   Mr. Carey and 
Mrs. Miscio look forward to sharing these new 
additions with the children.

Set the Stage for the Arts

Mark & Monica Fallo

Kelli & Jay Donnelly and Ben Brock

Rad & DeeDee Yates

Dr. Madhavi Venkatesan and 
Mrs. Maryam Bajestani

Shelley Kirkpatrick as she opens the bidding for “naming this street.”

 Lower Primary 
 (Levels 3 and 4) = 2,281 
 Middle Primary 
 (Level 5) = 513
 Upper Primary 
 (Levels 6 and 7) = 1,909       
    books since September,     
    averaging almost 30 
    books per student. 
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VIVA VERDE – LIVE GREEN!

Photos (top, left to right): Upper Primary 
students gathering recycling for pick up; 
‘Rachel Carson’ visit; Mr. McFeely’s Sweater 
Drive; Well project for Burundi;  Food 
preservation awareness; Lower Primary 
‘rain forest’; Learning about composting in 
Lower Primary; Unfurling of the green.
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performances and the ELC Opera in songs like Habitat, Habitat, 
Got to Have a Habitat and Endangered Animals.  The bright, 
whimsical art created from recycled aluminum cans were seen 
hanging in chapel and around campus this spring.

 Three special performance arts programs that reinforced the 
theme were presented to the students.  Cathy Kaemmerlen, a profes-
sional actress, dancer and storyteller, performed a dialogue as the 
environmentalist Rachel Carson.  The children learned that Rachel 
Carson was a writer, scientist, and ecologist who had a 
life-long love of nature and the living world.  Andy Offutt 
Irwin, singer and songwriter, performed an environmen-
tal awareness program using funny, interactive songs and 
stories to demonstrate the importance of caring for the 
environment.  In the spring, Barry Stuart Mann, an actor, 
story teller, and drama educator, visited Middle Primary.  
With his guidance the Middle Primary students wrote and 
acted in a production that stressed the importance of protect-
ing the environment.  The activity used old folk tales to 
apply solutions to modern problems.  The students performed 
their original production for the parents and students.  

 In preparation for Viva Verde Day and Grand-
parents Day, the students prepared special science 
projects that focused on the theme.  Lower Primary 
was transformed into a tropical rain forest ecosystem 
complete with a tree canopy, giant sloth, and lily pads 
to sit on.  Paper machê bugs, butterflies, and parrots 
danced from the ceiling.  Middle Primary focused on 
the water environment by using students to portray 
famous water conservationists Sylvia Earle and Jacques 
Cousteau.  PowerPoint presentations, poetry, and a sea 
life aquarium filled with models of animals created by 
the students taught about the animals of the sea.   
Upper Primary prepared science exhibits that focused 
on different aspects of our environment.  

 The children also focused on a philanthropic 
project that tied into the environmental theme.  At the 
beginning of the year, the students learned about 
water preservation.  Through the Episcopal 
Relief and Development Fund, students 
donated over $2,000 to help build a 
well at a school in Burundi, Africa.
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Grandparents & Special Friends 
Visiting Day
    April 26, 2008

Grandparents Day was a very special day for the 
students.  They shared the beautiful campus, classroom 

projects, and the daily aspects of their 
school day with their grandparents or spe-
cial friends. The grandparents were able 
to attend chapel, enjoy songs performed 
by the students, and for Middle and Up-
per Primary, see a “slide show” of a day 
in the life of St. Nicholas students.

 The school campus looked 
especially green and vibrant for our 250 
plus visitors.  Thanks to a very generous 
contribution from grandparent and board 
member JoAnn Yates, there were 12 new 
cherry trees bordering the green common 
area in the center of campus.  These 
flowering, mature trees were installed the 
week of Grandparents Day and greatly 
enhance our campus. 
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Thank you for letting us know about you. We would also be happy to share  photos 
in future editions. We have so much great info that we can’t fit it all into this issue. 

Please look for more updates in upcoming issues! 

Alumni News

Michael Schulson 
is among 139 

outstanding high school 
seniors selected as a 2008 
Presidential Scholar. The 
students have demonstrat-
ed outstanding academic 
achievement, artistic excel-
lence, leadership, citizen-
ship and service to their 
schools and communities. 
Presidential Scholars were 
honored for their accom-
plishments in Washington, 
D.C. in June.
 The Presidential 
Scholars program was 
created in 1964 to honor 
academic achievement and 
was expanded in 1979 to 
recognize students who 
demonstrate exceptional 
talent in the visual, literary 
and performing arts. This 
prestigious program has 
honored more than 5,000 of 
the nation’s top students.

Michael Schulson  
Presidential Scholar

Class of 2001 
Baylor School Class of 2008

In the SpotlightClass of 1985
■ Skip Schwartz is Senior Vice President for Heitman 
International in Frankfurt, Germany.  He and his wife 
Holly have a daughter, Skylar Ellie, who was born April 
12, 2006, in Frankfurt, Germany.  Skip writes that they 
are enjoying every minute with her. 

Class of 1992
 ■ Tricia Sebes is the Volunteer Coordinator for the 

Chattanooga Humane Educational Society. She visited St. 
Nicholas this year to pick up donations from 
our students. 

■ Emory Smith graduated from Colorado 
University, Boulder with Computer Science/
Engineering degrees. He is working as a 
Computer Programmer in Colorado. 
 
Class of 1993
■ Casey Henderson graduated from the 
College of Wooster; she works as a Market-
ing Director for Unix Users Association in 
Wooster, Ohio. 

Class of 1994 
■ Lauren Peterson Higgins graduated from 
Bard College in 2005 with a degree in psycholo-
gy. After graduation she worked at Girls, Inc. on 
the project “Safe in My World” which dealt with 
safety issues in homes, communities and within 
the city. Lauren used her experience work-
ing with BRAVE at Bard to help develop this 
program. At the end of the year, they take the 
girls to Nashville to present their findings to the 
representatives and sit in on a legislative ses-
sion. In Lauren’s first year, they took five girls; 
the second year, 100. Lauren has now taken a 
job with Signal Centers working as a “Mentor 
Liaison.”  She’s teaching and taking dance at 
Zanzibar Studios. 

 Lauren was married to Jared Higgins on 
May 5, 2007. The wedding was officiated by The 
Rev. Buckley Robbins, The Rev. Janice Robbins 
and The Rev. Gene Smitherman.

(continued on page 6)

Skylar Ellie Schwartz

Lauren Peterson Higgins ‘94 
and Jared Higgins

Tricia Sebes ‘92 with 
Head of School Mark Fallo

•	 By	e-mail/internet:		  
 Send your news to Dexter Cantelou 
 at dcantelou@stns.org

•	 By	regular	mail: 
 St. Nicholas School
 Attention:  Alumni News
 7525 Min-Tom Drive
 Chattanooga, TN  37421

How to share your news . . .

Visit the St. Nicholas web site:  
www.stns.org

Join your friends on Facebook
Share your fondest memories from Grace Church to 
the Min Tom Campus. Find out what your friends 
from St. Nicholas are doing now.  
Go to www.stnsalums.org or www.stnicholasalums.org 
which will take you to the Facebook login.   
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Alumni News (continued from page 5)

Class of 1994
■ Jane Smith graduated from Colorado University, 
Boulder.  She carried a double major in Biology and 
Fine Arts. She visited St. Nicholas on her way to work 
as an Ecology Research Assistant at the University of 
California, Irvine. 

Class of 1995
■ Neil Patel graduated from Boston University with a 
Biomedical Engineering degree. He is in his third year 
of medical school at the University of Tennessee.

Class of 1999
■ Carly Russell is attending the University of Tennes-
see, Knoxville pursuing a degree in Marketing & Com-
munications. She is a member of ADPi sorority.

Class of 2000
■ Lauren Barth 
graduated Cum 
Laude from GPS 
in 2007.  She is 
currently attend-
ing Washington 
University.

■ Marshall Bright 
received the Mil-
dred Peters Award, 
Patten History 
Award, MacKen-
zie Publications 
Award, Connecticut 
Book Award, and Duffy 
Jarnigan Language 
Award while at GPS. 
She was active in the 
Student Council, Young Democrats, and the Theater and Climbing Team. She worked 
on the school newspaper and won 3rd place in the Law Day Essay. Marshall is attend-
ing the University of Pennsylvania and is interested in journalism.

■ Leah Hagedorn is on the Lady Vols Golf Team at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She is a sophomore 
with a Legal Studies major and she was listed on the 
2008 SEC Spring Academic Honor Roll.

■ Mathew Hartje is one of eleven students who quali-
fied as semifinalists in the 52nd annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program.   He is currently attending Carn-
egie Mellon.

■ Neha Patel graduated Cum Laude from GPS in 2007 
with an award for outstanding character, leadership, 
integrity and enthusiasm.  She is currently attending 
Vanderbilt.

■ Amber Royal graduated Cum Laude from GPS in 
2007 with an award for outstanding character, leadership, integrity and enthusiasm.  
She is currently attending the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

(continued on page 7)

Jane Smith visiting with 
Peter Ceren in Level 5

Class of 2000 Reunion. Left to right: Lindsay Mallen, Amber Royal, Alex 
Graham, Lauren Barth.  Row 2: Kati Howell, Nicole Eigelsbach, Anna 
Conn, Katie Cooper, Cassie Weikel, Tyler Haksins, Neha Patel, Susan 

Pyle.  Window: Mills Simon, Aaron Schmitt, Mat Hartje

Polly Hagedorn ‘83 and her 
sister Leah Hagedorn ‘00

In the Spotlight

Ashleigh Dawkins Pipes, 
St. Nicholas class of 

1988 (shown seated center) 
recently graduated from the 
Defense Language Institute 
Foreigh Language Center in 
Monterey, California.   While 
attending the 63-week 
Korean course, Ashleigh 
received the Dean’s Award 
for an essay on the environ-
ment in the annual Hangeul 
Day essay contest.   Upon 
graduation, she received the 
Korean Counsul General’s 
Award.   

  In July, Ashleigh and 
her husband, Major Benjamin 
Pipes, USMC, will move to 
Seoul, South Korea.  

Ashleigh Dawkins Pipes
Class of 1988

Baylor School Class of 1994

Georgetown University
University of W. Florida
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Baylor School News

Michael Schulson ‘01 
Named 2008 Valedictorian

Val Hansen ‘01  
is 2008 Salutatorian 

Posted May 26 (from Baylor School 
News at baylorschool.org)

Michael Schulson has been named 
valedictorian for Baylor’s class of 

2008, and Val Hansen is the class salutatorian. Schulson and Hansen are both 
National Merit Finalists and members of the Cum Laude Society and the National 
Honor Society. 
 In addition to their many academic accomplishments, both have managed 
to be active in a variety of extra-curricular activities.Schulson was president of the 
Round Table and an active member of Walkabout, serving as a student instructor 
for the last three years. He was a peer tutor, active with community service, presi-
dent of Earth Advocates, and a member of the Political Forum, Student Academic 
Council, and Red Circle. Schulson will attend Yale University in the fall. 
 Hansen was a member of the cross-country team, served as secretary of the 
Round Table, and was active in Habitat for Humanity, serving as president her se-
nior year. She was a founding member and president of the International Relations 
Club, president of Helping the Hungry, and a member of Red Circle, Peer Support 
Network, and the Tower yearbook staff. She also served as a peer tutor and Writ-
ing Center peer tutor. Hansen will attend the University of North Carolina.

(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 8)

St. Nicholas Graduates 
Make the Grade!

Congratulations to our St. Nicholas 
graduates who have been recognized for 
their academic achievements – May 2008

Alumni News

Class of 2001
■ Cailyn Bautista 
won the Spanish I 
Award at GPS for 
Grades 9-12.
■ Catherine Garvey 
is one of two seniors 
at GPS who were wel-
comed into the Duffy 
Jarnigan chapter of 
the National Honor 
Society at GPS.  She 
won the Jarnigan 
Christian Leadership 
Award and the Henry 
Trotter Community 
Service Award.
■ Eric Martin will be at-
tending the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. He 
received a Chancellor’s Scholarship (one of only 50). He will be majoring in Physics 
and Philosophy with plans to attend medical school. 
 ■ Radhika Patel recieved the Herbert B. Barks, Jr. Award at Baylor School. It is 
presented to seniors who have contributed richly to the Baylor spirit. She was one 
of five Baylor students who were accepted to attend the Tennessee Governor’s 
School during the summer of 2007. She attended the program for international 
studies. While at Baylor, Radhika was on the Vervé Dance Team, Baylor Players, 
and was Vice President of the Round Table. She was also in the National Honor 
Society. She served as a Freshman Trip Instructor, was President of the Spanish 
Club and member of the Model Congress/Model UN. She was a member of the 
Red Circle, Tower, and worked with Habitat for Humanity. She was a Peer Tutor 
and Writing Center Tutor, and involved with Helping the Hungry. She was in the 
Choir, Salsa Club/Swing Club, Ultimate Frisbee, Harambee and High Energy. Ra-
dhika will attend Boston University this fall and plans to study international relations, 
business, politics, or communication.

Baylor School
2007-08

– Val Hansen ‘01 –
Senior Award

Science Achievement Award 
Statistics (5th Local)

– Katherine Mustafa ‘03 – 
National Honor Society Inductee

– Radhika Patel ‘01 –
Fine Arts Award
Spanish Award

Statistics (6th Local)

– Leah Schulson ‘03 – 
National Honor Society Inductee

History – Sophomore Award
Chemistry Award

– Michael Schulson ‘01 –
Senior Award 

English
Math Award 

Statistics (4th Regional/1st Local)

– Rebecca Schmitt ‘04 –
Geometry (6th Local) 

English

– Cory Walker ‘05 –
Geometry (2nd Local)

Class of 2001 (Level 7) Reunion. Row 1: Catherine Garvey, 
Radhika Patel; Row 2:Taylor Webb, Elle Welch, Valerie Hansen, 
Kathleen Harrison, Cailyn Bautista;  Row 3:  Michael Schulson, 

Christopher Huffman, Nolan Boyd, Andrew Daly, Eric Martin

Baylor School Roundtable 
– the literary organization that stresses 

independent thinking and debate –
 inducted 15 new members.

  For the school year 2007-08, officers 
from St. Nicholas Class of ‘01 were 

President – Michael Schulson
Vice-president – Radhika Patel 

Secretary – Val Hanson

 Girls Preparatory School
2007-08

Headmaster’s List (All A’s)  
 6th grade: Megan Rohn ‘07   
  Aliza Williams  ‘07

     Distinguished List  (All A’s and A-)  
 6th Grade: Eleanor Brock ‘07 
  Katherine D’Andrea ‘07

Honors List (All A’s and B’s)   
 6th Grade: Caroline Humphreys ‘07
 7th Grade: Courtney Edens ’06   
  Amy Krecker ’06      
  Corey-Leigh Swafford ’06         
  Alexandra Traylor ’06
 8th Grade: Anne Marie Bautista ‘05 
  Chloe Brookshire  ‘05     
  Megan Grzesiak   ’05      
  Megan Mastey  ‘05   
  Meghan Powers  ‘05  
  Mariko Thel   ‘05
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(continued on page 9)

Alumni News (continued from page 7)

Class of 2002
■ Scott Peterson is at-
tending Chattanooga State 
in the Middle College High 
School program. 

■ Chloe Spitalny is one 
of 11 GPS students who 
was inducted into Terpsi-
chord. The five-year-old 
national society is affiliated 
with the National Dance 
Education Organization. 
Among the criteria consid-
ered for membership are 
the number of hours in class and choreography, participation in productions, in-
volvement in costume and set design, music editing, and community performances. 
The members must also have a 3.0 GPA.

■ Ella Marie Sullivan is one of 12 students selected for this summer’s Jim Pearce 
Leadership Trip. The trip honors Baylor juniors of admirable character whose 
selfless efforts might otherwise go unrecognized. The students are nominated by 
faculty and their peers and are selected to travel to the snowy peaks of Aspen for 
nine days of backpacking, mountaineering, and 
trout fishing.

Class of 2003
■ Frankie Booker received a Scholar Athlete 
Award at Northwest High School in Georgia. The 
award is for an 11th grader who had excelled in 
two sports while maintaining a 90 or above aver-
age. 

■ Haley Fazio, part of the Baylor High School 
Energy Dance Team, will dance at home games 
for football and basketball. She is also a member 
of the Lower School Tennis Team (she was one of 
the top 6 scorers on the starting team).

Class of 2004
■ Laura Higbee was inducted into the Beta Club at GPS. The Beta Club consid-
ers a student’s academics, character, leadership skills, and involvement in service. 
Laura also won the Ruth Holmberg History Award and the Jacqui Kaufer French II 
Award.  

■ Melanie Huffman is one of twenty-one Baylor students in grades 6-8 who were 
winners in the 2007 Young Southern Student Writers Contest sponsored by the Arts 
and Education Council and UTC’s English department. Melanie won in the lower 
school division.

■ Lauren Paik and Katherine Rodgers were participants on the 8th grade Distin-
guished List at Baylor (earned an average of 90 and above in all subjects).

■ Leah Schulson is one of three Baylor students who won gold medals in the 
National Latin Exam for the past four consecutive years. She was awarded an 
Oxford Classical Dictionary in recognition of this prestigious accomplishment. Leah 
also tied for the highest score on the American Mathematics Competition (AMC 12) 
in February 2008.

Frankie Booker ‘03

St. Nicholas Graduates 
Make the Grade

at McCallie School

Headmaster’s List*
UPPER SCHOOL

Congratulations to our St. Nicholas 
graduates who have been recognized 
for their academic achievements at 

McCallie School – May 2008

* Headmaster’s List - students must earn 
all “A’s” for the semester.
** Honor Roll -  must earn an overall 3.5 
average or better with no grade lower 
than a B-.
*** Faculty Recognition List - recognizes 
students who faculty members think 
deserve special recognition for their   
academic efforts during the semester.

Nolan Boyd ‘01
Jay Brock ‘01
Collin Cochran ‘04

J.P. Millet ‘05
Daniel Paré ‘06

Justin Powers ‘07 
Lynah Sherrill ‘07

Honor Roll**

Kevin Buniak ‘01
Ford Charman ‘02

Andrew Daly ‘01
Drew Taylor ‘01

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Jamie Hayes ‘06
Brian Mu ‘05

UPPER SCHOOL
Martin Krecker ‘04

Eric Martin ‘01
Nihar Patel ‘03

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Colton Petty ‘07
Evan Speicher ‘05

Bruce Baldree ‘05
Ed Carroll ‘05
Houston Clements ‘06
Conner Fallo ‘07
Calvin McCarthy ‘07

Nolan Boyd ‘01
Kevin Buniak ‘01
Andrew Daly ‘01
Grant Humphreys ‘04
Martin Krecker ‘04

Colin Rankine ‘06
Justin Powers ‘07 
Alex Sanford ‘05

Lynah Sherrill ‘07
Aaron Speicher ‘06
Evan Speicher ‘05

Cole Wood ‘05

Faculty Recognition List***
UPPER SCHOOL

Eric Martin ‘01
Nihar Patel ‘03
Will Snipes ‘02

Drew Taylor ‘01

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ed Carroll ‘05
Jack Feagans ‘07
Houston Clements ‘06
Jamie Hayes ‘06
Calvin McCarthy ‘07
Brian Mu ‘05
Daniel Paré ‘06

College Decisions - 2008 McCallie Grads 
Nolan Boyd – Davidson College

National Merit Scholarship
Andrew Daly – American University

Dean’s Scholarship, 
Eric Martin – University of Tennessee

Chancellor’s Scholarship
Tripp Mouron – University of Tennessee

Volunteer Scholarship
Kevin Buniak – The University of Pennsylvania

Stanley Donél Cochran, Jr. – Morehouse College
Taylor McElheney – The University of Tennessee
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Alumni News
Class of 2005
■ Mandalin Hennessee received the Michelle Kadrie Award at Baylor, given to stu-
dents who combine a strong desire to do their personal best in school activities with a 
caring attitude toward others.
■ Kaki Pruett was a recipient of the Alexander Guerry Award, named for Baylor’s 
second headmaster and presented to eighth grade students who contribute richly to the 
position of honor and right at Baylor.
■ Cory Walker was on the 7th grade Distinguished List at Baylor (earned an average 
of 90 and above in all subjects). He received the Mathematics Award and placed 3rd in 
the city in 2007 for Algebra I.

Class of 2006 
■ Courtney Edens won the Spanish 7 Award at GPS.
■ Emily Horton is one of twenty-one Baylor students in grades 6-8 who were winners 
in the 2007 Young Southern Student Writers Contest sponsored by the Arts and Educa-
tion Council and UTC’s English department. Emily won in the sixth grade division.

Class of 2007 
■ Bess Turner is one of thirteen students at Baylor who were winners in the 2008 
Young Southern Writers Contest sponsored by the Arts and Education Council and 
UTC’s English department. Bess had straight A’s for the year.

■ Shae Walker received a Cadek Incentive Scholarship for piano.

(continued from page 8)

Shown are alums Chase Marsh, 
Ryan Forsthoffer, Megan 
Grzesiak, Mariko Thel, Nick 
Jacobs, J.P. Millet, Aaron 
Speicher, Evan Speicher, Chloe 
Brookshire, Megan Mastey and 
Meghan Powers. Also helping 
is Carson Fallo. Not pictured 
is Clay Hall.

Alums Give BackAlums Assist With the 
2007 Annual Fund Drive
St. NIcholas is grateful to 
alums and friends who helped 
sign letters as part of the 
2007 Annual Fund Drive. 

Class of 
2007  
Annual 
Yearbook 
Signing 
Party

Adam completed his 
Master’s in Public 

Policy from the Georgetown 
University Institute of Public 
Policy in May 2007.  He is 
now an analyst in the Energy 
Renewables Practice of the 
Reznick Group in Vienna, 
Virginia.  

Adam and his fiancé, Lauren 
Dunton, will wed in Septem-
ber in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania, and honeymoon in 
Portugal.  Adam volunteers 
with  HelpUp,  a non-profit 
furniture bank which collects  
home furnishings from the 
general public and then                   
gives them to people in 
need, e.g., mothers and 
children who have escaped 
domestic violence, victims of 
natural disasters, and people 
below the poverty line.   
Adam also enjoys climbing 
and playing Ultimate (Fris-
bee).  Adam lives in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 

Adam Pollock  
Class of 1994 

McCallie School Class of 2000 
Connecticut College 2003 

Georgetown University Institute 
of Public Policy 2007

In the Spotlight

Page 9 / Spring 2008
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Leadership Profi le

Curtis Baggett has been named the recipient of the Stanyarne 
Burrows Award.  The award was established when the school 
moved from 
Grace Church 
to the present 
location and is 
given annually 
to honor an 
individual 
whose actions 
reflect and 
enhance the 
unique Episco-
pal identity of 
St. Nicholas School.  

 Curtis Baggett 
has exemplified the spirit of this award through his years of 
service to St. Nicholas.  He has served on the school’s board 
of Trustees from 1990-1994 and from 2005 to the present.  
Curtis also was on the Executive committee for the school’s 
capital campaign from 2001-2004 and worked diligently as 

Chairman of the 
search commit-
tee for our current 
headmaster, Mark 
Fallo.  For twenty-
five years, Curtis 
has appeared regu-
larly as a dynamic 
speaker in Chapel 
where he delivers 
motivating stories 
and lessons for the 
children.    

     Curtis presently 
works as the Director of Development at the McCallie 
School. His wife Suzy is a retired St. Nicholas teacher and a 
previous winner of the Stanyarne Burrows award.  They are 
the parents of St. Nicholas alumni Molly (’84) and Parker 
(’87) and are proud grandparents. 

 Curtis was very touched to receive the award during 
Chapel in May.  Curtis shared the following, “Years ago, I 
sat on the St. Nicholas Board with Stan Burrows.  I admired 
him greatly then, and I still do.  Receiving the Stan Burrows 
award is surely a highlight of my career.”  Thank you Curtis 
for all the support and time you have given to St. Nicholas 
School. 

2007-2008 Stanyarne Burrows 
Award Recipient 

CURTIS BAGGETT 

Many Thanks & Gratitude 
to Susan B. Pollock and 
Mary-Bacon Williams

For Nine Years of Exemplary Service on 
the St. Nicholas Board of Trustees

Mary-Bacon Williams and Susan B. Pollock have both 
served on the St. Nicholas Board of Trustees for the past 
nine years.  As they finish this final year, we celebrate the 
dedication and time they have devoted to St. Nicholas.  
Their commitment to the school has been exemplary and 
they will be greatly missed.  

 Mary-Bacon Williams has been involved in educa-
tion as both a teacher and school counselor in elementary 
and middle school programs.  She has two children – James 
and Megan, who had three wonderful years at St. Nicholas 
School.  Mary-Bacon is active at Grace Episcopal Church 
and in the community working with the Symphony and 
Opera Guild. Mary Bacon has enthusiastically worked to 
ensure that the school’s Episcopal identity remains strong 
and vibrant and that the school maintains its high academic 
reputation.

 Susan Pollock is a medical sociologist who specializ-
es in designing and implementing research and educational 
projects.  Susan is the parent of St. Nicholas graduates, 
Adam and Davy.  Susan co-chaired the St. Nicholas Head 
Search Advisory Committee and served on the size and 
scope committee.  Susan recently diligently led the ardu-
ous task of updating and expanding the school’s emergency 
preparedness plan.  Her many hours of work were greatly 
appreciated.

Left to right: Curtis Baggett, Mark Fallo 
and The Rev. Janice Robbins

Curtis as he says the birthday prayer 
during chapel.

Welcome to
New Trustee 
Fern Shire

Fern Shire is a current St. 
Nicholas parent who has 
done an excellent job helping 
with a number of different 
school activities including 
“Locks of Love,” the 2006 
and 2007 Auctions and “Suk-
kot.”  Fern is also involved 

with The B’nai Zion Congregation in leadership roles that 
include service on the Board and fundraising. She moved to 
Chattanooga 10 years ago from New York.  She works with 
her husband to promote and market his medical practice 
and continues to oversee the business office and employees. 
Fern’s media and public relations background should prove 
very helpful to the Board of Trustees. 

Fern is shown with her daughter Lily, 
a rising Level 5 student. The photo 

was taken during the 2007 “Locks of 
Love” hair cutting event.
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Leadership Profi le

St. Nicholas School
Board of Trustees 

2008–2009
 

Mr. Curtis Baggett

The Rev. Pat Cahill

Mr. Hiren Desai

Dr. Deborah DiStefano

Mr. Tom Glenn

Mrs. Kathleen Hanson, 
Chair

Mr. Ed Jacobs

Mr. Mike Jenne

Mr. Dallas Joseph

Mr. Joel King

Mr. Jim Kirkpatrick

Mrs. Maria Matthews

Mrs. Lisa Revenig

Mrs. Carol Quinn

Mr. Henry Schulson

Mrs. Fern Shire

The Hon. L. Marie Williams

Mrs. Jo Ann Yates

Develop a Campus/Facilities Master Plan
We will develop a more detailed account of the state of our current 
buildings and grounds as well as envision how they may evolve as we 
move into the future.  For example, we need more classroom space in 
ELC.  Our program requires that the students move about the class-
room engaging in their various activities. We have such wonderful, 
spacious classrooms for Levels 3-7; ELC deserves the same.

50th Anniversary of St. Nicholas Celebration
Plans are underway to commemorate the 50th anniversary of St. Nicholas, so watch for news of events as we celebrate the 
rich history of such a wonderful school.

Improve Food Services
We can add/subtract items or maybe come up with different combinations.  These are some of the ideas being considered 
for the upcoming school year.  Of course the challenge will be to add healthy items that kids love to eat.

Analyze Salary/Benefits Structure
We plan to analyze employee compensation and consider ways to more effectively do so 
because the market for attracting and retaining quality educators is always competitive.

Evaluate Use of Resources
We appreciate that our parents work very hard to send their kids to St. Nicholas.
The challenge facing all independent schools is to offer a comprehensive program that is cost 
efficient and gets the most out of every dollar.  The state of today’s economy present many of 
the same difficulties faced by individual families: how can we do more for less as expenses 
continue to rise faster than income. 

Analyze/Improve ESP-Summer Camp
We’re looking for ways to expand and build on the offerings during ESP and summer camp.  
Some new classes have already been added this summer.

Evaluate Marketing/Communication Strategies
This year we’ve tried to spread the word about St. Nicholas in new ways.  Among other things, 
we’ve placed print and radio ads, sponsored Sesame Street on WTCI, and attended special 
events and trade shows.  We’ll consider the effectiveness of these endeavors as well as 
consider more.  We are also evolving the website and redeveloping a shorter version of the 
former newsletter (on paper!) as well as the web.

Evaluate Annual Giving Initiatives
This year we attempted a different approach to conducting the annual fund.  While in many 
ways it was more effective, we will consider ideas to improve the process.  The Annual Fund 
is the school’s second largest source of income, so its success is tremendously important.

Develop Major Gift Cultivation
It’s a challenge for an elementary school to build an endowment since its graduates are so 
young.  However, it really is important to the long-term health and stability of the institution, so 
it’s worth the effort to overcome the obstacles – not just for current students and graduates, 
but also for our future graduates through the years.

Develop an Alumni Program
We want to stay connected or reconnect with our graduates.  We know St. Nicholas played a 
unique role in their development, so no matter the year graduated or from which campus, the 
bond is the same.  We hope to more actively continue that important relationship created at 
such an early age.

Evaluate Academic/Episcopal Identity Sustainability
We wish to pay particular attention to two aspects of our school, which in many ways are intertwined: how we teach and 
learn and what our Episcopal identity means to our school academically and spiritually.  Faculty and staff may come and go 
over the years, so we will explore how to insure the continuity of these crucial elements.

Board of Trustees Initiatives 
for the Future 
In February 2008 the St. Nicholas School Board members and administra-
tive staff members met with Episcopal Church Foundation Consultant 
Glenn Holliman for a strategic planning retreat. The meeting yielded the 
following continuous and new goals for the school. 

The 2007-2008 Annual Fund 
Has Hit a New Level $120,000+ 
Thanks to the huge efforts of Co-Chairs Chuck 

and Sonia Marsh, St. Nicholas Annual Fund 
has hit a new high. The goal was $120,000 and 

gifts actually totaled over $123,000.  

 Thank you to everyone who participated 
this year. After tuition, the annual fund is the 

second largest source of income for the 
school and supports every aspect of our 

wonderful program.
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Can you name these students 
from the early St. Nicholas years? 

Send an e-mail to Dexter Cantelou at 
dcantelou@stns.org

From the Past Will Come the Future ...

Matt Lockaby ‘95 and Kaylan Lasky ‘96 raise 
the flag at the new campus - August, 1994.

St. Nicholas School 
Celebrates 50 Years 

of Excellence

1973

1963

1953

1994

      Since 1958
        ... where the love of learning takes root.

2007

2008
2002

Above:  Level 7 Class of 2008 
Graduates ready to process into 
Grace Church Nave for gradua-
tion ceremony. 

Left: Lower Primary students 
process to chapel lead by Jarrod 
Vetzel.

1972


